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August 5 Speaker’s Topic:
Turning Everyday Events into a Story

Networking meeting August 5 at iHop to feature
Nanci Lee Woody and opportunity to share
Hear novelist, poet, and essayist Nanci Lee Woody on “Turning Everyday Events into a Story.” Nanci’s Tears and Trombones was named
best fiction in the Western Pacific Region, 2015 Independent Publisher
Book Awards. Nanci also won First Place in the recent Sacramento
Branch short story contest.
This meeting will restart our first-Friday networking meetings held at
the iHop restaurant at 9 a.m.—this time on Friday, August 5, at 2216
Sunrise Boulevard in Rancho Cordova.
It’s a networking event, so join colleagues to share literary projects
and solve problems. Please offer ideas for honing our Network Meeting. New this month: Share magazines that carry good writing.
After breakfast, the meeting will be kicked off with a ten-minute marketing tip from First Vice President/Programs Ted Witt.
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Not a wasted word. This has been a main point to
my literary thinking all my life.
						— Hunter S. Thompson
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Welcome from the president: How do we share leadership?
Contributed by
Kimberly A. Edwards, President
CWC, Sacramento Branch
Kudos to valued members!
Whether you know it or not, you
are a part of the great CWC tradition. I look forward to getting
to know each
one of you
better in our
shared journey
to improve our
writing and our
knowledge of
publishing and marketing.
A heartfelt thank you to Margie
Yee Webb and her team for last
year’s many activities. Margie
guided us for many years. Each
leader brings unique qualities,
and Margie brought many, including energy, a friendly smile, a wide
network, and impeccable attention to detail. I personally learned
a lot from Margie, as I know everyone did.
Joining me in the stewardship
of our branch in the current year
are four phenomenal officers:
V.P./Programs Ted Witt, V.P./
Membership Gini Grossenbacher,
Secretary Beth Mora, and Treasurer Robert Cooper. These names
should be well-known from meetings and information distributed
during the election. Thank you for
your support of these dedicated
members.
Additionally, Michael Cole has
agreed to continue as webmaster and Julie Bauer as Open Mic
Facilitator and Branch Historian.
(Reminder: Open Mic second

Friday every month, Barnes &
Noble, Birdcage on Sunrise; 6:45
pm sign-up to read.) Five other
members will serve in a board
capacity. You will read about them
in the article to the right. We look
forward to a successful transition
as our entire membership examines what has worked well, and
develops a vision of where we as a
club wish to go.
I encourage you to consider
getting involved in our branch, as
fresh perspectives infuse vitality

Please note:
new branch address:
CWC-Sacramento,
P.O. Box 581746
Elk Grove, CA 95758
into our activities. A list of needs
appears in this newsletter. Regardless of where you are in your
writing development, your assistance will benefit the club.
As promised, any interested
member will be considered for the
board. The role of board members
is to carry out branch functions in
accordance with governing documents. Board members listen to
member needs, work with fellow
board members, and make decisions for the good of the membership. Prior board experience is not
required. Knowledge of technology
is desired. Board service can
be a training ground for a new
generation of leaders. If you are
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interested, please let me know at
and I will send you more information. Have a wonderful month and
don’t hesitate to email me with
questions or ideas:
KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.Net

