Newsletter of the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Celebrating 105 Years

March 2014

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills.

March
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IN IT TO WIN IT!
HOW ENTERING
WRITING CONTESTS
CAN PAY OFF

The Saturday, March 15, 2014, CWC luncheon meeting will
feature a panel discussion on the value of writing competitions.
Whether writing fiction or nonfiction, entering contests can pay off–in
money, prestige, recognition and more!
The panel will address reasons for entering writing competitions;
adapting your story, essay, etc. to meet specific contest requirements
(including word count, topic, genre and theme); and reasonable entry
fees. Plus tips on manuscript review techniques and working with a
critique group to boost your odds of winning will be revealed. These
tips will help you sharpen your writing material even if you do not plan
to enter that work in a contest.
The panel members are:
Gini Grossenbacher, certified in the Amherst Writers & Artists
method, she has a B.A. in English and a Master’s of Science in
Education and is an experienced teacher of English. She published over
thirty book reviews under the pen name Liz Allenby for the Historical
Novels Review. At work on her own historical novels and poetry, she is
currently 2nd Vice President, Membership, of the California Writers
Club, Sacramento Branch.
Marsha Porter has co-authored a DVD movie guide and published
numerous articles. Entering writing contests is one of her favorite
passtimes. She got her start in essay writing when the 500 word essay
was the punishment du jour at her Catholic grade school. She taught
English for 35 years and served as a California Writers Club officer for
many years and is a past president of the CWC, Sacramento Branch.
Margie Yee Webb, author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful
Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, producer of the
film, FEMME: Women Healing the World, and co-editor of Not Your
Mother’s Book . . . On Cats (Fall 2014). She is president of the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch; and vice president of the
California Writers Club, which oversees the 19 branches.
There will be a question and answer session and an opportunity for
attendees to share their contest experience as time permits.

CWC MEMBER NEWS
Gina Mulligan won third prize in the Novel Excerpt
category in the 2013 Soul-Making Keats Literary
Competition. All are welcome to the awards reading at
the Main Library in San Francisco (100 Larkin Street at
Grove) on March 30, 2014. Doors open at 12:30 p.m.
Laurie Hoirup had a booth at the Spinal Muscular
Atrophy (SMA) walk/fundraiser on Sunday, February
23, 2014 at the Crocker Museum to promote her
memoir, I Can Dance: My Life with a Disability.
Kim Edwards’ article, Preparing for Nob Hill 2014,
appeared in the January 2014 San Francisco Writers
Conference newsletter.
The latest book in Cindy Sample’s humorous romantic
mystery series is titled, Dying for a Daiquiri. It has been
nominated as a finalist for the 2014 LEFTY Award for
best humorous mystery. The awards will be announced
on March 22, 2014.
Cheryl Stapp will speak at the Sacramento Library in
Greenhaven (the Pocket area) on March 12, 2014 at 6:30
p.m. March is national Women's History Month;
Cheryl's topic is women pioneers.
Shirley Parenteau's picture book Bears in Beds will be
re-released in a small toddler board book format in
March. The third full size picture book in the series,
Bears in the Bath, is scheduled for publication in April.
Both are from Candlewick Press.
Kathleen Landis contributed "Taking the Plunge," a
look at Reyjkavik, Iceland’s thermal swimming pools, to
Where The Locals Go, a February 2014 travel book by
the National Geographic Society. "Sweet Dreams," a
nature article that highlights various animals’ sleep
habits, appeared in the February, 2014 issue of Boys’
Life magazine.

