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LITERARY AGENT TO SPEAK 

 

The Saturday, June 21, 2014 CWC Sacramento Branch luncheon 
meeting, at Cattlemens in Rancho Cordova, will feature Gordon 

Warnock, founding partner at Foreword 
Literary: literary agent, marketing director 
and editor for independent publishers, 
freelance publishing consultant, and college-
level writing tutor. who serves as literary agent 
and editorial director of the Fast Foreword 
digital publishing program. 

Gordon brings years of experience as a 
senior agent. He frequently teaches workshops 
and gives keynote speeches at conferences and 
MFA programs nationwide. He is an honors  
graduate of CSUS with a B.A. in Creative and 
Professional Writing.  With a zest for fresh new 

voices and a deep  love of the classics, Gordon actively seeks out 
both the timely and the timeless. In that spirit, he establishes 
involved, long-term working relationships with talented and 
dedicated authors of many genres. http://forewordliterary.com/ 

 

ANNUAL CWC PICNIC SET 
MEET OTHER CWC BRANCH MEMBERS 

 

The 5th annual California Writers Club picnic is set for Saturday, 
July 19, 2014 – 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The picnic will be at the Fire Circle in 
Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland and is open to all CWC members and 
their guests. Representatives from nearly all the branches are expected to 
attend since the picnic is the day before the Central Board meeting. As the 
legend of the founding of CWC goes, Joaquin Miller used to invite his 
writing friends, including Jack London, to his home for picnics and reading 
their latest works (much like our Open Mics) in the flat area that is now the 
Fire Circle. Thus we have ties to Joaquin Miller Park that go back to the 
days before the founding of CWC in 1909, and the creation of the park 
itself. 

The picnic combines a potluck, readings, networking, and a “Lit Cake” 
competition – decorate a cake, cookie or dessert with a literary theme. 

To RSVP for the picnic, contact CWC Sacramento Branch Central 
Board Representative Margie Yee Webb at MYWebb@SBCGlobal.net or 
(916) 213-0798. 

 

 
 
 
 
Jo Chandler’s novel, This Side of Forever, won 
Honorable Mention at the NCPA Book Awards in the 
General Fiction category at the awards ceremony April 
27, 2014.  
 

Shirley Parenteau is delighted with Candlewick's 
choice of a Broadway actress (Wicked, Gypsy, Into the 
Woods) to narrate an audio version of her middle-grade 
novel, Ship of Dolls. Hardback, ebook and audio will be 
released in August. The cover is already online at 
Amazon and The Avid Reader. 
 

Frances Kakugawa gave the keynote address at the 
Keiro Genki Conference in Los Angeles April 27, 2014. 
Frances’ next presentation will be at the Unitarian 
Universalist Society June 29, 2014. 
 

Laurie Hoirup was interviewed for public television-
StoryConnectionTV which aired in May on Comcast 
Channel 17 and on the Internet. Laurie also did a radio 
interview in Santa Rosa "Inspiration & Information with 
Jen Julius" to promote her book, I can Dance: My Life 
With a Disability,  
 

Marsha Robinson, former president of CWC 
Sacramento Branch, along with A.K. Buckroth and 
Aleta Kazadi will host an authors’ event/book signing 
at Doors Book Recyclery, 2310 Pacific Ave., Stockton, 
on Saturday, June 21, 2014 from 11:00am to 2:00pm.! 
 
Steve Liddick had a story accepted in Not Your 
Mother’s Book on Cats. 
 

 
 

CWC Luncheon Meeting, Saturday, June 21, 2014 –– 11 a.m. 
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel) 

The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch 
 

Members $14.00 Non-Members $16.00 

June 2014 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 
 

 

Celebrating 105 Years 
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WRITE 
EVERY 

DAY 
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PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
Margie Yee Webb 

 

“If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life 

which he has imagined, he will meet with success unexpected in common hours.” –Henry 
David Thoreau 

The July 2013 to June 2014 membership year is about to end and I extend my gratitude, 
appreciation and thanks to each of you for supporting our California Writers Club, Sacramento 
Branch–your club! Some of you are serving as ambassadors, encouraging friends and other 
writers to attend our meetings and join the club so that they too can be in community and 
achieve their writing goals. 