How do we keep our
writing community
operating?
Members who join officers to
carry out branch’s legal duties
Board Members
LONG-TIME PEDIATRICIAN RAYMOND BLAIN has been a poet,
blogger, actor, cartoon-strip creator,
champion orator, medical case
presenter, and column editor. He
served on the Sacramento Branch
Board in 2014-15 where he was
known for his easy laugh.
Ray’s first book, There Is a Dragon in My Closet, is a fiction-fantasy
adventure about overcoming bullying by helping others (Tate Publishing and Enterprises, 2013).
The sequel Evil Comes to Dragonland addresses the value of
working with others to overcome
evils. This book was self-published
on CreateSpace, 2015, as was
Ray’s third book, the mystery The
Birthright Murders, on science and
its social and legal consequences.
Currently Ray is working on an
historical novel on the American
Industrial Revolution, centered in
his birthplace Holyoke, Massachusetts, which serves as an example
of industrialization and immigraContinued on page 3
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Continued from page 2 : Keeping our community operating
tion. Ray is also an accomplished artist and painter in charcoals and
acrylic on canvas.
MARSHA ROBINSON SERVED AS CWC Sacramento branch president
2011–13. As president she led the branch delegation to the CWC Leadership Conference where board members met with sister branches to
exchange ideas and successful practices.
A writer of articles, Marsha took her expertise to the writing community
where she started a Literary Academy, an after-school program for elementary children in the San Juan Unified School District. In this program
she tutors and mentors students in grades 1-5 in writing and publishing
their stories and poems. To date her students have published more than
50 books through Shutterfly.
Currently Marsha is working on a book-length project of creative non-fiction. Travel and golf remain her hobbies. She prides herself with actively
donating books to schools. Marsha says she is most inspired by helping
young, creative minds to write.
LINDA CHAMPION HAS PUBLISHED two books. Fairy Tales for Life,
a collection of 14 original short stories and won a Children’s Literature
award at the 2015 San Francisco Book Festival.
In 2014, Linda attended the CWC Building Better Branches Conference
as a Sacramento branch representative along with two board members.
After the conference she compiled a list of ideas gleaned from the conference and conceived a plan for adapting a meeting model from a sister
branch to our own branch.
Linda taught American government and U.S. history for 20 years. She
loved engaging at-risk students in writing and dramatic performances. At
least one student a year won a writing award. She wrote for a company
magazine and interviewed the Intel CEO. A long-time Toastmaster, Linda
advocates for member participation in service organizations. The Villa
Symphonica took Linda, a trained violinist, to Europe twice and to performances at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the Washington Monument.
MICHAEL BRANDT, RETIRED LOS ANGELES homicide detective of
29 years, writes short stories and articles on various subjects including
crime and destination travel. His Toma Dachi won first place, an honor
bestowed by the International Police Association in 2015.
Mike’s experience also includes writing manuals, training material and
curriculum development for a national anti-fraud investigators academy.
Mike is a member of the Public Safety Writers Association. As a CWC
member, Mike has served both as Nominating Chair and Nominating
Committee Member.
When not working on his current novel project, Mike engages in extreme adventure. He has run marathons and climbed mountains on the
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seven continents. His pursuits have
carried him far across the world.
Many of his experiences end up
in stories. Two recent examples of
his evocative titles include Dare to
Bare and You Ponder Life While at
Death’s Door.
Special Consultant
CHERYL STAPP WILL SERVE as
a limited-term, special consultant,
assisting the board in ensuring the
appropriate allocation of resources, human and financial, to reflect
membership priorities. .
A former CWC Sacramento
Branch Vice President serving
under two presidents, Cheryl is also
a former board member of a sister
CWC branch. She has authored
more than 50 articles for Working
World Magazine in Los Angeles.
More recently she wrote “An Likely
Heroine” for The History Channel
Magazine and several books:
Disaster & Triumph - Sacramento
Women, Gold Rush through the
Civil War, Sacramento Chronicles: A
Golden Past, and The Stagecoach in
Northern California - Rough Rides,
Gold Camps & Daring Drivers.
Cheryl’s love of history shows by
her volunteer commitment to Sutter’s Fort. She has researched and
written 150 biographies of pioneers
who visited or worked at the fort in
the 1840s. These bios benefit students who visit the fort—more than
150,000 annually. Recently she
received the Golden Poppy Award
from the State Parks Foundation.
Cheryl worked in the accounting
industry for 25-30 years, proving
that left brain and right brain can
co-exist harmoniously.

Page 4

Write On! Write Now!

