Newsletter of the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

October 2013


Celebrating 104 Years

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills.

OCTOBER LUNCHEON SPEAKER
OFFERS PUBLISHING OPTION
The Saturday, October 19, 2013 CWC Sacramento Branch
luncheon guest speaker will be Gerry Ward of I Street Press. He
will discuss the process of creating books using
the Sacramento Public Library’s Espresso
book machine. He will also talk about the
benefits of making I Street Press your
publisher, including: providing an ISBN
number and listing your book in Books in Print
to make it available to bookstores nationwide.
Gerry holds a Masters degree in Library
and Information Science from San Jose State
University. He has worked for the public
Library in Sacramento for over 24 years.
It is often a source of frustration for
authors who have published an ebook when
people keep asking them for a standard
GERRY WARD
paperback. Signings
are not possible with an ebook because
there’s nothing on which to sign, thus,
promotional opportunities are limited.
The I Street Press service broadens
the author’s book promoting range and
sales opportunities.
The monthly CWC luncheons are held
at Cattlemens Restaurant, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the California Writers Week celebration.
The guest speaker at the Saturday, November 16, 2013 CWC
luncheon will be writing teacher and mentor Nora Profit. Nora has
conducted some of the most popular writing workshops ever
sponsored by CWC. She will present, Outlining Your Book (fiction or
non-fiction); A Roadmap to Literary Success.
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET YOUR BOOK ON THE SHELVES
IN THE SACRAMENTO PUBLIC LIBRARY. See Page 4

CWC MEMBER NEWS
Cindy Sample will launch Dying for a Daiquiri, the
third book in her Laurel McKay mystery series, with
daiquiris, desserts, drawings and hula dancers. The
event will be held Sunday, October 13, 2013 at the
California Backyard Store, 12210 Tributary Lane,
Rancho Cordova (NW corner of Hazel and Hwy. 50).
Jo Chandler’s novel, This Side of Forever, dealing with
teen alcohol addiction, has been selected by Drug Free
Divide as part of Black Oak Mine School District’s
participation in National Red Ribbon Week, October 2331. Chandler will be reading from her novel in high and
middle school English classes.
Robert M. Pacholik’s Night Flares: Six Tales of the
Vietnam War e-book is on www.Kobobbooks.com and
is due on www.Amazon.com in October. Night Flares
is being considered for: The Journal of Military
Experience and the Arts, Vietnam Magazine, Indie
Reader Discovery Awards, and The Vietnam Veterans
Assn. Magazine.
Suzanne Blaney has received permission from the
Metropolitan Museum in New York to download
whatever paintings she selects from their collection to
illustrate her book in progress: "Impressionism - the
Inspiration and Aftermath."
Shirley Parenteau has a short story in the Novelists,
Inc. anthology, I Never Thought I'd See You Again, a
fourth picture book sold in her Candlewick Bears series
and a middle-grade novel also to Candlewick. She'll join
authors signing at the Old Sugar Mill in Clarksburg on
October 6.
Shannon Kuzmich has been asked by Beacon Hill
Publishing to write a book with the working title,
Emotionally Abandoned. The proposal is due in
October.
(Continued on Page 3)
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS WEEK IS THE 3

WEEK IN OCTOBER

CWC Luncheon Meeting Saturday, October 19, 2013 –– 11 a.m.
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel)
The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch
Members $12.00

Non-Members $14.00

CWC WRITERS NETWORK
HOW TWITTER CAN WORK FOR YOU
With more than 550 million active users and counting, Twitter is one of the top 10 most visited Internet sites. Yet
debate rages among authors and writers as to whether Twitter is useful as a promotional
tool, or just another distraction. Local social media manager Corinne Litchfield will
be the CWC Writers Network speaker at the Friday, October 4,
2013 breakfast meeting on how Twitter can be one of the most
powerful components of your social media platform, how writers
of all skill levels are using it to engage their audience, and how
you can make the most of Twitter in just one hour a week.
In addition to her social media work, Litchfield is a regular
contributor to Sacramento magazine, as well as other publications.
Her flash fiction piece “The Last Word” received First Prize in the
2012 California Writers Club, Sacramento, Short-Short Fiction Contest. She also
volunteers with 916 Ink, a Sacramento nonprofit that aims to improve youth literacy
through getting kids into writing.
Litchfield offers social media services to authors (including Sacramento’s own
Jodi Angel), small business owners, nonprofits and advocacy groups. To learn more
CORINNE LITCHFIELD
about what social media services she offers, visit her website:
www.corinnelitchfield.com
The CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting is held the first Friday of the month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the
International House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova. Meetings are free. Attendees pay for
their own breakfast.

