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THE ELEMENTS OF 

COMMENTARY WRITING  
 

The Saturday, May 17, 2014 CWC Sacramento Branch 
luncheon speaker will be Sacramento Bee 
columnist Bruce Maiman. Bruce’s columns 
cover a wide range of subjects and he will share 
with CWC writers how their thoughts and 
writings might find their way into the pages of 
publications.  

He is a former radio talk show host. His 
opinions are featured on the Bee’s Op-Ed page 
every Tuesday. 

In an era where bookstores are closing every day, Bruce is a 
champion of independent bookstores and of the writers whose work 
populates them.  

Our guest speaker has worn many hats, from New York City cab 
driver to small-town college teacher to semi-pro football coach. 
Raised by a Jewish father and a Catholic mother, he grew up in New 
York City in a blue collar neighborhood filled with Roosevelt 
Democrats and Eisenhower Republicans, but he has also lived in 
some of the nation's smallest hamlets “among southern evangelicals 
and college town atheists.” No doubt this confusion would explain 
why he left a promising career in academia to become a radio 
broadcaster. There, he has spent many years as a morning DJ on 
music radio using sophomoric humor to entertain listeners until 
crossing into the world of talk radio where he uses Socratic 
reasoning to engage listeners. “Both endeavors,” he says, “are a crap 
shoot.”  

These days, Bruce fills in occasionally at KFBK and Capitol 
Public Radio while writing content for some 150 radio stations 
around the country, along with a regular column for the Sacramento 
Bee, “all at dirt wages.”  

He currently lives in Rocklin “among a combination of Stepford 
Wives and Desperate Housewives,” with his wife, daughter, two 
dogs, two cats and two parrots. 

 
 
 
 
Laurie Hoirup, author of I Can Dance: My Life With a 
Disability, had a busy April. She was on a southern 
California panel to discuss living with a disability. She 
also presented to a Roseville senior citizens group and 
hosted a booth at a resource fair for people with 
disabilities. 
 

Rosi Hollenbeck received Highlight’s High Five 
Magazine’s Pewter Plate Award for Best Action Rhyme, 
Feel the Beat, that was published in their July 2013 
issue.  
 

Mark Wiederander has several bookstore events 
planned for his novel, Stevenson’s Treasure, about 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s love-quest to California in 
1879: Friday, May 23, 2014, 6:30 p.m. at Face In A 
Book in El Dorado Hills; Saturday, June 7, 2014, 2:00 
p.m. at the Avid Reader in Downtown Sacramento. 
 

Frances Kakugawa spent three weeks in Hawaii 
addressing conferences and events on Grief and 
Caregiving, Literacy: How I Became a Writer and The 
Art of Caregiving. Also, Dear Frances-is a now a 
regular column in the Hawaii Herald on the subject of 
Caregivers.  
 

Nanci Lee Woody’s short story, Nothing's Going On, is 
set to be published in the Sand Hill Review in the Fall.  
 

Kimberly A. Edwards’ article, tentatively titled, Fresh 
with Flair at Hummingbird Beach Resort, is 
accompanied by photos. It is due out in the next issue of 
Tropical Traveller, a St. Lucia-based full-color 
magazine. 
 

Because Margaret Rhodes Crocker is included in 
Cheryl Stapp’s book, Disaster & Triumph: Sacramento 
Women, Gold Rush Through the Civil War The 
Daughters of Union Soldiers of the Civil War has named 
its new chapter after the cited historical figure. Cheryl 
spoke before the group April 5, 2014.  
 
 

(Continued on Page 6) 
 

AANNNNOOUUNNCCEEMMEENNTT  OOFF  CCWWCC  22001144  ––  22001155  OOFFFFIICCEERRSS  ––  SSEEEE  PPAAGGEE  33 
 

 

CWC Luncheon Meeting, Saturday, May 17, 2014 –– 11 a.m. 
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel) 

The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch 
 

Members $14.00 Non-Members $16.00 

May 2014 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 
 

 

Celebrating 105 Years 
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MARGIE YEE WEBB 

PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
Margie Yee Webb 

 

“Success is always sweeter when it’s shared.” –Howard Schultz, Starbucks 
 
Much appreciation to the members who have answered the call for help in the upcoming membership year! Thanks 

also to those who are willing to continue in their roles. 
If you are still thinking, we do have room on our team and I invite you to join us. If you are wondering how you can 

best participate, I welcome the chance to talk to you and the current officers would 
to. There are key roles that will need to be filled and there are numerous areas 
where we will need someone to pitch in or be a back-up. Serving in a back-up role 
is important since there may be times when a facilitator or chairperson is not 
available. 