Browsing the stacks: Finding CWC member Jean Z. Owen
Contributed by
Kimberly A. Edwards
Two weeks ago while at a used
bookstore on Arden Way, I visited
the writing section, where I found
The Writer’s Digest’s How to Write
Short Stories. Seeing that it was
published in 1970, I started to
return the book to the shelf. But
first, as writers do, I flipped to the
table of contents. There I recognized the names of two CWC
members, one from our very own
Sacramento Branch!
Her name was Jean. Back in
the 1980s, when I was working
on a novel, I called former member and ARC Writing for Publication instructor Bud Gardner to
ask for the name of a possible
mentor. Bud referred me to Jean
Giovannoni, who wrote under the
name Jean Z. Owen (Professional
Fiction Writing: A Practical Guide
to Modern Techniques). So after
speaking with Jean by telephone,
I arranged to drive to her Carmichael home on a Sunday afternoon which happened to be my
birthday.
Jean opened the door with a
friendly smile. At 80-plus years
and facing health challenges, she
was no longer very mobile. Still,
she motioned me to her dining
room table, where she had set out
a decorated cupcake, a candle
and a “Happy Birthday” napkin.
I was touched by this gesture.
As we sat at the table, Jean told
me how CWC members used to
gather in homes to critique each
other’s work. They formed a small
group named Suburban Writers

How do we share successes?
If you have experienced recent
successes or publishing credits
or you’re organizing a group
(critique, genre, etc.), please let
us know. We get inspired and
motivated reading about each
other!

to ensure that all needs were
met. When I drove home that
afternoon, I carried the birthday
napkin as a memory of a writer
so thoughtful and inspiring, and a
push for me to do my best.
Twice a month thereafter, I
sat at Jean’s table, where she

critiqued my chapters. She was
always kind in her delivery of
suggestions. Then one day, after
she’d moved to Roseville to live
with her daughter, I learned that
she had passed away. How sad I
felt! Eventually I tossed the birthday napkin. So of course when I
saw Jean’s name in The Writer’s
Digest edition at the Arden Way
used bookstore, I bought the book
just to keep Jean close.
Now when I think of membership, I am reminded of a path heralded by members such as Jean
who worked hard at craft, shared
with fellow members, and took the
time to make lasting gestures to a
new generation.

She wrote more pages, but he
stacked his more neatly.
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Renewals: Sharing our commitment to our writing community
Contributed by
Gini Grossenbacher
I am excited to be serving you
again this year! We have a wonderful group of writers in our club,
and I invite you to join us this year

as we mix and mingle, learning
much about our craft and how to
promote our work. It is renewal
time, so you will be hearing frequently from me. I look forward
to working with each and every

Subtext, historical fiction, and children’s
literature rank as favorite conference topics
Contributed by
Judy Ann Pierce
The University of the Pacific in Stockton hosted the fourth annual
Conference on Creative Writing June 24-26, sponsored by the soon-tobe-chartered California Writers Club, San Joaquin Valley Branch, along
with Blue Moon Literary and Art Review, the Writing Loft, and Tuleburg
Press.
Scott Evans, UOP writing professor, author, editor and publisher of the
Blue Moon Literary and Art Review served as conference coordinator.
The conference included 30 authors and agents presenting more
than 40 presentations and workshops. Three agents—Steven Hutson
of WordWise Media Services; Ken Sherman, president of Ken Sherman
and Associates; and Terrie Wolf of AKA Literary Management—received
pitches from authors who had a complete manuscript. According to
Scott Evans, more than 100 people attended this three-day event.
Author Robin Burcell keynoted a Friday-evening banquet at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Stockton.
The conference encouraged submissions of unpublished manuscripts
for the $500 Jameson Award competition and the chance for a publishing contract with Blue Moon Literary Press.
The conference will be held again June 23-25, 2017, and people can
begin registering by visiting this website:
www.WritersConferenceAtPacific.com.
The beautiful UOP campus created an atmosphere of higher learning.
It served as the perfect backdrop for a conference with so many choices of speakers and workshops.
I chose three workshops on dialogue and each was excellent. The three
presenters were Scott Evans, Robin Burcell, and Catriona McPherson.
Also noteworthy was a wonderful workshop on subtext from David Hagerty and an informative historical fiction workshop from Jennifer Laam.
And I enjoyed hearing about children’s literature from Sam Shane.
There were networking opportunities and an open-mic session in
addition to the banquet held at the Old Spaghetti Factory. I have this
conference on my calendar for next year.
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one of you. At
the same time,
I hope you will
encourage
your non-CWC
writer friends
to join us at
our upcoming
meetings. We
have many
worthwhile events in store for you.
Let me know your membership
needs, and any questions you may
have. Best wishes to all of you,
You can contact me at:
Ginis.writers1@gmail.com

A quick note on how your
club dues are used
Every year, $20 of each member’s
renewal fee goes to the Central
Board of CWC to pay for insurance,
and required non-profit accounting
expenses, the annual California Lit
Review, and two meetings per year,
allowing branch leaders to coordinate policies and operational issues
The remaining $25 stays with the
branch and is used for speakers,
supplies, and club activities.