Thanks especially to members who have pitched in to make a difference. With their 
dedication and service, we have confidently moved forward in the right direction to help each 
other and our club. 

Members who contributed to our success this year include: Steve Liddick, Gini 
Grossenbacher, Kim Edwards, Robert Cooper, Susan Osborn, Marilyn Smith-Murphy, Lisa 

Deines Wiggins, Julie Bauer, Amy Rogers, CJ Larsen, Jo 
Chandler, Kathy Landis, Phawnda Moore, Mike Brandt, 
Sandra Navarro, Barbara Genay-Crabbe, Marsha Porter 
and Tim Flynn. My apologies if I missed anyone. 

The monthly Luncheon, Writers Network and Open 
Mic events are the anchors for our branch activities. 
Other scheduled activities include seminars and holiday 
socials. In the upcoming membership year, July 2014 to 
June 2015, we look forward to participating in the 
California Capital Book Festival on October 25-26, 2014, 
in Sacramento; and to working on plans for an anthology 
project to commemorate the 90th anniversary of our 
branch with a celebration in October 2015. 

Our branch activities are accomplished through the 
work of volunteers. Potentially every member can play a 
role, in one way or another, in our activities and upcoming  
projects. Any contribution is appreciated and no contribution  
is too small. 

Some of our volunteers shared their thoughts on why they contribute to help the club and you can read about it in this 
issue of the newsletter. Join in and you can share your thoughts too. 

Personally, I am proud to be involved with the club and proud of our members and their accomplishments. Making 
connections, sharing resources and supporting each other are priceless. 

Get involved, have fun and contribute to our club’s success and, in turn, to your own success! 
 

 

CWC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 
 

Time to renew your CWC membership for 2014-15. Membership renewal continues 
through June 30, 2014. You may renew by personal check or through PayPal via the CWC, 
Sacramento Branch website at www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org  in the amount of 
$45.00. See Gini Grossenbacher for renewal forms and information at the renewals table 
at upcoming Writers Network and CWC Luncheon meetings.  

 

 
Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from emotion; it is not the expression of 
personality, but an escape from personality. But, of course, only those who have personality and 

emotions know what it means to want to escape from these things.  T. S. Eliot

MARGIE YEE WEBB 

Margie Yee Webb, Jo Chandler, Cindy Sample 
Authors have fun and support each other 
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CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH MEMBERS 

ATTEND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  
 

On May 3, 2014, fifty members from ten CWC branches gathered in Fremont for the Leadership Conference, 
“Success by Sharing”. Sponsored by The NorCal Group, a network of Northern California branches, the purpose of the 
event was to exchange good practices and challenges, and to formulate ideas to carry back to home branches.  

Representing our branch were board members Lisa Deines Wiggins and Kimberly A. Edwards, and new member 
Linda Champion.  

Keynoter Bill Isbill from the High Desert Branch related how his branch grew as a result of strategies such as 
strengthening relationships with local media  and building excellence “from the inside out” by improving quality.  

Break-out sessions motivated attendees to trade practices such as adding value to meetings, offering mentoring and 
craft, and providing CWC business cards that list meeting dates, times, and locations. Other ideas included: developing a 
Facebook page to draw the community to meetings; introducing a writers’ support circle; holding meeting introductions to 
30-seconds; targeting potential members whose children are now independent and for whom writing has generated 
income; focusing on members’ personal development; offering “top tips” on a particular subject at each meeting; and 
tutoring prisoners whose work is compiled into an anthology.  

The board will review a summary of the ideas at the next meeting.  
 