CWC HOLIDAY
SOCIAL
Save the Date for the CWC Holiday Social!
The 6th annual CWC Sacramento Branch
Holiday Social will be held at Romano’s
Macaroni Grill, 2739 East Bidwell Street, in
Folsom on Sunday, December 8, 2013 from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m. A no-host Meet-and-Greet will
be held prior to the luncheon, from 12 noon to 1
p.m. in the bar adjacent to the party room.
Menu details to be announced.

CWC Sacramento Branch members and a past presenter attended a
recent book launch event at Face in a Book Bookstore and Gifts, an
indie bookstore in El Dorado Hills. (left to right) Margie Yee Webb,
Ingrid Lundquist, Jennifer Basye Sander and Cindy Sample.

2

CONTESTS
Writer’s Digest Popular Fiction Science Fiction Contest.
Deadline, October 15th. Calling all science fiction and fantasy
writers! A chance to win the popular fiction awards
grand prize including $2,500 and a trip to the 2014
Writer’s Digest Conference in New York City. Win
the $500 category first prize. Submission
guidelines: fiction manuscript, 4,000 words or less.
How to enter: register and pay online or download a printable
entry form. (Early-bird entry fees are $20 per entry.)
www.writersdigest.com
The Ventura County Writers Club (VCWC) announced its
14th Annual Short Story Contest, which opened for submissions
on September 1, 2013 and closes October 15, 2013. For the
second year, the Short Story contest will accept entries from
students currently enrolled in high school. The student entries will
be judged in a separate category. The top three adult winners will
receive a cash prize: first place $500; second place $250; and third
place $125. In the youth category, winners will also receive cash
prizes: first place $100; second place $75; and third place $50.
The contest draws entries from around the country as well as
internationally. The Ventura County Star newspaper will publish
the first-place adult entry in a January 2014 Sunday edition. The
paper will publish first, second, and third-place winning entries
from both categories in their online edition.
www.venturacountywriters.com

CWC MEMBER NEWS
(Continued from Page 1)

Kimberly Edwards had two articles published:
Touring Mexico’s Yucatan: 25 Days and 1,000 Miles
by Public Bus, in International Travel News
(September) and Couple’s Travel Gives New
Perspective on the Past, an August cover story in
Senior Spectrum about a local Vietnam veteran and
his wife returning to Vietnam.
Linda Lohman received her advance copy of Not
Your Mother’s Book “On Being a Parent,” due for
release September 10, 2013. Her son did not allow
the use of his name in the story, so it is about
“Castro.” She hopes everyone reads that as
“dictator.”
Bev Anderson is writing for Neuropathy Hope, the
monthly newsletter of the Pacific Chapter of the
Neuropathy Association. She wonders if other CWC
members are doing this form of writing that reaches a
number of people, pro bono or paid?
Elise Spleiss will be writing between two and five
articles each month for the Citrus Heights
Messenger.
Margie Yee Webb invites CWC members to submit
true, entertaining, funny, fun and silly cat stories for
Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats. New due date:
December 1, 2013. Tentative release date: Summer
2014. See for submission guidelines and to submit:
www.publishingsyndicate.com. Questions? Contact
Margie@CatMulan.com.