New: Drop-In Meetings
Discuss activities that
improve writing craft
Identify personal goals
Thursday, July 14
11:30 am to 1:30 pm
Denny’s, 6215 Sunrise Blvd.
Tuesday, July 19
6 to 8 pm
Rancho Cordova Library
9845 Folsom Blvd.
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Member roundup: How do we inspire each other?
What’s the one thing you do daily that keeps
you moving forward on a writing project?
LONON SMITH: reads good writing with his morning coffee, then
meditates for half an hour, then goes to work.
What do other members do?
ANARA GUARD: When I wake up at 2 a.m., I use that unstructured
dark time to let my characters wander around, talk to me. It helps me
figure out what to do next with the manuscript.
TONY VILLANUEVA: Reading the newspaper first thing in the morning
kicks-starts my brain into gear to handle words (a morning exercise of
sorts). Then I attempt to work on my manuscripts. Finally, at night I read
(either a new book, an old book, or review one of at least 25 books on
writing).
RAY BLAIN: Research my subject via books and the Internet, and then
spend some time on that part of the manuscript writing, fixing, etc. I
spend a lot of time with my dictionary and thesaurus while writing; I
want to find the right word with the right flavor.
SHERRY JOYCE: Being in a critique group that meets two or three
times a month has forced me to write with deadlines. Characters I’ve
created chatter in my head at night giving me new ideas for plot points.
Often, I get up, make a few notes on a pad, go back to fretful sleep and
revisit those ideas in the morning with a fresh zest for writing. Critique
groups can help you stay focused, provide constructive suggestions for
improvement in your writing and provide enthusiastic support for what’s
going well with your project
INGRID LUNDQUIST: There’s more to writing than writing and sometimes the “other stuff” is equally as exciting. Research, fact checking,
list making, editing, graphics, marketing—they all dovetail into the big
picture of the writing project. On any given day I can choose from a
handful of tasks that need to be accomplished to reach the finished
product.

Lonon Smith

New: Two informal drop-in
meetings planned for July

Prior to starting the new membership year, we want to offer
members the opportunity to chat
in an informal setting. Please
come by to share ideas for
strengthening our writing community. Discuss the value of monthly
meetings, critique groups, genre
groups, editor panels, publishing
seminars, etc. Appreciated but not
required is an RSVP to kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net to ensure
adequate seating.
The first date is Thursday, July
14, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, Denny’s, 2515 Sunrise, Citrus Heights.
The second is Tuesday, July 19, 6
to 8 pm, Rancho Cordova Library,
9845 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento.
Open to the public.

Newsletter continues to evolve from its ‘CWC Communicator’ roots
The branch newsletter serves
as a primary means to bring
members together with news on
upcoming events and member
updates.
Over multiple decades our newsletter has known different names.
The most recent “Write On” masthead came into existence in the
1980s when a dedicated branch

newsletter editor retired the name
“CWC Communicator” in favor of a
more popular idiom.
Now, some thirty years later, we
have embellished the name slightly (Write Now!) to encourage our
pursuit of daily writing for practice
and publication.
To repeat our member call-out,
we are in search of a newsletter
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editor, formatter, or proofer – a
great way to contribute, gain experience, and add to a resume!
Work with your peers and
learn more, not only about our
members, but about the art and
business of newsletter design and
publishing.
Contact Kim at:
KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.Net
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Immediate needs: How do we support our community?
A writing community is energized when members are involved.
Even those early in their career
can benefit from helping in a leadership or supportive role. It can be
a nice addition to a resume or a
way to build confidence.
Lisa Deines Wiggins, the
branch’s network facilitator for
two and a half years, reflects on
her role: “As the network meeting
facilitator, I got to know individual
members, had a reason to attend
every meeting so I didn’t miss
anything due to lack of motivation, and I got to contribute to
each meeting in a way that I hope
helped shape the format in a positive manner.