 
 

CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH 

OFFICERS FOR 2014-2015 
 

Since these were the only nominations received, the nominees will be confirmed by acclamation. The 
CWC Sacramento Branch officers for the 2014-2015 membership year will be confirmed at the Saturday, 
June 21, 2014 CWC luncheon meeting. The elected officers shall assume their duties at the start of the 
membership year on July 1, 2014. 
 
President: 
Margie Yee Webb – Current CWC Sacramento Branch President. She previously served as branch Board member (July 
2011-June 2013), branch President (July 2007-June 2011) and CWC NorCal Representative. She is also the CWC Central 
Board Vice President (since July 2012). Margie is the author/photographer of “Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and 
Inspiration for a Wonderful Life” and one of the producers of “FEMME: Women Healing the World.” 
 

First Vice President (Programs): 
Kimberly A. Edwards – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Secretary (since July 2011), Seminar Committee Chair and 
CWC NorCal Representative. She previously served as branch Board member (July 2007-June 2011), Writing Contest 
chair, and Seminar Committee member. Kim is a freelance writer with numerous articles and essays published in 
newspapers, newsstand magazines, trade magazines, and the IBPA Independent, a publication of the Independent Book 
Publishers Association. 
 

Second Vice President (Membership): 
Gini Grossenbacher – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Second Vice President and Membership Chair (since July 
2012). She previously served as branch Writing Contest Chair. Gini writes book reviews for CWC members and has 
published book reviews under the pen name Liz Allenby in the Historical Novels Review since 2006. She is working on 
two historical romances and a collection of poetry. Additionally, she is certified in the Amherst Writers & Artist method 
and offers classes. 
 

Secretary: 
Sandra Navarro: 
A newly returned former CWC member, Sandra is enthusiastic about serving the Sacramento Branch as Secretary. Her 
previous academic writing reflects her interest in the interplay of historical events and societal change. Applying this 
theme in a nonacademic venue, Sandra is currently working on an anthology of 150 years’ of her family’s “kitchen-table” 
stories. 
 

Treasurer: 
Robert E. Cooper – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Treasurer (since July 2009) and Seminar Committee member. 
Robert writes science fiction and is working on his first book. 
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HISTORICAL FICTION AUTHOR TO SPEAK 
 

The speaker at the Friday, June 6, 2014 CWC Writers Network will be Mark Wiederanders. 
Wiederanders writes about the private lives and loves of famous authors of the past. His latest 

work is Stevenson’s Treasure, about author Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
“forbidden” relationship with American art student Fannie Osbourne.  
 

The CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting is held the first Friday of 
the month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the International House of Pancakes (IHOP), 
2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova. Meetings are free. Attendees pay for 
their own breakfast. 
 

 BEHIND THE SCENES WITH A MEDIA ESCORT 
 

The speaker at the August 1, 2014 CWC Writers Network will be Kathy Landis, Media Escort to authors and 
actors, chefs and CEOs, including New York Times Bestselling Authors. She has escorted them as they travel the 
media circuit in Northern California to engagements on television, on radio, at book signings and at political, 
business and community events. As a Media Escort, Kathy has served as tour guide, confessor and confidant as well 
as trouble-shooter. She always travels with breath mints and a full tank of gas. 

Kathy is past president of the CWC Sacramento Branch and her work has appeared in various publications. Most 
recently in February 2014, her “Taking the Plunge” story about Reyjkavik, Iceland’s thermal swimming pools was 
published in the National Geographic Society’s travel book Where The Locals Go; and her “Sweet Dreams” article 
that highlights animals’ sleep habits appeared in Boys’ Life magazine. 
 

 

 

 OPEN MIC 
 

Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others to enjoy the second Friday of every 
month. The public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is 
Friday, June 13, 2014 at Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the 
Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free to the public. For more details, contact Julie Bauer at: 
joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.  

