
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MAY CWC LUNCHEON SPEAKER 
 

Phawnda Moore, an award-winning editor and full-service 
publication designer, leads writers through the historical highlights of 
their profession at the California Writers Club luncheon on Saturday, 
May 18, 2013 at 11 a.m.   She will present The 
Power of Words at Cattlemens Restaurant, 12409 
Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (in the Nimbus 
Wineries, Hazel Ave. at Hwy. 50). Members and 
guests are welcome.   

She will offer tips for self-publishers: how to 
prepare a manuscript for editing, write style sheets, 
strengthen a message, and, get the best results in 
words and images from editors and illustrators. 

“Words define us,” Moore said.  “We realize 
how important words are when we write: a book, our 
wedding vows, a eulogy.  The 26 letters of our ancestry become the 
words of our legacy.”  

Moore, also a professional calligrapher, will speak about the 
beginning of words and early scribes. Pictograms evolved into Roman 
letters; sacred manuscripts led to the development of type and the 
invention of the printing press.  Then came the Internet.  

Moore has edited and designed books for seven self-published 
California authors.   She has been recognized twice by NSPRA, 
received a Clarion Award in 2011 for writing the California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office Style Guide, and has had numerous 
creative articles published. 

 

Her work may be viewed at  www.journalismdesign.net 
 

JUNE SPEAKER 
 

Writing coach Bud Gardner and author Jennifer Martin will address 
the CWC June 15, 2013 luncheon, the final luncheon before the 
summer break.  Bud taught creative writing at American River College.  
He mentored CWC member/past presenter Dahlynn McKowen, who 
says luncheon attendees can expect a very entertaining presentation. 

  
 
 
 
Lowell Streiker’s first publication since 
moving to Rancho Murieta is, A Little More 
Time, in Guidepost's new magazine, Mysterious 
Ways.  The article is about how his poodle, 
Gus, guided him through colon and kidney 
cancer after being told he had two years to live.  
That was 20 years ago. 
 

Linda Lohman is doing a happy dance these 
days.  She had a story accepted for the 20th 
Anniversary Chicken Soup for the Soul book, 
due out June 25th.  The story is: How Chicken 
Soup for the Soul Thanks Mom, Taught Me 
How To Read.   

(Continued on Page 4) 
 

MARCH LUNCHEON A HIT 
 

The new CWC luncheon Cattlemens Restaurant 
location drew a larger-than-usual number of 
CWC members.  In part because of the fine 
facility and in part because of the subject of the 
presentation.   
 

(Details and photos on Page 4) 
 

LUNCHEON DRAWING 
RIDES AGAIN 

 

The drawing for book prizes was reinstated At 
the March 16, 2013 CWC Sacramento Branch 
luncheon.  The raffles will continue at future 

luncheons ($1.00 per ticket, available at check-
in).  A wide selection of hard cover and 

paperback books is available to the winners, 
including many of special interest to writers.   

 
  

CWC Luncheon Meeting Saturday, May 18, 2013 –– 11 a.m. 
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova 
The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch 

 

 Members $12.00 Non-Members $14.00 
 
 

May 2013 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

 

 Celebrating 104 Years 
 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 
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NOMINEES FOR 2013-2014 CWC OFFICES 
 
President:  
Margie Yee Webb – Past CWC Sacramento Branch President (2007-2011) and CWC NorCal Representative.  
Current branch board member, Seminar Committee member and CWC Central Board Vice President. Margie 
is the author/photographer of “Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life.”  
 

First Vice President (Programs):  
Steve Liddick – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Write On! Newsletter Editor, Communications Director 
and board member.  Previously served as branch board member (2009-2011), Public Relations Director and 
workshop committee chair.  Steve is the author of four novels, a memoir and a camping cookbook.  
 

Second Vice President (Membership):  
Liz Allenby – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Second Vice President and membership chair, handling new 
members and overseeing membership renewals.  Branch writing contest chair (since 2012).  Liz writes book 
reviews for CWC members and has published in the Historical Novels Review (since 2006).  She is working on 
two historical romances.  
 

Secretary:  
Kimberly A. Edwards – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Secretary, Seminar Committee Chair and CWC 
NorCal Representative.  Previously served as branch board member (2007-2011), writing contest chair, and 
workshop committee member.  Kim is a freelance writer with numerous articles and essays published in 
newsstand/trade magazines and newspapers.  
 

Treasurer:  
Robert E. Cooper – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Treasurer (since 2009) and workshop committee 
member.  Robert writes science fiction and is working on his first book. 
 

DDUUTTIIEESS  OOFF  CCWWCC  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTTOO  BBRRAANNCCHH  OOFFFFIICCEERRSS  
 

 

President: Presides over official meetings; creates and distributes meeting agendas; selects members to serve 
on the Board of Directors; appoints committee chairs and, (upon approval by the full board) is responsible for 
management and direction of the branch. 
 

