
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY SPEAKER TO ADDRESS 

CHANGING PUBLISHING MARKET 
 

The Saturday, January 18, 2014 CWC Sacramento Branch 
luncheon guest speaker will be Linda Joy Singleton. Her  

subject will be “How to Stay 
Published in a Changing Market.” 

With over 20 years of publishing 
experience, Linda will share how 
she's continued to sell books to 
traditional markets while also diving 
into e-publishing. She has worked for 
eight traditional publishers, had four 
agents, had books published in five 
languages and had a movie option 
with Fox. Linda is the author of more 
than 35 books for kids, including: 

YALSA-honored Young Adult series, The Seer and Dead Girl 
Walking. Linda’s first book, Almost Twins, was published in 1992 
and her 2012 book, Buried: A Goth Girl Mystery, is a spin-off 
from The Seer series. On March 1, 2014, her first picture book, 
Snow Dog Seasons, will be published by Albert Whitman. She 
offers writing tips and more on her website.  

 

www.LindaJoySingleton.com 
 

The monthly CWC luncheons are held at Cattlemens 
Restaurant, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
Michael Brandt had an article, Running the Chateau du 
Medoc Marathon, in three publications: the El Dorado 
Hills Village News, the Marathon Maniacs September 
Newsletter and the 100 Marathon Clubs of North 
America Newsletter. 
 

Shirley Parenteau had a busy December signing 1,200 
copies of Bears in Beds, the second book in her bears 
series. Selected for a nation-wide Toys-R-Us Spring 
promotion, the book will be displayed with selected 
other books on aisle end caps in all Toys-R-Us stores. 
 

Anara Guard is looking for one or two compatible 
CWC members to join her short story and novel critique 
group. The group emails draft chapters to each other for 
review and constructive suggestions and meets at an east 
Sacramento restaurant. If interested, contact Anara 
Guard at anara@anaraguard.com  
 

Linda Lohman was the featured writer for December in 
the Subscriber Spotlight, an on-line newsletter that 
offers valuable tips for writers. The website is at: 
http://us2.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=53b363e32d5aba22886ccd85d&id=
e88b014c78&e=a17b00a258 
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
 
 

 

MEMOIR WRITING CONTEST 
 

Memoir Contest: Tell Your Life Story. You 
could win $5,000, get your memoir published by 
Simon & Schuster, and have it excerpted in AARP 
The Magazine and featured in the Huffington Post 
A Synopsis and 5,000 words due Feb. 15, 2014. 
Finalists submit 20,000-50,000 word memoirs by 
June 15. For entry information and official rules, 
visit www.huff.to/memoir. Sponsors are AARP 
and AOL Inc. 

 

 

CWC Luncheon Meeting, Saturday, January 18, 2014 –– 11 a.m. 
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel) 

The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch 
 

Members $14.00 (NOTE MEETING FEE INCREASE) Non-Members $16.00 

 

January 2014 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 
 

 

Celebrating 105 Years 

CCCCCCCCWWWWWWWWCCCCCCCC        MMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS  

Linda Joy Singleton 
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MIKE BROMBERG 

PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
Margie Yee Webb 

 

Happy New Year! Happy 2014! My wishes for you are that you continue to write on, achieve your writing goals, and 
celebrate your successes each step of the way with your fellow writers. 

Whether you call them resolutions or commitments, I hope you will resolve/commit to attend 
our meetings and stay connected and to build on those valuable connections. While connecting 
through Facebook and other social media is helpful, there is nothing like meeting face-to-face to 
fortify the bonds. 

Recently, I wrote a blog post for the Women’s National Book Association-San Francisco 
Chapter (WNBA-SF Chapter) about connections leading to people who, and to opportunities and 
ventures that, enrich our lives. Frances Caballo, the Social Media Manager for the WNBA-SF 
Chapter, extended the invitation to me. Read “FEMME Highlights the Power of Connections” at  

http://wnba-sfchapter.org/femme-highlights-the-power-connections/. 
Are you a “great connector” or do you have the potential to be? 
Special thanks to CJ Larson and Lisa Deines Wiggins. CJ facilitated the Writers Network 

breakfast meetings, which are the first Friday of the month, from January 2012 through 
December 2013 and she did a stellar job. We are pleased that Lisa will take on the role of 
facilitator starting at the January 3, 2014, Writers Network meeting. Join us and extend your best 

wishes and thanks to both of them. 