You may also get additional information at the CWC website: 
 

 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 

 

NNOOTTIICCEE::  TTHHEERREE  AARREE  NNOO  CCWWCC  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTTOO    
BBRRAANNCCHH  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERRSS  IINN  JJUULLYY  AANNDD  AAUUGGUUSSTT  

 

THE BULLETIN CWC NEWSLETTER RETURNS 
Margie Yee Webb 

 

Look for your copy of the California Writers Club (CWC) newsletter The Bulletin in the mail. The Bulletin, last 
published in 2010, returns to publication after a period of absence thanks to newsletter editor Joyce Krieg. The newsletter 
is one of the many benefits of membership in the CWC, founded in 1909, and comprised of 19 branches with more than 
1,600 members. The CWC is an educational nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to educating writers of all levels of 
expertise in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work. 

Without The Bulletin in print, some members may not be aware that their branch is part of a larger CWC. Read the 
newsletter and, if you wish to recycle your copy, we encourage you to share with a friend who may be interested in our 
club or bring to the Luncheon or Writers Network meetings. We can use extra copies to share with guests. 

For more on CWC, visit http://calwriters.org/. See back issues of The Bulletin, including the Fall 2009 Centennial 
Special Edition, at http://calwriters.org/bulletin/archives-past-issues/. 

WWrriitteerrss  

NNeettwwoorrkk  

MARK WIEDERANDERS 
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JOINING IN TO HELP: VOLUNTEERS SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS 
 

Good things can happen when people take an active part in our California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. Some of 
our current and future volunteers are sharing their thoughts on joining in to help. 
 
Mary Martinez: 
“Being a member of a club gives a person a sense of belonging; 
Taking an active role in a club gives you a sense of family. 
The more we take part in our club, the stronger the ties that bind  
and brings joy, excitement, happiness and anticipation.” 
 
Jo Chandler: 
“Originally, I accepted the position of Writers Network Speakers Coordinator for CWC, Sacramento Branch because the club needed 
someone to step up and fill the position. I love what I do! I get to speak with so many interesting people and to form relationships with 
them that will last into the future. In fact, I’m often in awe of the caliber of speakers I get to work with.” 
 
Kimberly A. Edwards: 
“Recently I spoke with a CWC member who expressed qualms about her direction as a writer. Afterwards, I thought about how much 
I admired her. This realization reminded me that we may not realize the value we bring to others. In a field where validation doesn’t 
come every day, connection with fellow members is important. By helping with club activities, we have the opportunity to listen to 
others, trade information, and take a break from writing challenges. Our perspective stays healthy. We learn from each other!” 
 
Lisa Deines Wiggins: 
"80 percent of success is just showing up." - Woody Allen 
“The benefit of volunteering is that it is reciprocal. As I help the group, I gain access to connections, information, and resources that I 
would not have otherwise, simply because I am around more often and have more exposure. My main intention is to help, but I still 

reap the benefits of showing up more often.” 
 
Sandra Navarro: 
“On the following link, UC San Diego posts 10 reasons why one should volunteer: 
https://students.ucsd.edu/student-life/involvement/community/reasons.html”* 
 
*Note: The 10 reasons are as follows; see the link for more details. 
1. You make a difference. 
2. Volunteering encourages civic responsibility. 
3. You get a chance to give back. 
4. You learn a lot. 
5. Volunteering strengthens your community. 
6. It promotes personal growth and self-esteem. 
7. It brings people together 
8. Volunteers gain professional experience. 
9. It saves resources. 
10. It’s good for you. 
 

“It’s an extensive list, well thought out and as applicable to the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch as it is to UC San 
Diego. But who can surpass Emily Dickinson’s expression of the primary reason for supporting our CWC branch?” 
 
“There is no frigate like a book 
To take us lands away, 
Nor any coursers like a page 
Of prancing poetry. 
This traverse may the poorest take 
Without oppress of toll; 
How frugal is the chariot 
That bears a human soul!” 
 