SATURDAY,, MAY 3,, 2014 IS
CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORE DAY

CWC Luncheon Meeting, Saturday, March 15, 2014 –– 11 a.m.
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel)
The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch
Members $14.00

(NOTE MEETING FEE INCREASE)

Non-Members $16.00

KIYO SATO TO SHARE HER PATH TO PUBLISHING STORY
Award-winning memoirist Kiyo Sato, author of Kiyo’s Story: A Japanese-American Family’s Quest for the American
Dream (originally titled: Dandelion Through the Crack) will address the CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting on March
7, 2014. During her presentation, Leaving Footprints: You, too, can Write a Memoir, she will talk about why she decided to
write the story of the stages of her life before, after and during World War II and her
family’s forced stay at a Japanese-American internment camp during the war. She will
also share how she originally published the book, and what it meant to have the work
Writers
picked up by a publishing house—the benefits and the challenges. For example, the
Network
publisher changed the name of the book from Dandelion Through the Crack (based on
her father’s Haiku) to Kiyo’s Story and he would not be persuaded otherwise. Dandelion
Through the Crack and its author starting making news from day one, and in 2008, Kiyo
received the William Saroyan International Prize for (non-fiction). Her work has received
numerous other awards since its publication. Kiyo, a public health nurse, speaks
frequently to a variety of groups, including the likes of the Smithsonian Institution. She is a respected
member of CWC and we are grateful to have her address our group. Jo Chandler
KIYO SATO
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2008/september10/saroyansr-091008.html
The CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting is held the first Friday of the month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the International
House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova. Meetings are free. Attendees pay for their own breakfast.

OPEN MIC
Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others to enjoy the second Friday of every
month. The public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is
Friday, March 14, 2014 at Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the
Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free to the public. For more details, contact Julie Bauer at:
joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.
You may also get additional information at the CWC website:
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

FEBRUARY 15, 2014 CWC LUNCHEON
Mamie Jean Calvert, Filmmaker
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THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH

2014 SHORT, SHORT STORY WRITING CONTEST
Category: Open
Length: up to 750 words
ELIGIBILITY, ENTRY FEES, AND MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS

OPEN TO ALL WRITERS
Awards and Recognition:
First Place: $100
Second Place: $50
Third Place: $25
Awards will be presented at the June 2014 luncheon of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.
Winning stories will be published in the June 2014 newsletter.
Entry Fees:
$10.00 per entry, payable by check to CWC Sacramento Branch. Writers may submit multiple entries.
Submissions:
Four copies of each entry submission and a cover sheet must be mailed with payment to Contest Chair at the address
below.
The cover sheet for each submission must include story title, author’s name, address, phone number, and email address.
The cover sheet is the only place where the author’s name is to appear.
Manuscripts:
Name must NOT appear on manuscript. Entries must be original and not published in any format, including electronic
media. The CWC Sacramento Branch reserves the right to make the final determination on issues related to published
work.
Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced in 12-point Times Roman font, using standard 1” margin with page numbers
in upper right hand corner and printed on one side of paper only.
Deadline:
All submissions must be postmarked by Monday, March 31, 2014. The deadline is absolute; no exceptions.
Failure to comply with the rules will result in disqualification.
Send submissions to:
CWC Sacramento 2014 Writing Contest
Contest Chair
P.O. Box 582138
Elk Grove, CA 95758