 
 

CWC WRITERS NETWORK 
 

Turning Your Words into Laughter: The Beauty of Writing Comedy 
 

Mike Bromberg will address the Friday, January 3, 2014 Writers Network breakfast meeting on the value and 
fun of writing humor and the potential of infusing it into our own writing style. In college Mike started a chapter of a 

fraternity, worked for a year as a suicide counselor, volunteered 
frequently all over the region, and then drove across the country on Rte 
50 from Ohio to Sacramento. At this time he began to write and perform 
as a stand-up comic while working on a Masters at Sac State in 
Communication. His research focused on how humor can be used to aid 
in persuasion. Mike is currently finishing the manuscript for a humor 
book on leadership and has been acting locally with the Sacramento 
Actor’s Workshop. He performed in the workshop’s original play last 

October called River City Anthology, which consisted of poems mainly written by 
members of the Sacramento Poetry Center. Mike will share stories, tips, and lessons he 
has learned about writing humor that is sure to entertain as well as educate. 
 

The CWC Writers Network breakfast meeting is held the first Friday of the month, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the 
International House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova. Meetings are free. Attendees pay 
for their own breakfast. 

 

 
 

 OPEN MIC 
 

Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others to enjoy the second Friday of every 
month. The public is invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is 
Friday, January 10, 2014 at Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the 
Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free to the public. For more details, contact Julie Bauer at: 
joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.  

You may also get additional information at the CWC website: 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

 
 
 

WWrriitteerrss  
NNeettwwoorrkk  

MARGIE YEE WEBB 
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CWC LUNCHEON MEETING FEE INCREASE 
 

Effective at our Saturday, January 18, 2014 CWC luncheon meeting, the meeting fee will be $14 for members 
and $16 for nonmembers. The meeting fee includes lunch.  

With the change in venue last year and an increase in expenses, the CWC Sacramento Branch board has 
determined the need for a slight increase in our meeting fee, which had remained steady for several years.  

This increase will allow us to continue to bring you quality programs at this quality Cattlemen’s venue, which 
offers delicious food and great service along with spacious, private accommodations and that meets our audio/visual 
needs. Members and guests have expressed appreciation for the space to network and make connections, and to place 
our Member Book Display. 

 

 
 

CWC NEWSLETTER EDITOR SOUGHT 
 

Steve Liddick, editor of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch newsletter, Write On! for the past two years, is stepping 
down from that position at the end of the 2013-2014 membership year. The search is on for a permanent 
volunteer to be considered as the CWC newsletter editor.  

Duties include gathering information of interest and value to the membership and putting it into 
newsletter form. The newsletter is distributed monthly to CWC, Sacramento Branch members and to the 
other 19 CWC branch’s newsletter editors. Write On! is currently created in Microsoft Word and converted 
to a .pdf file for emailing. 

The new editor will have assistance in getting started: templates, graphics, source materials, advice, etc., 
as needed or requested. The September, 2014 issue of Write On! would be the first issue under the new 
editor (there are no July and August CWC luncheons or newsletters).  

If interested in the position, please contact CWC President Margie Yee Webb for consideration at: 
Margie@catmulan.com 

 

FAILURE: AN EXERCISE IN PERSEVERANCE 
 

In a December 8, 2013, Sacramento Bee article, Allen 
Pierleoni quoted John Freeman, former president of the 
National Book Critics Circle.  

When Pierleoni asked, “Is there a single thing successful 
writers have in common?” Freeman responded, “Failure. 
Writing is 90 percent failure. You throw things away, revise 
them, and trash whole manuscripts. It’s heartening to hear 
that writers whose books feel so inevitable still go to their 
desks with trepidation, but they do. They prove if you’re 
undaunted by failure, you can achieve so much.”  

 

WRITERS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD 
 

Jo Chandler has two posts on her blog about Laurie 
Hoirup’s presentation at the December 6, 2013 Writers Network 
and about Laurie’s book, I Can Dance: My Life With a 
Disability. Jo says she was inspired by Laurie in many ways. 
Her blog posts are about how writers can change the world. She 
invites blog visitors to share their thoughts on the piece and to 
leave the name of a person or book they believe is changing the 
world; not necessarily a major work or famous person. Visit Jo’s 
blog at: 

 

http://www.jochandler.com/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A new fiction critique group headed by CWC 
novelist and teacher Gini Grossenbacher is forming 
in the Elk Grove area. The group meets the first 
Wednesday of each month from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. If 
interested, contact Gini with any questions or to join, 
email: ginis.writers1@gmail.com 
 

Kathleen Landis is a regular contributor to Boys' 
Life magazine and sold Eagle Scout profiles that 
appeared in the magazine's August and October, 
2013 issues.  
 

An article by Kimberly Edwards, Granite Bay 
Event Planner Offers Hosting Tips, Ideas, ran in the 
November 26, 2013 issue of Senior Spectrum. 
 

John Clewett and Gini Grossenbacher were 
featured on the TV show, Authors, Writers, Books 
and Beyond, broadcast by TSPNtv, Jackson on 
November 27, 2013. The panel discussed the benefits 
and strategies of group manuscript review. See it at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNjCY42TRvA 
 

Margie Yee Webb’s “Laughing Cat Mulan” 
photograph was published in the program for the Cat 
Writers’ Association, Inc. Awards Banquet held in 
Irving, Texas, in November 2013. 
 