1st Vice President: Assumes president’s duties when president is unable to act; arranges for guest luncheon 
speakers, relays pertinent CWC information to Public Relations Chair, Newsletter Editor and Web 
Coordinator. 
 

2nd Vice President: Administers membership matters; including collection of new and renewals, new member 
applications, learns and uses the Member Record Management System (MRMS) and tracks email and 
residential addresses and other information.  
 

Secretary: Takes minutes of branch board meetings and distributes them; handles official correspondence as 
requested by the President. 
 

Treasurer:  Keeps accounts in good order and prepares quarterly balance sheet and other reports for the CWC 
board and the Central Board; prepares an annual budget; learns and uses the Member Record Management 
System (MRMS) and is an authorized signer for checks issued to vendors. 
 

iinnssttaallllaattiioonn  ooff  ooffffiicceerrss,,  JJuunnee  1155  
 



 3 

 

MARCH CWC LUNCHEON PROGRAM 
A review by Susan M. Osborn 

 

If you attended CWC’s first meeting at Cattlemens Restaurant on March 16, 2013, you were among the lucky ones. 
Not only did a panel of distinguished members share a wide range of ideas and extremely valuable tips about research; 
they responded knowledgably to questions the audience raised. 

Kim Edwards Michael Troyan Frances Kakugawa Steve Liddick Margie Yee Webb  
 

Michael Troyan, Community Relations Manager for Barnes & Noble and author of A Rose for Mrs. Miniver. The Life of Greer 
Garson and of MGM, Hollywood’s Greatest Backlot, emphasized the value of getting to know your librarian.  He also recommended 
using the “C.R.A.P. Test” to evaluate the value and validity of research sources.  Questions to ask are: 

• Currency: How recent is the information?  Is it current enough? 
• Reliability: Are citations/references provided?   
• Authority: Who is the author? What are his/her credentials? 
• Purpose: What is the author’s intent/point of view? Is it unbiased? 

 

Kimberly Edwards is a freelance writer of how-to, self-help, and human interest articles, and essays for trade magazines and 
newspapers.  She identified these keys to conducting research:  
 

“What you delve into hinges on the nature of the piece, its length, the readership, and your editorial needs. Sometimes the 
freshest content comes from your personal observations and direct quotes. The trick is to gather information, however informal, 
and then design a window into the subject.  

“Digging uncovers interest ‘nubs’ and hooks. It opens doors, as in the case of a query to a magazine editor when you show 
you’re familiar with the publication and can propose a suitable article slant.  

“Knowledge grows legs – credibility and license to offer perspective. Research adds depth and breadth to writing; a 
detail can authenticate a subject or setting. Sometimes, however, the most painful test is choosing what to omit – leaving 
behind a tantalizing fact that isn’t needed to complete the article.” 

 

Frances Kakugawa is a published poet and award-winning author.  Her 11 publications include two books on caregiving, three 
children’s books and a memoir (Kapoho: Memoir of a Modern Pompeii).  She stressed the importance of keeping readers in mind at 
every stage of producing a written work. 
 

“Whatever research we're doing, we must take the reader along with us.  To maintain this connection we must come to our 
written work not only with our intellect but with all of our senses.  This means being aware at the humanistic level of who we 
are; otherwise, the same data can be found via Google. We need this thread of humanity to make our work jump off the 
pages. 
“We need the best editors to professionalize our presentation.  Editors can make a tremendous difference, depending on their 
gender, age, and style of writing.” 
 

Steve Liddick has extensive experience in radio, TV and print media.  He is the author of three novels, a camping cookbook, and his 
memoir, But First, This Message: A Quirky Journey in Broadcasting.  Among Steve’s remarks were the following: 



 4 

 

“Whether you are writing a novel, a non-fiction work, a memoir, a magazine article or a church bulletin, accuracy is 
critical.  Your credibility is at stake.  Even if you are an expert in the area you are writing about, don't rely on your memory.   

“Be wary of the Internet; check the facts with several sources.  If you tell me a jetliner is very fast I will believe you.  If 
you tell me a jetliner travels at 500-miles-per-hour, be sure that is accurate.  Having said that, I suggest you not overwhelm 
your reader with unnecessary details. 

“Be bold in your research.  You would be amazed at the ease with which you can access top experts simply by calling 
them.  Most are eager to share their knowledge and your book will be better for it.” 

 

Kudos to Margie Yee Webb, past CWC Sacramento Branch President and author of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and 
Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, who planned and coordinated this event, served as the moderator, and fielded questions after the 
speakers’ presentations.   

Cattlemens easily accommodated the solid turnout.  There was space to network before and after the program, the microphone 
ensured the speakers would be heard, the buffet food was tasty, and the wait staff were efficient but not intrusive.   