“Success is seizing the day and accepting responsibility for your future. It’s 
seeing what other people don’t see, and pursuing that vision, no matter who tells 
you not to.” –Howard Schultz, Starbucks 

We are working on exciting plans in the months leading up to 2015 and into 
October 2015, the 90th anniversary of California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. 
An induction dinner was held on October 31, 1925, at the Senator Hotel in 
Sacramento and we were the first branch of the California Writers Club. 

If you value the club and what it has meant to our literary community, and if 
our club has been beneficial to you and your writing career, I invite you to be part 
of our success for the 90th anniversary celebration. Some of those tentative plans 
can only happen if we have enough people willing to contribute and to help make 
those plans a reality. 

“If people believe in the company they work for, they pour their hearts into making it better.” –Howard Schultz, 
Starbucks 

Everyone can bring unique strengths to the team that would benefit our members and club. I believe it and I believe in 
the California Writers Club. Do you? 

If you believe, bring your unique strengths and be part of our collaborative team. 
 

 

CWC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME NEAR 
 

Time to think about renewing your CWC membership for 2014-15. Membership renewal opens May 1, 
2014 and continues through June 30. You may renew by personal check or through PayPal via the CWC, 
Sacramento Branch website: www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org in the amount of $45.00. See Gini 
Grossenbacher for renewal forms and information at the renewals table at upcoming Writers Network and 
CWC Luncheon meetings.  

 

 

ANNUAL CWC PICNIC 
 

The 5th annual California Writers Club picnic is set for Saturday, July 19, 2014. The picnic will be at the Fire 
Circle in Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland and is open to all CWC members and their guests. Representatives from 
nearly all the branches are expected to attend since the picnic is the day before the Central Board meeting. As the legend 
of the founding of CWC goes, Joaquin Miller used to invite his writing friends, including Jack London, to his home for 
picnics and reading their latest works (much like our Open Mics) in the flat area that is now the Fire Circle. Thus we have 
ties to Joaquin Miller Park that go back to the days before the founding of CWC in 1909, and the creation of the park 
itself. 

 
The picnic combines a potluck, readings, networking, camaraderie and a “Lit Cake” competition – decorate any cake, 

cookie or other dessert with a literary theme. 
 
To RSVP for the picnic, contact CWC Sacramento Branch Central Board Representative Margie Yee Webb at 

mywebb@sbcglobal.net or (916) 213-0798. 
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NOMINEES FOR 2014-2015 CWC  

SACRAMENTO BRANCH OFFICERS 
 

Julie Bauer, Nominating Committee Chair, announced the nominations received for the California Writers 
Club, Sacramento Branch officer positions for July 2014-June 2015, and the nominees are: 
 

President: 
Margie Yee Webb – Current CWC Sacramento Branch President. She previously served as branch Board member (July 
2011-June 2013), branch President (July 2007-June 2011) and CWC NorCal Representative. She is also the CWC Central 
Board Vice President (since July 2012). Margie is the author/photographer of “Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and 
Inspiration for a Wonderful Life” and one of the producers of “FEMME: Women Healing the World.” 
 

First Vice President (Programs): 
Kimberly A. Edwards – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Secretary (since July 2011), Seminar Committee Chair and 
CWC NorCal Representative. She previously served as branch Board member (July 2007-June 2011), Writing Contest 
chair, and Seminar Committee member. Kim is a freelance writer with numerous articles and essays published in 
newspapers, newsstand magazines, trade magazines, and the IBPA Independent, a publication of the Independent Book 
Publishers Association. 
 

Second Vice President (Membership): 
Gini Grossenbacher – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Second Vice President and Membership Chair (since July 
2012). She previously served as branch Writing Contest Chair. Gini writes book reviews for CWC members and has 
published book reviews under the pen name Liz Allenby in the Historical Novels Review since 2006. She is working on 
two historical romances and a collection of poetry. Additionally, she is certified in the Amherst Writers & Artist method 
and offers classes. 
 

Secretary: 
Sandra Navarro –  
A newly returned former CWC member, Sandra is enthusiastic about serving the Sacramento Branch as Secretary. Her 
previous academic writing reflects her interest in the interplay of historical events and societal change. Applying this 
theme in a nonacademic venue, Sandra is currently working on an anthology of 150 years’ of her family’s “kitchen-table” 
stories. 
 