“These factors gave me a purpose, increased my knowledge of
the writing field, and most importantly, expanded my friendships
with wonderful people.”
Last June Lisa announced that
she was stepping down. “Partly
due to changes in my own life,
and because I believe that others
deserve a chance to experience
what I have mentioned above,”
she said. “I also believe that this
is better for the group since there
is a fine line between stability and
stagnation, and that an active
member feels more ownership in
(and therefore connection to) the
club. An involved membership is
a strong membership, so I am an

advocate for a varied volunteer
base.”
Examples of help needed:
•General writing community:
newsletter editor, formatter or
proofreader; critique group coordinator, genre coordinator, social
media coordinator
•Saturday Meeting: Welcomer,
registration assistance, pre-meeting coordinator, Alternate Meeting
Location Chair
•Network Meeting: speaker
coordinator, facilitator, network list
coordinator
If you would like to know more
about any of these roles, please
contact Kim:
KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.Net

Acknowledging, seeking, showing care for fellow CWC members
We are in search of news of former longtime Membership Chair,
Board Member, and Jack London
Awardee Marilyn Smith-Murphy.
She patiently processed membership applications for many
years. Last year she experienced
health difficulties. If anyone has
any news about Marilyn, please let
us know.
***
Members were shocked to hear
about the tragic death of former
member Laurie Hoirup. She was
known for her warmth and enthusiasm. A former gubernatorial
appointee, she led a distinguished
career advocating for the disabled
community. Elaine Adams recalls
Laurie’s consistent cheerfulness
and helpful spirit at Network meetings. Her dedicated husband Jacob

reports that a memorial service
may be announced soon. In addition, Northern California Publishers
and Authors (norcalpa.org) plans to
devote part of its July 14 meeting
to memories of Laurie.

Laurie Hoirup
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Laurie leaves a legacy in her
books, most notably, I Can Dance:
My Life with a Disability and the
children’s book Being Different is
Okay: My Disability is Part of Whom
I Am. For club members, perhaps
the most enduring legacy was captured in 2012 when Laurie told the
Northwest Herald that risk taking
was important. “My advice is to do
whatever it is you want to do, even
if it has to be modified.”
Our colleague Laurie Hoirup
showed us that nothing should stand
in the way of what we desire to do.
***
If you have experienced recent
successes or publishing credits or
you’re organizing a group (critique,
genre, etc.), please let us know.
We get inspired and motivated
reading about each other!

California Writers Club (CWC)

ANNUAL RENEWAL NOTICE
It is time to renew your CWC membership for 2016-2017. ALL regular
(non-lifetime) memberships, including half-year, expire on July 1st,
and when renewed will extend through June 30, 2017.
Non-renewing members will be deleted from the roster in September. Once removed from the CWC
statewide roster, to get back into the membership rolls a member must RE-join at an additional cost
of $20. Timely renewal assures your continuing membership and avoids a new enrollment fee.

Annual renewal dues are $45.* Money order, cash or check acceptable. (No PayPal.)
Make check payable to CWC-Sacramento and mail by September 5 to
CWC-Sacramento, P.O. Box 581746, Elk Grove, CA 95758
You may also hand in your renewal at the CWC Renewals Table at August and
September Network and Luncheon meetings.
If you have changed address, phone, email address, website, or genre, or new
publications, please indicate that below. Please be sure that your name appears on your
check. If you have no changes in information, then at least print your name below.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! Return this sheet with check or money order payable to
CWC-Sacramento. (No PayPal.)

Name: __________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Phone(s): ________________________________________________
Email address: _____________________________________________
Website (if any): ____________________________________________
Genre: ___________________________/Date last published __________
Please put an X next to any information you want omitted from the CWCSacramento membership roster that is provided to members.
*If you are a life member your dues are already paid. If you are a patron member (including 201617 elected officers of the Sacramento Branch), your renewal is complimentary, but we still want any
updates to your membership information.
Questions? Email Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Vice President, at
ginis.writers1@gmail.com Please see www.cwcsacramentowriters.org for more
information about the Sacramento Branch of the California Writers Club.
We look forward to helping you achieve writing success.