If you have questions, please contact Margie Yee Webb at Margie@CatMulan.com
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“Save the Dewitt Theater”
WRITERS WORKSHOP
ALL DAY WRITERS WORKSHOP at Dewitt Theater, Auburn, CA
March 30, 2014
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Cost per attendee $30.00
($5.00 of each ticket will go to efforts to save the historic Dewitt Theater built in 1944. Purchase tickets online for early bird price via
PayPal at http://www.patriciavdavis.com/shop_the_diva. Tickets sold at door will be $40.00.)
9:00- 9:30- Registration
Sign in for those who’ve purchased tickets online and also “at-the-door” tickets purchases.
9:45- 10:45- “You: Live and In Person” ─ Public Speaking for Those Who’d Rather Stay Home and Write
Most of us writers (introverts at heart!) cringe at the thought of public speaking and yet we’re told it’s a vital aspect of book
promotion. Novelist/stage director Amanda McTigue offers playful techniques to help make live appearances more fun for you and a
whole lot more fun (and effective) for your audiences.
11:00- 12:00- Making Your Book a Bestseller is a Matter of How Far You Can Walk
We’ve often heard it said that, “All you have to do is write a good book.” Hah. If you look at some of the books on the bestsellers’
lists, you know that’s not the case. Making your book a bestseller is a matter of knowing who your audience is and figuring out how to
reach them. Author Susanna Solomon talks about the many ways she came up with of selling her book and how you can modify them
and apply them to your own work.
12:00- 1:30 lunch
Please visit one of the many lovely restaurants in the area. A list of suggestions is provided at the registration desk. (Check for
restaurants offering specials for our Save Dewitt Theater Writers Workshop Attendees.)
1:30- 2:20- Self Publishing, Hybrid Publishing, Traditional (Legacy) Publishing: What You’ve Been Told About Them is
Mostly Wrong
These days anyone with internet access can publish a book. That would be fine if they weren’t setting themselves up as experts and
teaching classes about it. What you’re learning about the different types of publishing may be quite misleading. Author Patricia V.
Davis, (also president of HD MEDIA PRESS Inc.) discusses and answers questions about the different types of publishing and what
you can reasonably expect. A great talk to attend if you haven’t made a decision yet on what route you will go with your next work or
if you’re looking for ways to optimize the choice in publishing you’ve already made.
2:35- 3:35- So, You’d Like to Be on the Radio, Eh?
Those of us who tune in to KRCB’s Word By Word: Conversations With Writers are familiar not only with the melodious tone of host
Gil Mansergh’s voice, but the interesting authors he invites on his program; “interesting” being the key word. In this session, Gil
discusses what he looks for in guests, how he prepares for guest appearances and what you can do to make yourself and your book
more appealing to radio talk show hosts like him.
Break
3:50- 4:00 Getting Book Events in Retail Bookshops is Not (as) Impossible (as it seems.) Even if You’re Self-Published.
To paraphrase Bill and Ted, you published a book: Excellent! Your local bookshop turned you down for an event: Bogus! But it
doesn’t have to be that way. Patricia V. Davis’s book events pack the room, much to the booksellers’ delight. How does she do it? In
this session she discusses how she’s made her relationship with local retail bookshops into an excellent adventure rather than a bogus
journey and how you, or even an esteemed colleague, such as Bill S. Preston, Esquire, can do the same.
4:10 – 5:30 Reading and Refreshments
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ABOUT THE SAVE THE DEWITT THEATER WRITERS’ WORKSHOP
A day-long writers’ workshop, given by authors Patricia V. Davis, Gilbert Mansergh, Amanda McTigue and Susanna Solomon, will
help raise money for Renee Berg’s effort to save the historic Dewitt Theater in Auburn from destruction for use as part of a new
Costco’s parking lot. Renee’s goal is to have the theater turned into a museum and historical landmark and the authors’ aim is to help