Treasurer: 
Robert E. Cooper – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Treasurer (since July 2009) and Seminar Committee member. 
Robert writes science fiction and is working on his first book. 
 

In June, the elected officers for the 2014-2015 membership year will be confirmed at the luncheon meeting. 
The elected officers shall assume their duties at the start of the membership year on July 1. Since these were 
the only nominations received, the nominees will be confirmed by acclamation. 

 

CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 

ELECTED OFFICERS AND APPOINTED POSITIONS 
 

All officers are responsible for setting a tone of engagement and for encouraging a harmonious and collaborative 
operation, both in meetings and in associated communication. Officers, directors, and event chairs must show 
personal integrity, be free of conflicts of interests, and carry out their duties in a professional manner. 
 

Elected Officers 
The five officers for the Sacramento Branch, elected for a one-year term, comprise the Executive Committee. The 
officer positions and a brief description of their duties follow. 
 

• President – Provides leadership and presides over the luncheon and board meetings. Prepares meeting 
agendas and keeps meetings running smoothly and on time. Appoints members to serve on the Board of Directors 
with the approval of the Executive Committee. Appoints committees and chairpersons with the advice and 
consent of the board. Presents ideas to the other officers and board members to increase the value of CWC 
membership. Conducts the business of the club in accordance with the policies and procedures, and bylaws. May 
serve as an authorized signer for all checks issued. 
 

• 1st Vice President / Programs – Identifies, contacts and schedules guest speakers for luncheon meetings and 
provides speakers with the date, time and location of the meeting. Provides speaker’s bio, topic and other 
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information to the branch newsletter editor, web coordinator and public relations chair. Serves as host to the 
speaker and introduces the speaker at luncheon meetings. Assumes the president’s duties when the president is 
unable to act. 
 

• 2nd Vice President / Membership – Collects and processes new member applications, membership dues and 
renewals utilizing the MRMS database system, in coordination with the Treasurer. Forwards appropriate forms 
and money to the Central Board. Provides email addresses for Write On! newsletter. May create subcommittees to 
handle the administration of membership matters, with approval of the board. May assume the president’s duties 
when the president is unable to act. 
 

• Secretary – Takes minutes of all board meetings and distributes the minutes to the board members for review 
and approval at the next scheduled board meeting. Handle official correspondence for CWC Sacramento Branch 
business as requested. Maintains a record of official minutes and correspondence. 
 

• Treasurer – Keeps all accounts in good order and prepare mandated quarterly statements and monthly reports 
for the CWC Sacramento Branch, and submit to the Central Board quarterly and annually. Report on the branch’s 
financial status at board meetings. Prepare an annual budget with input from the board. Processes checks and 
payments for membership dues and renewals utilizing the MRMS database system, in coordination with the 
Membership Chair. Processes checks and payments received for luncheon meetings, seminars, workshops and 
other branch activities. Writes checks for luncheon meetings, speakers’ honorariums and other approved club 
expenses. Serves as an authorized signer for all checks issued. 
 

Appointed Positions 
Besides the elected officers, there are numerous other key positions that are appointed positions. Two of those key 
positions, which are appointed by the president with approval of the board, are the following: 
 

• Newsletter Editor – Produces monthly newsletter Write On! for distribution to the branch membership and to 
the newsletter editors of the other CWC branches, except for the months of July, August and December, unless 
requested. Gather information of interest and value to the membership for the newsletter. May serve as chair for 
Newsletter Committee and recruit other members to assist, with approval of the board. 
 

• Web Coordinator – Maintains the CWC Sacramento Branch website. Post details of monthly luncheon 
meetings, Writers Network meetings, Open Mic events and other club activities. Receives and gathers content for 
the website. May serve as chair for Website Committee and recruit other members to assist, with approval of the 
board. 
 

Details for other appointed positions will be published in an upcoming issue of the newsletter. 
 

See the CWC Sacramento Policy and Procedures (March 2012) and the CWC Policy and Procedures 
(February 2013) for more information. 
 

CELEBRATE CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORE DAY ON MAY 3, 2014! 
 

Face In A Book Bookstore & Gifts is participating in the first California Bookstore Day on May 3, 2014, from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. and invites you to join in the celebration! 

 
“Shop local, support your favorite independent bookstore, and have a whole lot of fun! 