Thanks to Mary, Jo, Kim, Lisa and Sandra for their contributions. They, and everyone who participates, bring immense 
value to our California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. 

We will share thoughts from more volunteers in the future. We hope you will be inspired to join in and share your 
thoughts too. After all, the more people joining in, the more fun we can have and the more success we will have! 
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CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH 2014 WRITING CONTEST 
 
The winners of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 2014 Short, Short Story Writing Contest will 
be announced at the June luncheon meeting. Winning entries will be printed in the September 2014 newsletter. 
 

JULY, AUGUST AND OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

TTHHEERREE  IISS  NNOO  WWRRIITTEERRSS  NNEETTWWOORRKK  BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTT  IINN  JJUULLYY  AANNDD  NNOO  CCWWCC  
SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTTOO  BBRRAANNCCHH  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONNSS  IINN  JJUULLYY  AANNDD  AAUUGGUUSSTT  

 

Mark your calendar for these CWC and other events! 
 

*CWC Sacramento Branch Luncheon 
September 20, 2014 
Speaker: Grant Faulkner, Executive Director of National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) 
 
*CWC Sacramento Branch Open Mic 
July 11, 2014 
 
*California Authors Booth, California State Fair 
July 11 through July 27, 2014 
 
*California Writers Club Annual Picnic 
July 19, 2014 
 
*CWC Sacramento Branch Writers Network 
August 1, 2014 
 
*CWC Sacramento Branch Open Mic 
August 8, 2014 
 
*California Capital Book Festival 
October 25-26, 2014 

 

BRENDA NOVAK’S ONLINE AUCTION FOR DIABETES RESEARCH 

Auction ends May 31, 2014 
 

Brenda Novak’s Annual Online Auction for Diabetes Research offers something for everyone, from writers to 
readers to collectors to shopping enthusiasts. New York Times and USA Today Bestselling Author Brenda Novak started 
the auction after the youngest of her five sons was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at the age of five. This year marks the 
10th anniversary of the online auction, which has raised over $2 million dollars so far, and all proceeds will go to benefit 
the Diabetes Research Institute. 

The online auction ends May 31, 2014. Check out thousands of items at: http://brendanovak.auctionanything.com/ 
and “shop” to support this worthy cause. 

 
Look for an item the CWC Sacramento Branch is donating: “One-Year Membership in California Writers Club, 

Sacramento Branch (from July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2015) for one person plus meeting fees paid to attend the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch Luncheon Meeting on June 21, 2014, for two people.”  
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AN E-AUTHOR’S JOURNEY 
by Donna Fujimoto, CWC South Bay Branch 

 

Writing Young Adult Science Fiction is fun! Getting published is hard work. Having sold short stories to magazines while 
working on novels, I looked for a step in between these two. Someone in my critique group suggested I publish one of my 
manuscripts as an e-book. The next month at South Bay Writers, our speaker encouraged us to edit or contribute to anthologies. 
The two ideas came together in my mind: I would compile short stories into an e-book!  

All right: a goal. Now for all the steps toward achieving it. First, I had to choose which stories from my writing fit the 
category. I wanted them to appeal to a YA audience and have a Sci Fi theme. Next, I edited them. I ran some past readers. 
Checked copyright issues on two previously published. Rejected one story, wrote two replacements and picked one. This took a 
while. At last I had a collection I thought would work, but there were only nine pieces. I had planned to do ten, but then decided 
that nine in a title would be easier to remember.  

I played around with titles and chose 9 Slightly Strange Stories with an Uplifting Edge. Then I had to design a cover. There 
are online tools and templates available, or I could have hired a designer for a reasonable fee. I like to draw, so I decided to 
make my own cover. Outer space was a prominent theme in my stories, so I decided to paint a nebula. I already had the 
supplies at home. I painted it, photographed it, uploaded it to PhotoShop, then put in some texture, flares, the book’s title and 
my name. I shrank the image to make sure it looked good in thumbnail size.  