her accomplish that.
Why? This 70 year old theater, that housed great performers such as Bob Hope and Dottie Lamour, still has its stage, seats,
marquee and roll down movie screen from its original 1944 construction. During WWII when the USO came through to
entertain our wounded soldiers flown into Sacramento from Europe and the Pacific, soldiers were able to run their wheelchairs
down the connected hallways from the medical wards directly into the theater so that they could enjoy live entertainment and movies
up until the end of WWII.
Between 1947 and 1972, the DeWitt Theater served the patients and staff of the DeWitt State Hospital. Patients who attended
the theater included the well-known boxer Max Baer, as well as artist Martin Ramirez, who included an interior view of the theater
stage in his some of his artwork.
During the 1980s and 1990s, Dewitt Theater was run by Connie Burke, who would often give free movie tickets to local
students who received good grades. A photo of Connie posted on the Save Dewitt Theater Facebook page received dozens of
comments of love and remembrance for her.
Since 1998, Music and More Arts Academy, developed by Kay Coder, has leased the theater to give classes to young children in
a program called Miniature Musicians. The academy evolved into an integrated arts school offering vocal, instrumental, acting, dance
and live theater for all ages. Music and More has produced over 400 Children’s and Community Theatre shows to date.
ABOUT THE WORKSHOP SPEAKERS
Gilbert Mansergh is the author of over sixty non-fiction books, two syndicated film columns, and a movie blog. Gil is also the
producer/host of the Word By Word: Conversations With Writers radio show on Sonoma County’s NPR station, KRCB-FM. Gil’s
novel, The Marvelous Journals of Miss Virginia Pettingill is fictionalized from true stories told by his mother. Gil is also the codirector of The Women’s PowerStrategy™ Conference. www.gilmansergh.com
Amanda McTigue, author of Going to Solace, is also a director and creative consultant whose stage works have appeared in Carnegie
Hall, the Minnesota Opera and the Green Music Center. She spent years as an Executive Producer for Paramount
Entertainment/Viacom coordinating multi-million-dollar productions including the Titanic™ World Tour, Entertainment Tonight™
Live, and Star Trek™: The Experience.™ A Yale graduate, Amanda draws on her background in both art and commerce as a creative
consultant for such clients as Walt Disney Entertainment, Thinkwell Design and the Hettema Group, collaborating on development
projects across the United States, Japan, Korea, Costa Rica and Dubai. Amanda makes frequent author appearances at book clubs and
writers’ events throughout the country. amandamctigue.com
Susanna Solomon's fun short story collection, Point Reyes' Sheriff's Calls was published in December 2013. Out for only two
months, the book is headed towards the bestsellers' list in part due to Susanna's creative marketing techniques, a skill she’s learned
from working with companies large and small as an engineering consultant in her own business designing electrical systems. Susanna
has worked on everything from high-end residences to industrial buildings. Her debut short story collection was recently featured on
the front page of the Marin Independent Journal. www.susannasolomon.com
Patricia V. Davis is a bestselling author whose latest work, a full-length women's fiction with the working title, "Cooking for Ghosts
and Lost Lovers" has just been completed. Patricia also founded The Women’s PowerStrategy™ Conference, now going into its third
year. A former English teacher who holds a Master's Degree in Creative Writing and Education, Patricia conducts week long writing
workshops overseas for the adventurous writer. An online consultant for Writers Digest University, Patricia is known in the publishing
industry for her literary marketing and promotion skills. She was recently the featured author at "Divas' Day Out," Las Vegas's largest
women's event. www.thedivadoctrine.com - http://www.patriciavdavis.com/shop_the_diva