We’re celebrating California Bookstore Day on May 3rd with games and giveaways, poetry and 
performances. 

 
It’s an all-day celebration with poetry readings, a comic performance of William 

Shakespeare’s Star Wars, games, food, music and book giveaways! Independent bookstores 
across California are offering special items on this day only – prints and books created by 
authors and illustrators in their special effort to support independent bookstores. Join us!” 

 
Visit Face In A Book at the El Dorado Hills Town Center at 4359 Town Center Blvd., #113, 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762. Owner Tina Ferguson presented at our Writers Network meeting in 
February. This month, be sure to wish Face In A Book a Happy 2nd Anniversary! 

 
California Bookstore Day was created to celebrate books and independent bookstores with exclusive books and art 

pieces available only on that day. For more on the California Bookstore Day celebration and to find other participating 
bookstores, visit cabookstoreday.com. 
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WWrriitteerrss  

NNeettwwoorrkk  

 

A MEMOIR WITH HOPE 
 

The speaker at the Friday, May 2, 2014 CWC Writers Network will be Linda Bello-Ruiz, author of From Tears to 
Triumph: My Journey to The House of Hope. Linda Caridad Cassells (Bello-Ruiz) co-founded and directed the House  

of Hope—the first safe-haven for street girls, runaways, and underage 
prostitutes in Costa Rica. She was a twenty-three-year-old college dropout 
when she took on the project, and relied on her faith and determination which 

was much bigger than her curriculum vitae. 
During the summer of 1970, nineteen-year-old Linda stops on the way home 

from work to talk to a handsome stranger. That chance meeting on a San Francisco 
street corner changed the course of her life. Linda’s compassionate, gripping, and soul-
searching memoir tells the story of her remarkable journey from the darkness of despair 

and crushed dreams to the creation of a house that provided hope. After her return to the United 
States in 1976, she went back to college and earned her master’s Degree in Psychology from 
Sonoma State University. 

 

http://lindabelloruiz.com/ 
 

The CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting is held the first Friday of the month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the 
International House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova. Meetings are free. Attendees pay for 
their own breakfast. 

 
 

 OPEN MIC 
 

Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others to enjoy the second Friday of every 
month. The public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is 
Friday, May 9, 2014 at Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the 
Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free to the public. For more details, contact Julie Bauer at: 
joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.  

You may also get additional information at the CWC website: 
 

 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 
 

THE CALIFORNIA CAPITAL BOOK FESTIVAL 
 

Save the Date: Saturday and Sunday, October 25-26, 2014 for the California Capital Book Festival at the Sacramento 
Convention Center. The theme is: CALIFORNIA LOVES TO READ. The festival is a FREE event. Meet and hear famous authors 
and illustrators from across the U.S. and around the world. Also, presentations, children’s entertainment/activities, booksellers and 
exhibitors. www.ccbookfestival.com 
 

BRENDA NOVAK’S ONLINE AUCTION FOR DIABETES RESEARCH 
 

In May, Brenda Novak’s Annual Online Auction for Diabetes Research will be offering something for everyone, 
from writers to readers to collectors to shopping enthusiasts. New York Times and USA Today Bestselling Author 
Brenda Novak started the auction after the youngest of her five sons was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at the age of 
five. This year marks the 10th anniversary of the online auction, which has raised over $2 million dollars so far, and all 
proceeds will go to benefit the Diabetes Research Institute. 

The online auction starts May 1st and ends May 31st. Check out the thousands of items at 
http://brendanovak.auctionanything.com/ and “shop” to support this worthy cause. 

 
Look for an item we are donating: “One-Year Membership in California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch (from 

July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2014) for one person plus Meeting Fees paid to attend the California Writers Club, 
Sacramento Branch Luncheon Meeting on June 21, 2014, for two people.” The June luncheon meeting, at Cattlemens in 
Rancho Cordova, will feature Gordon Warnock, founding partner at Foreword Literary, who serves as literary agent 
and editorial director of the Fast Foreword digital publishing program. 

LINDA BELLO-RUIZ 
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NEW CENTRAL BOARD OFFICERS & APPOINTEES FOR 2014 
Compiled by Linda Brown 

 
President David George, Mt. Diablo, became a dual member of the Mt. Diablo and Berkeley branches in 2004. In 2009, 
Mt. Diablo awarded him lifetime member status. Dave has held a number of board-level positions at both branches as 
well as the Central Board. Dave’s writing career 
includes short stories, poems, and nonfiction. He 
has won writing awards, most recently First Place 
in the CWC-San Francisco/Peninsula’s Jack London 
Annual Writing Contest.  
 