NOTE: We want to hear about CWC members’
successes. Just drop an email to let us know of
your recent writing achievement (50 words or
less) by the 10th of the month preceding the
month of issue to:
steveliddick@gmail.com

OPEN MIC
Writers have an opportunity to read their work the second Friday of every month for others to
enjoy. The public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is
Friday, October 11, 2013 at Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in
the Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free to the public. For more details, contact Julie
Bauer at: joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.
You may also get additional information at the CWC website:
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

The person, be it gentleman or lady, who has not
pleasure in a good novel, must be intolerably stupid.
Jane Austen
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Margie Yee Webb
What is your mantra? How do you stay focused on accomplishing your goals? How can you be inspired
and motivated?
For United States endurance swimmer Diana Nyad, her mantra is “find a
way”. Recently, at 64, she made a successful swim from Cuba to Florida on her
fifth try. Afterwards, she said, “I have three messages: One is we should never,
ever give up. Two is you’re never too old to chase your dreams. And three is it
looks like a solitary sport, but it’s a team.”
These are messages everyone can take to heart. For inspiration and
motivation in achieving your writing goals, you can count on the California
Writers Club (CWC) to be on your team.
Seven years ago, I attended my first CWC Sacramento luncheon meeting
greeted by then president La Ronda Bowen. The speaker was local author and
writing coach Bud Gardner. I knew then that I found my team as well as my
MARGIE YEE WEBB
mantra when he said: “be committed, be competent and be confident.”
and Mulan
At the October 19 luncheon meeting, we will celebrate California Writers Week,
established in 2003 as the third week in October. Everyone is invited to bring
some of their work for display and networking. In celebrating our successes, we inspire others to continue on
their journey.

GET YOUR BOOK INTO THE ‘LOCAL AUTHOR’ COLLECTION
AT THE SACRAMENTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
Did you know that the Sacramento Public Library collects works from authors within Sacramento County?
According to Nina Biddle, Library Materials Manager, “We generally accept one copy and add it to the
collection at the Central Library. It is cataloged as part of our ‘local author’ collection. These materials are interfiled
with the regular collection on the shelves, but they have a unique sticker indicating that the book is written by a local
author, and they can all be found in the catalog with a keyword search of ‘local author’ and, of course, by each
individual author’s name.”
What could be more exciting than to have your book at the Central Library?
At the October 19, 2013 luncheon meeting, the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, would be
pleased to gather our members’ books for delivery to the Central Library branch of the Sacramento Public Library. If
you reside within Sacramento County and wish to donate a copy of your work for the collection at the Central
Library, we encourage you to bring your books to the meeting and include a note marked “local author” along with
your name, book title, email address and telephone number.
Once the books are delivered and we receive confirmation that your book has been cataloged, we can proudly
brag that your work is part of the local author collection at the Central Library!

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR YOUTH WRITING PROGRAM
CWC, Sacramento Branch member Robbie Fanning and her husband, Tony, have brought Writing Buddies to Davis.
They are looking for 27 volunteer writers who live in the Davis area to work with young writers once a week for two
hours for six weeks. The Fannings plan to hold four Writing Buddies sessions each academic year at Montgomery
Elementary in South Davis.
Attached is an article from the Davis Enterprise about the program:
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/new-volunteer-writing-program-begins-at-montgomery/
You can contact Robbie Fanning at: mail@writingbuddies.org.
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SEPTEMBER 6, 2013 CWC WRITERS NETWORK BREAKFAST
Gini Grossenbacher, Presenter

Photos by Margie Yee Webb and Steve Liddick

5

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org
**Serving the Greater Sacramento Area**
®

Self-Publishing Boot Camp
Exclusive Engagement for Writers and Business
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly presents leading experts

~ Carla King ~ John McAlester ~
~ Nina Amir ~ Ron Martinez ~ Karl Palachuk ~
WHAT:

Self-publishing is one of the most talked about areas of book publishing today! Self-published books now
outnumber those released by traditional publishing houses. You will learn every step of the process to prepare,
publish and promote your work; and walk away with the business, formatting, and marketing knowledge to really
make it happen.
• Choose Your Self-Publishing Path: Learn . . . to produce, promote, and sell your ebooks, print books, and
multimedia books. - Carla King, Self-Publishing Boot Camp
• Ebook Formatting and Distribution: Understand the different ebook formats . . . Sort out the many
distribution options to get them in the stores and get paid. - John McAlester, PigeonLab
• Your Blog and Beyond: Make blogging a successful part of your social media marketing strategy . . . Create
a book from your blog . . . - Nina Amir, Inspiration to Creation Coach
• Create Multimedia for Publication and Promotion: Make picture and multimedia books to sell in ebook and
app stores. Create book trailers and teasers . . . - Ron Martinez, Aerbook Maker
• Run Your Publishing Business Like a Business and Not a Hobby: Create a business plan and social media
marketing strategy to make money . . . - Karl Palachuk, Small Biz Thoughts
Attend the Self-Publishing Boot Camp! Get bonus books and more!