SOME WRITING ADVICE FROM AN EXPERT
“Write freely and as rapidly as possible and throw the whole thing on paper. Never
correct or rewrite until the whole thing is done. Rewrite in process is usually found to be
an excuse for not going on. It also interferes with flow and rhythm which can only come
from a kind of unconscious association with the material.”
John Steinbeck
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Women’s National Book Association
San Francisco Chapter

11th Annual

Meet the Agents and Editors
Are you ready to pitch your book? Take advantage of this rare opportunity for writers of all genres,
women and men, to pitch one-on-one to the Bay Area’s best publishing professionals in an intimate,
informal setting—at an affordable price!

Saturday, March 29, 2014
8:00 am – 12:30 pm
Women’s Building, in the Heart of the Mission,
3543 18th St. (between Guerrero & Valencia)
San Francisco 94110
$65 WNBA members, $75 non-members
Includes: Continental Breakfast with treats from Tartine Bakery
FREE Pre-Pitch Session: 8:00 am – 9:00 am
Two-hour, one-on-one Pitch Session
Mentoring throughout the Pitch Session
Panel Discussion: Categorizing Women’s Fiction: Helpful or Hurtful?

Space is limited! For more information and to register: www.wnba-sfchapter.org
The Women’s National Book Association – San Francisco Chapter is part of a non-profit national organization founded in
1917, that exists to promote literacy, a love of reading, and women’s roles in the community of the book. Annual
Membership: $45. Senior Citizens: $25.
Agents & Editors for WNBA-SF Pitch-O-Rama, 2014
Peter Beren, literary agent and publishing consultant, specializes in nonfiction with an emphasis on illustrated (art and
photography) books.
Amy Cloughley, literary agent, Kimberley Cameron & Associates, seeks literary and commercial fiction,
mystery/suspense, as well as narrative nonfiction.
Georgia Hughes, editorial director at New World Library, acquires and edits nonfiction books in the areas of spirituality,
sustainability, animals, business, women’s issues, and personal growth.
Brenda Knight, founding editor of Viva Editions, a division of Cleis Press, seeks non-fiction books that inform,
enlighten, and entertain.
Michael Larsen, Larsen-Pomada literary agent, consults and specializes in adult nonfiction for big and midsize houses.
Laurie McLean, Foreword Agency partner and literary agent, specializes in adult genre fiction (romance, fantasy, science
fiction, mystery, thrillers, suspense, horror, etc.) plus middle-grade and young adult children’s books.
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Pooja Menon, literary agent, Kimberley Cameron & Associates, represents fiction and non-fiction for both Adult and YA
markets.
Rachel Neumann, publisher of Parallax Press, specializes in acquiring adult nonfiction and children's picture books.
Elizabeth Pomada, partner in Larsen-Pomada Literary Agents, represents adult fiction, narrative nonfiction, and books
for women.
Alan Rinzler, editor and consultant, will provide feedback on your pitch and consult in how to aim it at your ideal
publisher or editor for all genres.
Andy Ross, literary agent, represents books in a wide range of subjects including: narrative non-fiction, science,
journalism, history, religion, children’s books, young adult, middle grade, literary and commercial fiction, and cooking.
Brooke Warner, publisher of She Writes Press and the founder of Warner Coaching Inc., specializes in helping writers
get published in all adult genres.
Pre-Pitch Coaches and Mentors, WNBA-SF Chapter Members: Catharine Bramkamp, Patricia V. Davis, and Mary
Knippel (Green Room, Classroom B)
Panel Discussion Presenters: Anita Amirrezvani, Marsha Toy Engstrom, and Rayme Waters, moderator, will discuss the
controversial topic:
Categorizing “Women’s Fiction”: Helpful or Hurtful?

WRITING CONTESTS
By Diana Paul, CWC Central Coast Branch
1. The Pinch Literary Awards
Deadline: March 1, 2014
Entry Fee: $20
Website: http://www.thepinchjournal.com
E-mail address: editor@thepinchjournal.com
A prize of $1,000 and publication in The Pinch is given annually for a poem, a short story, and an essay. See website for complete
guidelines.
2. Colorado Review Nelligan Prize
Deadline: March 14, 2014
Entry Fee: $15
Website: http://nelliganprize.colostate.edu
E-mail address: creview@colostate.edu
A prize of $2,000 and publication in Colorado Review is given annually for a short story. See website for complete guidelines.

AUDIO LITERARY COMPETITION
The Missouri Review is hosting its audio literary competition again. The publishers are soliciting work from writers.
The competition gives entrants the opportunity to creatively blend their written work with audio production skills and it
offers a reward of $1,000 in each of three categories. See the website at: WWW.MissouriReview.com/Audiovisual
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FEBRUARY 7, 2014 WRITERS NETWORK
Tina Ferguson, Face In A Book bookstore owner
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH
Name

Phone

Address

City

State

Email Address

(

)
Zip

Genre

Website
New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership
year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1.
Amount Enclosed:

Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch

$

Membership Category:
Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre.
Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre.
Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC
branch newsletter.
I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.).
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758
Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond,
supporting writers and others in the literary community.
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

SATURDAY,, MAY 3,, 2014 IS CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORE DAY
2013-2014 CWC Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
California Writers Club
Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 293263
Sacramento, CA 95829
SteveLiddick@Gmail.com

To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line
Officers
Margie Yee Webb, President
Margie@CatMulan.com
Steve Liddick, VP/Programs
SteveLiddick@Gmail.com
Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership
Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com
Kimberly A. Edwards, Secretary
KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Robert Cooper, Treasurer
RobertCooper876@Gmail.com

Board of Directors
Marilyn Smith-Murphy
NormaR@Surewest.net
Susan Osborn
SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net
Lisa Deines Wiggins
Ladtkd@Yahoo.com

Committees
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com
Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com
Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com
Public Relations: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com
Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com
Outreach: Susan M. Osborn – SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net
Seminar/Workshop: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net
Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com
Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler – JoChandler3@Yahoo.com
Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com
NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net
Publishing Pathways: Tim Flynn – Tim@RelKeyBooks.com
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