Vice-President Margie Yee Webb, Sacramento, is 
author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful 
Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful 
Life and Producer of FEMME: Women Healing the 
World. She has served as the CWC-CB’s Vice 
President since July 2012 and has also served as 
the CB’s Member At-Large. Margie is the CWC 
Sacramento Branch President. In 2011 the 
Sacramento branch recognized her ongoing 
contributions with their branch’s Jack London 
Award for service.  
 
Secretary Joyce Krieg, Central Coast, is the 
author of the Shauna J. Bogart Talk Radio Mystery 
Series: Murder Off Mike, Slip Cue, and Riding 
Gain, (St. Martin’s Minotaur). She joined the CWC 
in 2004 and currently leads CWC-NorCal. Joyce 
designed the new CWC banner and brochure. A 
former newspaper reporter, TV announcer, radio 
reporter, and newscaster, Joyce became 
promotion director for Sacramento’s KFBK 
News/Talk 1530.  
 
Treasurer Sharon Svitak, Tri-Valley Writers, has 
been a CWC member since 2009. She writes 
romance and is a member of the Romance Writers 
of America. Her published works include Letters 
to Ethan, Joe’s Story; ―A Book of Memories‖ 
(Chicken Soup for the Soul: Grieving and Recovery); and ―Medical Benefits” (Voices of the Valley – Encore). Sharon has 
held three positions at her branch and also serves as the CB’s Membership Chair, producing statewide membership 
reports.  
 
Member-At-Large Ray Malus, San Fernando Valley Branch, joined the CWC in 2009. He writes fiction, poetry, and 
essays, and published Ashes In Yonkers, 'Stories You'd Give A Shit About—If I Was Famous. Ray has served as branch 
webmaster and newsletter editor. Ray also designed and administers the Member Record Management System (MRMS), 
which makes it easy to share contact information within the branches.  
 
PR Director Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, East Sierra, has written for newspapers throughout California and several 
magazines, including Redbook, Cosmopolitan, and Desert Companion. She’s authored over a dozen books on popular 
culture, including The Honeymooners Companion: The Kramdens. Donna joined the East Sierra Branch CWC in 1998 
where she been president, secretary, and program chair. At regional level, she chairs CWC-South. At the CWC state 
level, she serves as a representative on the Central Board.  
 
Literary Review Editor Dave LaRoche, South Bay, has published many short stories and has just finished the first draft 
of a novel. Dave has represented the South Bay Branch at the Club’s Central Board for six years and has spearheaded 
several changes greatly reducing costs. He currently serves as the CB’s Standards and Policy Chair in addition to editing 
the annual CWC Literary Review.
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CONTESTS 
SLO NightWriters 25th Annual Writing Contest 

(SLO NightWriters, San Luis Obispo) 

The 2014 Golden Quill Awards 

Short Story/Memoir – 1,000 word maximum; Poetry – 40 line maximum 

Entries must include the words ‘Déjà vu’ and depict the theme. 

Entry Fee: $15 per entry, multiple entries are allowed in both categories 

Prizes: $750 – First Prize, $400 – Second Prize, for each category, plus Honorable Mentions 

Submissions Accepted through June 30th, 2014 

ALL WRITERS ARE WELCOME! 

Visit our website for more contest details at: www.slonightwriters.org 

Tom Snow, Contest Director 

Contest email: nightwriterscontest@gmail.com 

In association with The Central Coast Writers Conference: www.communityprograms.net 

(You do not need to attend the conference to enter) 
 

More contests, courtesy of Diana Paul, CWC Central Coast Branch 
 

1) Academy of American Poets  
James Laughlin Award  
Deadline: May 15, 2014  
Entry Fee: None  
Website: www.poets.org/awards  
Details: The James Laughlin Award is given to recognize and support a poet's second book. Only manuscripts already 
under contract with publishers are considered.  
 

2) Ashland Poetry Press  
Richard Snyder Publication Prize  
Deadline: April 30, 2014  
Entry Fee: $25  
Website: http://www.ashlandpoetrypress.com/guidelines/snyder-prize 
Details: Original collection of poems of 50 to 80 pages.  
 

3) Winning Writers  
Tom Howard/John H. Reid Fiction and Essay Contest  
Deadline: April 30, 2014  
Entry Fee: $16  
Website: https://winningwriters.com/our-contests/tom-howard-john-h-reid-fiction-essay-contest 
Details: Both published and unpublished work may be submitted. 6000-word limit. 
 