Then came the hardest part for me: formatting and uploading. I went to Amazon Kindle because of the name recognition 
and because their process seemed within the grasp of someone like me, who is not a techie.  

I opened an account by following the steps on the website. This process involved making decisions about my relationship 
with the online publisher. There are pages and pages of legal-speak to read and places to click “agree”. I literally fell asleep 
reading, but I believe in understanding anything I agree to.  

After this I printed out the instructions for formatting and uploading and followed them studiously. It took me four hours to 
reformat my short manuscript. A friend with technical skills offered to double-check everything for me, and she made 
improvements. I am profoundly grateful! Then I uploaded and proofread the e-book twice before accepting it and posting it.  

Book covers must be uploaded separately. Since I am a novice at PhotoShop, the first time I uploaded the cover it took so 
much memory it would have soaked up profits due to the cost of delivery. So my friend helped me compress it and upload it 
again.  

Another step is the online blurb about the book. I wrote a couple of versions, then emailed someone I trust who has read a 
lot of my stories and asked her for a brief description. Hers was much better than my drafts, and it is the one I used. Again, I 
was grateful for the help.  

Then I chose keywords to lead readers to my book as a potential choice. I picked the genre, the age level, and words or 
ideas I thought were interesting from each story.  

It did not take long for the book with its cover picture and blurb to appear online. Wow! What a thrill.  
This leads to the marketing phase. I created little miniatures of my book cover to hand out at meetings. I contribute 

regularly to a blog that reviews children’s books, and the editor offered to announce my e-book there. Many people use social 
media and one-day 99¢ promotions to boost sales and increase awareness of their books.  

I enjoy modest royalty payments and know my work is being read. That’s the whole point. Family and friends and people I 
don’t even know are enjoying my stories. My e-book is where agents and publishers can find it. It’s fun to have it “out there” 
because if someone asks, “What do you write?” I can send them to Amazon.  

I am working up to the skills required to upload my e-book to Smashwords so it can enjoy distribution to other e-readers 
and devices besides Kindle.  

So if you are considering offering your book in this format, realize that it is within your grasp. Best wishes to all in this 
wonderful writing community.  

 

CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH PARTICIPATING 

IN THE CALIFORNIA CAPITAL BOOK FESTIVAL 
by Margie Yee Webb 

 

The inaugural California Capital Book Festival in Sacramento is set for October 25-26, 2014. The Sacramento Public Library 
Foundation is a partner of the book festival and the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch will be involved. The festival, at 
the Sacramento Convention Center, will be free to the public and feature special venues, including Culinary Delights, Kid’s Alley, 
Field of Sports and All Things Pets. 

Visit the website, http://ccbookfestival.com/, to sign up for the festival newsletter, become a friend of the festival, find out how 
you can participate or get a vendor booth, and more. 

Marion Englund, one of the organizers of the book festival, attended our recent Luncheon and Writers Network meetings to share 
details. We are thrilled to have a book festival in Sacramento that will appeal to our literary community in the greater Sacramento 
region and beyond. 

Tentatively, our California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch is expected to participate in the book festival with a booth and some 
panel presentations. Members interested in representing our branch at the festival, either by staffing our booth or being a presenter, 
should contact me at mywebb@sbcglobal.net. I will add your name to the list and contact you when details are finalized. 
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CALIFORNIA CAPITAL BOOK FESTIVAL 
 

For some of us, books are as important as almost anything else on earth. What a miracle it is that out of these small, flat, 

rigid squares of paper unfolds world after world after world, worlds that sing to you, comfort and quiet or excite you. 