In short, this was a wonderful way to spend a Saturday morning!   
 

 

March 16, 2013 CWC luncheon presentation: The Importance of 
Research in Writing.  Presenters offered suggestions on methods of 
finding information to add to a writer’s credibility and to avoid some 
of the traps we often fall into. 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 (Continued from Page 1) 
 
Nan Mahon has written a musical production, History of the Blues, sponsored by the City of Elk Grove.  One night only at the 
Sheldon High School Performing Arts Theater, April 27, 2013, 7 p.m.  The show is FREE, but you must have a ticket.  Tickets may 
be obtained at: www.cityofelkgrove.org 
 

Karl W. Palachuk released the second edition of his Managed Services in a Month book in January in paperback, ebook, audio book 
and a Spanish language edition.  It deals with running a small technology consulting business.  It has been Amazon’s “Managed 
Services”  #1 book on Amazon for over four years. 
 

Shirley Parenteau’s Candlewick picture book, Bears In Beds, was featured in Scholastic's school catalog, the Honeybee Book Club 
in February.  The bears are being made into pocket-size plush toys in Japan where the books have been amazingly popular.  The toy 
bears may also be available in the U.S. 
 

Suzanne Blaney has been invited to speak May 24, 2013 at the California Federation of Women's Clubs' annual convention in Los 
Angeles about her writing career and newly published novel: Somewhere the Road Turns and Adventure in Color - the Impressionism 
of Anita Wolff, released in late 2011. (Sblaney@suzanneblaney.com) 
 

Kimberly A. Edwards’ Indian Elephant Festival appears in the April 2013 International Travel News; her Pioneers in Petticoats: 
Author Highlights Hometown History (about CWC member Cheryl Stapp’s historical non-fiction book) appeared in the January 15, 
2013 Senior Spectrum. 
 

Margie Yee Webb, co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats, announced that the deadline for submitting true, endearing cat 
stories has been extended to June 1, 2013.  Publishing Syndicate signed with independent book distributor, Small Press United and 
adjusted the production schedule.  Submit stories to: www.PublishingSyndicate.com. 

CCCCCCCCWWWWWWWWCCCCCCCC        MMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS  

Thinking about writing is not writing;  
Talking about writing is not writing; 
Writing is writing. 
The world is waiting for your thoughts. 

Write when you know you’re at your best. 
 

Toni Morrison 
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Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others the second Friday of every month,.  The 
public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings.  The next Open Mic is Friday, May 10, 
2013 at Barnes and Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the Birdcage Center).  
Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m.  Free to the public.  For more details, contact Julie Bauer at: 
joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.   
You may also get additional information at the CWC website: 

 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 

 

 

The California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch’s Writers Network presents David Tunno on Screenwriting for 
Fun and Profit at the Friday, May 3, 2013 breakfast meeting.  David is a former actor and has written two 
screenplays.  He will discuss screenwriting and the software used, registration, getting an agent, and marketing, as 
well as writing treatments, synopsis and log lines.  He is a jury consultant and author of Fixing the Engine of 
Justice: Diagnosis and Repair of Our Jury System.  David has a B.A. in theater, and a Communications Masters 
Degree, from the University of Portland.  His website is: www.tunno.com. 

 

 

Past CWC, Sacramento Branch President Margie Yee Webb is a master at networking and shared her experiences and 
techniques at the April 5, 2013 Writers Network breakfast meeting.   

Margie Yee Webb Kiyo Sato Kim Edwards Kathy Landis Mike Brandt Liz Allenby 
 

Not to be confused with Internet ‘social networking’, Margie’s way of making friends and spreading the word about her 
own writing, is through one-on-one contacts wherever she goes . . . selling her books (Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: 

Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life).  CWC has benefited from Margie’s outreach by her locating interesting 
CWC luncheon and Writers Network speakers and learning things in her travels that benefit branch members. 
 
 

FREE WRITING WEBINAR 
 

A Free webinar with writing coach Teresa LeYung-Ryan: 3 Steps To Building Your Fanbase 

While Writing Your Fiction or Nonfiction Book:  
 

May 9, 2013, 10:30 a.m.;  
May 28, 2013, 4:30 p.m. 

 

Register at: www.authorlearningcenter.com. 
 