 

 
 

The road to hell  
is paved with adverbs 

 

Enid Bagnold 

 

 
 

                            (Continued from Page One) 
 

Rosi Hollenbeck’s children’s short story, Rebecca 
Star, took third place in the Friends of the Elk Grove 
Library’s 2014 Doug Davolt Short Story Contest. 
 

Dahlynn McKowen spoke at the Erma Bombeck 
Writers’ Workshop in Dayton, OH, April 10-12, 2014. 
The workshop, attended by humor writers from all 
over the nation, is only held every other year. 
 

 

CCCCCCCCWWWWWWWWCCCCCCCC        MMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS 
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APRIL 19, 2014 CWC LUNCHEON 
Kari Hagensmith, Speaker, Coach, Author 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KARI HAGENSMITH ON “SPEAKING YOUR WAY TO BOOK SALES” 

  
Thanks to Kari Hagensmith for filling in at our April luncheon! Kari said, “Create a movie in the mind of your 

audience that continues to play until they have to buy your book.” Her presentation, “Speaking Your Way to Book Sales”, 
was inspiring and helped us to: 

• Learn the 5 keys to outcome engineering your talk to get them hooked 

• Understand what they really want to know not just what you want to tell them 

• Explore the secrets to a good author interview 

Kari Hagensmith has successfully 
used speaking as a marketing tool for over 
25 years. Originally hired by other 
platform speakers and companies to attract 
new business Kari, has created her 5 YES! 
formula for 'stealth sales' speaking. Along 
with The Secret Weapon, Inc partner 
Karen Wells they teach a weekend course 
"Speaking for Profit." For more, see 
TheSecretWeaponInc.com. She is the 
author of The Girlfriend Will. 
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APRIL 4, 2014 WRITERS NETWORK 
Frances Kakugawa and Her Fabulous Presentation 

by Lisa Deines Wiggins 
 

On April 4th, 2014, author Frances Kakugawa was the speaker for the CWC Sacramento Branch Writers Network 
breakfast meeting.  Her topic was "How to Give Fabulous Presentations," and Frances did just that. Employing selective 
readings, personal experience stories, and visual aids, she shared wonderful tips and engaged the members.  A sampling of 
her advice: 
 

1. Respect the time limit. This is crucial if you want to be asked to talk again for the same group.  
2. Have a lectern so that you can be organized without being distracting.  You should have note cards, but if they are 

visible, people will pay more attention to the cards and how many are left than they will to your speech.  
3. Don’t give away your book in the talk.  Use selective readings that give the flavor of your writing without giving 

away the plot or essence.  If you tell them everything, some people don’t think they need to read the book.  
4. Use passion, but be relatable.    

 

Frances is the author of several books, including the Wordsworth children books series, “Breaking the Silence: A 
Caregiver’s Voice,” and “Kopoho: Memoir of a Modern Pompeii”.   
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH  

ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC 

Name  Phone (        )  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Email Address  Genre  

Website  

        
New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20.  When applying 
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members).  The membership 
year is July 1 through June 30.  Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1. 
        
  Amount Enclosed: $  Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch 

        
Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer.  Please include writing samples and indicate genre. 

  

 

Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC 
branch newsletter. 

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.). 

        
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758 

Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com 
 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond, 

supporting writers and others in the literary community. 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 

 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  MMAAYY  33,,  22001144  IISS  CCAALLIIFFOORRNNIIAA  BBOOOOKKSSTTOORREE  DDAAYY  
 

22001133--22001144  CCWWCC  OOffffiicceerrss,,  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  aanndd  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrss  
 

 California Writers Club Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor 
 Sacramento Branch P.O. Box 293263 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org Sacramento, CA 95829 
  SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 

To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line 
 

 Officers Board of Directors 
 Margie Yee Webb, President Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
 MYWebb@sbcglobal.net NormaR@Surewest.net 
 Steve Liddick, VP/Programs Lisa Deines Wiggins 
 SteveLiddick@Gmail.com Ladtkd@Yahoo.com  
 Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership   
 Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com  
 Kimberly A. Edwards, Secretary  
 KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net  
 Robert Cooper, Treasurer  
 RobertCooper876@Gmail.com 
 

 Committees 
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com 
Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
Nominating: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Public Relations: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Seminar/Workshop: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net 
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