Books help us understand who we are and how we are to behave. They show us what community 

and friendship mean; they show us how to live and die.”  
― Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life 

 
 
 

AUTHORS ARE INVITED TO “SUBMIT YOUR BOOK” 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

CALIFORNIA CAPITAL BOOK FESTIVAL 
 
October 25 -26, 2014 

Sacramento Convention Center ���� Sacramento, California 

 
The 2014 California Capital Book Festival is a free public event for book lovers featuring 200+ authors, presentations, 
children’s entertainment and activities plus book sellers and exhibitors. 
 
Major cities around the country have book festivals to celebrate the written word and after attending a number of these 
book celebrations we think it is time to begin an annual event in Northern California. We are estimating, based on other 
book Festivals, to have around 50,000 attendees at this inaugural literary celebration. Visit our website for complete 
information on A CELEBRATION OF THE BOOK. 
 
Families, Teen/YA, 50+ers, and seniors will have an opportunity to celebrate their own journey with their favorite authors 
or learn about a new one. Activities will include over 200 authors, book signings, celebrity chefs, poetry readings and live 
entertainment. 
 
We are inviting authors, publishers or literary agents to “Submit Your Book”. Authors will have 30 minutes to present 
followed by 15 minutes of Q & A. Authors will then have an hour to meet fans and book lovers at the author signing tables. 
 
The California Capital Book Festival is totally supported by private donations. Thus, authors or their publishers are 
expected to cover the travel, hotel and miscellaneous expenses of accepted presenters. Such a contribution to the 
California Capital Book Festival will be recognized through an acknowledgment in the festival program. The Sacramento 
Visitors and Convention Bureau will be available to assist you in facilitating local arrangements for the authors. 
 
In an effort to have a broad attraction for many types of readers we will have four additional Special Venue Stages: Kids 
Alley, Field of Sports, All Things Pets and Culinary Delights (highlighting Sacramento’s regional “Farm to Fork” 
movement). If you have a book which speaks to these special readers please “Submit Your Book”, 
 
Nominations can be submitted through an easy on-line process at: SUBMIT BOOKS/AUTHORS  
 
The Festival author coordinator can be reached by email: 

Marion Englund E-MAIL MARION 
 
You can reach the California Capital Book Festival by phone @ 916.307.1713. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

“The greatest part of a writer’s time is spent in reading, in order to 
write; a man will turn over half a library to make one book.” 

Samuel Johnson 
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 MAY 17, 2014 CWC LUNCHEON 

Bruce Maiman, Sacramento Bee Columnist 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bruce Maiman is a regular weekly 
Sacramento Bee Op-Ed columnist 

and a former radio host. 



 10 

CONTESTS 
Reprinted from the CWC Tri-Valley Writers newsletter 

 

Poets & Writers lists more writing contests than any other source, and all of the contests listed in their database at 
www.pw.org/grants have been carefully reviewed and benefit writers. 
 
Glimmer Train $1,500 prize money. Submit a short story (1,200 to 12,000 words) that has not appeared in a print 
publication with a circulation over 5,000. Deadline May 31, 2014. For complete guidelines go to: 
http://www.glimmertrain.org 
 
Writing it Real Spring Contest. Submit 2,500 words of prose or up to three poems to our contest and Sheila Bender will 
respond in detail via email within a week of receiving your entry. Then you may revise the work (revisions may exceed 
the initial word limit) and resubmit no later than June 21, 2014. For more details to to www.writingitreal.com  
 
2014 National Senior Poet Laureate Poetry Competition. A literary contest open to all American poets age 50 and 
older. Judges will include former Senior Poet Laureate contest co-founder Wanda Sue Parrott and members of the panel of 
judges to be convened in 2014. Deadline: June 30, 2014.  Rules can be found at www.amykitchenerfdn.org 
 

TTHHEERREE  AARREE  NNOO  CCWWCC  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTTOO  BBRRAANNCCHH  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONNSS  OORR    

WWRRIITTEERRSS  NNEETTWWOORRKK  BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTTSS  IINN  JJUULLYY  AANNDD  AAUUGGUUSSTT  
 
 