 

WWrriitteerrss  
NNeettwwoorrkk  

OPEN 

MIC 
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Invitation to participate in “Legends” challenge 
 

Members of California Writers Club are invited to submit one poem and one piece 
each of prose—fiction and non-fiction—to the 4th annual White Buffalo Native 

American Literary Challenge produced by Great Spirit Publishing.  There is no entry 
fee and authors retain all rights. Barbara Callahan Quin, editor, is judge.  Wanda Sue 

Parrott, member of Central Coast Writers branch, is co-editor. 
Selected entries will be published this fall in the anthology featuring winners of the 

2013 White Buffalo Native American Poet Laureate contest, Gifts of the Great Spirit, 
LEGENDS, Volume IV.  Each contributor will receive a free copy of the book.  Native 

American ancestry is not necessary; writing in the spirit of Great Spirit is required.  
Postmark deadline is 6/30/13. Here is how to participate: 

Concentrate on the silhouette of the Indian Brave on the book cover at the right and 
write a poem no longer than two pages long, or prose (fiction and/or non-fiction) in 

3500 words or less about Impressions you receive.  Who is he?  Where is he?  What is 

he doing?  When is it?  Why? What Is his message, if he has one?  Send one copy of 
each submission, with your name, address, e-mail and phone on the first page, to: 
Legends, c/o WSP Literary Fund, P. O. Box 1821, Monterey, CA 93942-1821.  

Enclose two #10 stamped envelopes, one addressed to you, the other blank.  Winners to 
be advised in July.  Further details at: www.amykitchenerfdn.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL CWC PICNIC 
 

The 4th annual California Writers Club picnic will be held at the Fire Circle in Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland 
on Saturday, July 20, 2013, the day before the Central Board meeting. As the legend of the founding of CWC goes, 
Joaquin Miller used to invite his writing friends, including Jack London, to his home for picnics and reading their 
latest works to each other (much like our Open Mics) in the flat area that is now the Fire Circle. Thus we have ties to 
Joaquin Miller Park that go back to the days before the founding of CWC in 1909, and the creation of the park itself. 

The picnic, open to ALL CWC members and their guests, combines a potluck, readings, networking, camaraderie 
and a “Lit Cake” competition – decorate any cake, cookie or other dessert with a literary theme. 

More details to follow.  To RSVP for the picnic, contact our CWC, Sacramento Branch Central Board 
Representative Margie Yee Webb at Margie@CatMulan.com  or (916) 213-0798.  

 

Thinking about writing is not writing;  
Talking about writing is not writing; 
Writing is writing. 
The world is waiting for your thoughts. 

The big challenge for biographers nowadays isn’t getting the information.  It’s 
stopping the flow, knowing when you’re done.   

Emily Toth 
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CWC Membership Renewal Time! 
 

Membership renewal time is fast approaching.  The membership year runs July 1 through June 30.  Your $45.00 
renewal dues may be sent with your application indicating membership category to me, Liz Allenby, 5408 

Stanmore Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758.  Don't forget renewals are due July 1, 2013.  Membership application 
available on our website (and below). Questions?  Email:  LizAllenby@comcast.net 

 

APPLICATION FOR CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH MEMBERSHIP 

Name  Phone (        )  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Email Address  Genre  
        
Membership dues are $65, which include annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20.  When applying 
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members).  The membership 
year is July 1 through June 30.  Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1. 
        
  Amount Enclosed: $    

        
Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer.  Please include writing samples and indicate genre category. 

  Supporting Member – Benefits include luncheon meeting discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter. 

  Half Year 

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (Roster is for members’ information only). 

        
Mail to: CWC Membership Chair, Liz Allenby, 5408 Stanmore Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758 

 
 

22001122--22001133  CCWWCC  OOffffiicceerrss,,  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrss  
 

 California Writers Club Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor/Communications Director 
 Sacramento Branch P.O. Box 293263 
  Sacramento, CA 95829 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org  SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line 
 

 Officers Board of Directors 
 Marsha Robinson, President Steve Liddick  
 MarshaR@Quiknet.com Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
 Cheryl Stapp, VP/Programs Nancy Ware  
 Chermail1@Yahoo.com  Margie Yee Webb 
 Liz Allenby, VP/Membership  
 Kimberly Edwards, Secretary  
 Robert Cooper, Treasurer  
  
 Committee/Chair 
 Membership: Liz Allenby – LizAllenby@Comcast.net 
 Contest: Liz Allenby - LizAllenby@Comcast.net 
 Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
 Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com 
 Outreach: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com 
 Communications Director: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 Seminar/Workshop: Kim Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
 Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net 
 Writers Network: C.J. Larson - Contact Marsha Robinson – MarshaR@Quiknet.com 
 Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com  
 NorCal Rep: Kim Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
 

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line 

Copyright © 2013 by the California 

Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.  All 

rights reserved.  Write On! Is published 

by the California Writers Club, 

Sacramento Branch on behalf of its 

members.  The California Writers Club 

assumes no legal liability or 

responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or usefulness of any 

information, process, product, method 

or policy described in this newsletter. 
 

Business card-size ads are now offered 
in Write On! at $25 per newsletter issue. 
Contact Marsha Robinson at: 

MarshaR@Quiknet.com 