Gini Grossenbacher and the Amherst Writers and 
Artists Elk Grove are meeting for eight weeks, 
beginning Thursday, January 9, 2014. Questions? 
Contact Gini at ginis.writers1@gmail.com 

 

CCCCCCCCWWWWWWWWCCCCCCCC        MMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS  

(Continued from Page 1) 

STEVE LIDDICK 
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SELF-PUBLISHING BOOT CAMP 
Cattlemens Restaurant, Folsom, Saturday, November 2, 2013  

 

Boot Camp Presenters (left to right) John McAlester, Ron Martinez, Carla King, Nina Amir and Karl Palachuk 
 

SELF-PUBLISHING BOOT CAMP: A WORLD CLASS EVENT 
by Susan M. Osborn 

 

Carla King, the boot camp “sergeant,” says in her book, Self-Publishing Boot Camp. “With triple-digit growth in 
self-publishing services, technologies evolving weekly, and advertising hype, it’s tough for authors to figure 
out…(anything)” At boot camp, she called us to attention by masterfully capturing the key things we need to figure out in 
order to successfully self-publish. Her rapid-fire presentation succinctly identified all of the crucial elements of self-
publishing. 

John McAlester described the services his firm provides and the ebook formats required for submissions. Pigeon.Lab 
distributes files to Amazon’s Kindle, Barnes & Noble’s Nook, Apple IBooks, and Kobo, a Japanese-owned, international 
bookstore. They send account updates monthly and pay authors quarterly. 

The goal of Ron Martinez, Aerbook creator, is to put a bookstore browser in every online device. Recognizing that 
people gather around social streams, Aerbook’s services enable authors to create, convert, preview, and sell ebooks in 
social streams. Martinez is integrating Aerbook with Ingram Core Source and Lightning Source to provide print-on-
demand service. 

Nina Amir asserts the best way to write a book is to blog-as-you-go. This approach allows us to get real-time 
feedback, build a platform of avid readers, and establish a writing routine. She recommends mapping the content, then 
breaking the content into chapters and sub-headings. The sub-headings become blog topics with each blog consisting of 
300 to 500 words. 

Run Your Publishing Business Like a Business, Not a Hobby was the focus of Karl Palachuk’s presentation. In 
addition to providing tips for creating a business plan and a social media marketing strategy, Karl gave numerous 
examples of ways to answer the question, “What do I have of value that I can do for money?” 

In concluding the training session the presenters gathered together and responded to questions. The final half hour of 
the schedule was devoted to this process.  

Is there anything I would recommend to improve this offering? The only thing that comes to mind is distributing 
feedback forms to provide us all with an opportunity to rate the boot camp as a 10.    SMO 
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A NEW YEAR 
Time to Create a New Mission Statement and New Goals  

by Carol O’Hara 
 

We’re already fourteen years into the 21
st
 century.  Can you believe that? 

It’s true. Each year we all create new visions for our coming achievements, and we do all within our power 
to make them reality. 

When it comes to writing, we know the more we write, and the more articles or books we sell, the more 
money we’ll earn. Thus this article is targeted to two thoughts to help you reach your goals for 2014 and 
beyond.   

It’s fact: Each of us is given 168 hours each week to use however we choose, and if we appropriately 
apportion those hours to writing, non-related writing work, rest and sleep, chores, family time, and free time, 
we’ll find we accomplish more than we believed we could or would. Proper time apportionment leads to a 
healthy balance in our lives. 

A major factor for us to consider is the development of a mission statement which can last many years.  It 
tells us our ultimate goals and helps give meaning to our lives. Thus, a mission statement comes in handy to 
give us direction as we go about our daily tasks and helps us achieve the goals we set for ourselves. I consider 
our goals as “rungs on a ladder” that lead us to the completion of our well-thought-out mission.   

These rungs give focus to our days and help lead us in the direction we want to take. Then at the close of 
each day we can look back upon the previous 24 hours with pride in our accomplishments, and perhaps a step 
closer to part of the mission we create. 

Many years ago I created a very simple mission statement. It told me I wanted to teach, to travel, to write, 
and to play. (It didn’t tell me I would attempt public speaking – a result of my writing.)  The mission statement 
worked. I’ve completed the goals necessary to achieve my mission,  and I’m now developing a  new mission 
statement, deleting some things, expanding upon others, and creating new goals which include new interests and 
insights I’ve gleaned while traveling the pathway of life. 

And you can do the same. Begin now, so your mission can take you all the way through this new year and 
beyond those that are to come. Start with the time you want to devote to writing, where you want your writing 
skills to take you, and the amount of money you’d like to earn from your writing. Be certain to include time for 
the items noted above and other endeavors you have. Work hard to stay within the timeframe you allot for each 
to keep balance in your life. 