WHEN:

Saturday, November 2, 2013; 9:00 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.)

WHERE: Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 (Hwy 50 at Hazel Ave. exit)
COST:

$99 for CWC Members* / $139 for Non-Members – Includes lunch buffet, coffee and snacks

*Join the California Writers Club to receive exclusive CWC member price: www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org or www.calwriters.org.

SPACE IS LIMITED. EARLY REGISTRATION IS ENCOURAGED!

----------------------------------------------------------------------Sign me up for the Self-Publishing Boot Camp!
(PayPal Available for Online Payment! Register at www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org.)
Print, clip & submit with payment to: Steve Liddick, SPBC, P.O. Box 293263, Sacramento, CA 95829.
Make check payable to CWC Sacramento Branch. E-mail confirmation will be provided.

Name

Genre

Address

City/State/Zip
Email
Early Registration Encouraged!
*Join the California Writers Club to receive exclusive CWC member price: www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org or
www.calwriters.org.
Questions? Contact Kimberly A. Edwards, Seminar Chair: kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net or 916-524-7992.

$99 CWC Member,

Branch
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$139 Non-Member

November 2, 2013

Self-Publishing Boot
Camp Comes to
CWC Sacramento

®

Self-publishing is one of the most talked about areas of book publishing today. Its transformative ebook
technology and disintermediation between author and reader are opening the market big time to selfpublished books. Self-Publishing Boot Camp’s Carla King has organized a lineup of experts to show
you every step of the process to prepare, publish and promote your work. This seminar, sponsored by the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, will arm you with all the information you need to get
your book into readers’ and customers’ hands whether you write fiction or non-fiction, business, political,
poetry, children’s books, technical books, or any kind of book. Walk away with the business, formatting,
and marketing knowledge to really make it happen.

PRESENTATIONS
Choose Your Self-Publishing Path: Learn about the best, most cost-effective products and services to
produce, promote, and sell your ebooks, print books, and multimedia books. - Carla King, Self-Publishing
Boot Camp
Ebook Formatting and Distribution: Understand the different ebook formats, how to get it done, and
which formats you need for Amazon, B&N, Apple, and Kobo. Sort out the many distribution options to get
them in the stores and get paid. - John McAlester, PigeonLab
Your Blog and Beyond: Become a blogpreneur! Learn how to make blogging a successful part of your
social media marketing strategy, how to create a book from your blog, and other ways to “productize”
your posts. - Nina Amir, Inspiration to Creation Coach
Create Multimedia for Publication and Promotion: Let your creative side go wild and make picture and
multimedia books to sell in ebook and app stores. Also create book trailers and teasers with content to
market your book or business. - Ron Martinez, Aerbook Maker
Run Your Publishing Business Like a Business and Not a Hobby: How to create a business plan and
social media marketing strategy to make money as a publisher. Or make your book biz part of an existing
business strategy. - Karl Palachuk, Small Biz Thoughts

BONUS BOOKS, DISCOUNTS & PERKS
• The Self-Publishing Boot Camp Guide for Authors print book by Carla King.
• Free ebooks and consulting from presenters, including the Absolute Basics of
Promotion ebook by Karl Palachuk.
• Membership in the Self-Publishing Boot Camp community.
• The Big Book of Content Marketing PDF by Andreas Ramos.
• Discounts from these Self-Publishing Boot Camp Approved
vendors, products, and services, and more to be announced on
www.facebook.com/selfpubbootcamp