 

SOME WRITING ADVICE FROM AN EXPERT 
 

1. Remember to never split an infinitive 
2. The passive voice should never be used 
3. Do not put statements in the negative form 
4. Verbs have to agree with their subjects 

5. Proofread carefully to see if you words out 
6. If you reread your work, you can find on rereading a great deal of 

repetition can be by rereading and editing 
7. A writer must not shift your point of view 
8. And don’t start a sentence with a conjunction (remember, too, a 

preposition is a terrible word to end a sentence with) 
9. Don’t overuse explanation marks!! 
10. Place pronouns as close as possible, especially in long sentences, as of 

10 or more words, to their antecedents 
11. Writing carefully, dangling participles must be avoided 
12. If any word is improper at the end of a sentence, a linking verb is 
13. Take the bull by the hand and avoid mixing metaphors 
14. Avoid trendy locutions that sound flaky 
15. Everyone should be careful to use a singular pronoun with singular 

nouns in their writing 
16. Always pick on the correct idiom 
17. The adverb always follows the verb 
18. Last, but not least, avoid clichés like the plague; seek viable alternatives. 
 

 William Safire 
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MAY 2, 2014 WRITERS NETWORK 
Linda Bello Ruiz, Author 

 
The speaker for the May 2nd Writers 

Networking Meeting was Linda Bello-Ruiz, 
award-winning author of From Tears to Triumph: 
My Journey to The House of Hope. Below are 
some highlights from her talk: 

- Linda didn't consider herself to be a writer, 
but she thought that she had a story to tell. 

- The number one thing you need to get 
published is a well-written book. 

- You must be open to guidance so that your 
book can be the best it can be. 

- Judges are looking for something that is 
smooth to read. If they aren't distracted by 
mistakes or awkwardness, you are doing well. 

The networking meetings are the first Friday 
of the month at the Sunrise IHOP (2216 Sunrise 
Blvd., Rancho Cordova) near Hwy. 50, from 9-
11am. Meetings are free and open to the public (so 
invite a friend), but attendees pay for their own 
meals. Come check it out!   Lisa Deines Wiggins 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH  

ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC 

Name  Phone (        )  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Email Address  Genre  

Website  

        
New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20.  When applying 
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members).  The membership 
year is July 1 through June 30.  Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1. 
        
  Amount Enclosed: $  Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch 

        
Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer.  Please include writing samples and indicate genre. 

  

 

Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC 
branch newsletter. 

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.). 

        
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758 

Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com 
 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond, 

supporting writers and others in the literary community. 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 

 

TTHHEERREE  AARREE  NNOO  CCWWCC  SSAACCRRAAMMEENNTTOO  BBRRAANNCCHH  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERRSS  IINN  JJUULLYY  AANNDD  AAUUGGUUSSTT  
 

22001133--22001144  CCWWCC  OOffffiicceerrss,,  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  aanndd  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrss  
 

 California Writers Club Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor 
 Sacramento Branch P.O. Box 293263 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org Sacramento, CA 95829 
  SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 

To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line 
 

 Officers Board of Directors 
 Margie Yee Webb, President Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
 MYWebb@sbcglobal.net NormaR@Surewest.net 
 Steve Liddick, VP/Programs Lisa Deines Wiggins 
 SteveLiddick@Gmail.com Ladtkd@Yahoo.com  
 Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership   
 Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com  
 Kimberly A. Edwards, Secretary  
 KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net  
 Robert Cooper, Treasurer  
 RobertCooper876@Gmail.com 
 

 Committees 
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com 
Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
Nominating: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Public Relations: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Seminar/Workshop: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net 
Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler – JoChandler3@Yahoo.com 
Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – MYWebb@sbcglobal.net 
NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
Publishing Pathways: Tim Flynn – Tim@RelKeyBooks.com 
CWC Newsletter Proofreader – Margie Yee Webb – MYWebb@sbcglobal.net  
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