$139 or $99 for CWC Members
Sign up at www.cwcsacramentowriters.org
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PRESENTERS
Self-Publishing Boot Camp – CWC Sacramento – November 2, 2013
Carla King co-founded Self-Publishing Boot Camp in 2010 to answer the rising
call for information from writers and business. King blogs,
teaches, presents at writing conferences, and conducts online
seminars on both self-publishing and travel writing. She
contributes to the Bowker Self-Published Author blog and her
edited columns for PBS MediaShift are collected in How to SelfPublish Your Book (PBS, 2013). Her Self-Publishing Boot Camp Guide for Authors
(2nd Edition, April 2013) is a step-by-step guide to publishing using the most
trusted and cost-effective products and services.
John McAlester founded PigeonLab, a publishing platform for independent writers that
centralizes ebook distribution, sales, and payment
collection for ebooks sold in the Amazon Kindle Store,
Apple iBookstore, B&N Nook Store, and the Kobo eBook
Store in the USA and worldwide. McAlester also hosts the LabNotes Podcast in
which he interviews some of publishing’s most innovative thinkers.
Nina Amir is an editor, proposal consultant, author and blog-to-book coach with over 34 years
experience. She wrote the bestselling How to Blog a Book:
How to Write, Publish and Promote Your Work One Post at a
Time, and five blogs: Write Nonfiction NOW!, How to Blog a
Book, As the Spirit Moves Me, and two Examiner.com
columns. Look for The Author Training Manual: 9 Steps to
Prepare You and Your Book Idea for Publishing Success in
2014.
Ron Martinez is an inventor, software developer, former Yahoo! VP, and founder of Invention
Arts. He created Aerbook Maker to allow authors to
create ebooks, apps, and media-rich marketing freebies
to distribute via Kindle, iBooks, iOS, Kindle Fire, and
Nook app stores. Aerbook Maker radically reduces the cost and complexity of
building ebooks and apps and offers features like integrated social media
sharing and SMS updates.

Karl Palachuk is an IT consultant for small business, an author, trainer, and motivational
speaker. He started SMBBooks to sell books, audio CDs, white papers, and
other materials, and Great Little Book Publishing Co., Inc. to
publish his books. Paluchuk has written ten books including
Publish Your First Book: A Quick-Start Guide to Professional
Self-Publishing, a 250-page guide to the most important
things you need to know to be successful in book publishing
today.

$99 for CWC Members - $139 for Non-Members
Sign up at www.cwcsacramentowriters.org
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SEPTEMBER CWC LUNCHEON SPEAKER
New York Times Bestselling Author James Rollins
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APPLICATION FOR CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH MEMBERSHIP
Name

Phone

Address

City

(

State

Email Address

)
Zip

Genre

Membership dues are $65, which include annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership
year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1.
Amount Enclosed:

$

Membership Category:
Active Member – Please include copies of published works and indicate genre.
Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre category.
Supporting Member – Benefits include luncheon meeting discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter.
Half Year
I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.).
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Bo 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758

CALIFORNIA WRITERS WEEK IS THE
3RD WEEK IN OCTOBER
2013-2014 CWC Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs
California Writers Club
Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor/Communications Director
P.O. Box 293263
Sacramento, CA 95829
SteveLiddick@Gmail.com

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line
Officers
Margie Yee Webb, President
Margie@CatMulan.com
Steve Liddick, VP/Programs
SteveLiddick@Gmail.com
Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership
VGrossenbacher@Comcast.net
Kimberly A. Edwards, Secretary
KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Robert Cooper, Treasurer
RobertCooper876@Gmail.com

Directors
Marilyn Smith-Murphy
NormaR@Surewest.net
Susan Osborn
SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net
Lisa Deines Wiggins
Ladtkd@Yahoo.com

Committees
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - VGrossenbacher@Comcast.net
Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com
Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com
Young Writers: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com
Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com
Outreach: Susan M. Osborn – SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net
Communications: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com
Seminar/Workshop: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net
Writers Network Speakers Coordinators: Jo Chandler & Kathy Landis – JoChandler3@Yahoo.com
Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com
NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Publishing Pathways: Tim Flynn – Tim@RelKeyBooks.com
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