Remember, however, you’ll encounter bumps – large and small – which can divert you, and it may take 
time to return to your chosen schedule. Don’t let those bumps stop you from forever reaching your goals and 
your mission. 

We have twelve months just ahead of us – along with a continuance of our lives – and a writing world 
waiting for us to explore. So, find a pencil and a yellow pad to jot down quick ideas for your goals and your 
mission. Take time later to give thoughtful attention to your ideas, and if you’d like a little support, I’m only a 
phone call or an email away. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

cattale@att.net  
 

CWC members: Don’t be shy about blowing your own horn.  “Self-Promotion” is not a dirty phrase.   
Write a brief description (50 words or fewer) of your recent successes: awards, book signings, 

publishing contracts, speaking engagements, newly-published works (books, articles, etc.—and other 
writing-related activities of interest and inspiration for CWC members.) 

All materials to be considered must be received on or before the 10th of the month preceding the 
month of issue (Example: January 10 is the deadline for the February Write On!) 

 
Email to: steveliddick@gmail.com 
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2013 CWC HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
Romano’s Macaroni Grill, Folsom, Sunday, December 8, 2013 
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THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 
 

2014 SHORT, SHORT STORY WRITING CONTEST 
  

Category: Open 
  

Length: up to 750 words 
  
ELIGIBILITY, ENTRY FEES, AND MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS 
  

OPEN TO EVERYONE 
  
Awards and Recognition: 

First Place: $100 
Second Place: $50 

Third Place: $25 
  
Awards will be presented at the June 2014 luncheon of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. 
  
Winning stories will be published in the June 2014 newsletter. 
  
Entry Fees: 
$10.00 per entry, payable by check to CWC Sacramento Branch. Writers may submit multiple entries. 
  
Submissions: 
Four copies of each entry submission and a cover sheet must be mailed with payment to Contest Chair at the address 
below. 
  
The cover sheet for each submission must include story title, author’s name, address, phone number, and email address. 
The cover sheet is the only place where the author’s name is to appear.  
  
Manuscripts: 
Name must NOT appear on manuscript. Entries must be original and not published in any format, including electronic 
media. The CWC Sacramento Branch reserves the right to make the final determination on issues related to published 
work. 
  
Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced in 12-point Times Roman font, using standard 1” margin with page numbers 
in upper right hand corner and printed on one side of paper only. 
  
Deadline: 
All submissions must be postmarked by Monday, March 31, 2014. The deadline is absolute; no exceptions will be made. 
  
Failure to comply with the rules will result in disqualification. 
  
Send submissions to: 
CWC Sacramento 2014 Writing Contest 
Contest Chair 
P.O. Box 582138 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
  

If you have questions, please contact Margie Yee Webb at Margie@CatMulan.com  
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NOVEMBER 16, 2013 CWC LUNCHEON 
Nora Profit, Speaker 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 1, 2013 CWC WRITERS NETWORK BREAKFAST 
Linda Lohman, Presenter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 6, 2013 CWC WRITERS NETWORK BREAKFAST 
Laurie Hoirup, Presenter 
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ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC 
(Qualifications? If you write, you’re a writer) 

APPLICATION FOR CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH MEMBERSHIP 

Name  Phone (        )  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Email Address  Genre  
        
Membership dues are $65, which include annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20.  When applying 
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members).  The membership 
year is July 1 through June 30.  Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1. 
        
  Amount Enclosed: $    

        
Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer.  Please include writing samples and indicate genre category. 

  Supporting Member – Benefits include luncheon meeting discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter. 

  Half Year 

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.). 

        
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758 

 

 

The Meeting Fee for the CWC luncheons has been increased 
 

22001133--22001144  CCWWCC  OOffffiicceerrss,,  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  aanndd  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrss  
 

 California Writers Club Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor/Communications Director 
 Sacramento Branch P.O. Box 293263 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org Sacramento, CA 95829 
  SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line 
 

 Officers Board of Directors 
 Margie Yee Webb, President Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
 Margie@CatMulan.com NormaR@Surewest.net 
 Steve Liddick, VP/Programs Susan Osborn 
 SteveLiddick@Gmail.com SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net 
 Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership  Lisa Deines Wiggins 
 Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
 Kimberly A. Edwards, Secretary  
 KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net  
 Robert Cooper, Treasurer  
 RobertCooper876@Gmail.com 
 
 Committees 
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@Gmail.com 
Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
Public Relations: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
Outreach: Susan M. Osborn – SusanOsborn41@Comcast.net 
Communications: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
Seminar/Workshop: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net 
Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins – Ladtkd@Yahoo.com 
Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler – JoChandler3@Yahoo.com 
Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com 
NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
Publishing Pathways: Tim Flynn – Tim@RelKeyBooks.com 
 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2014 by the 
California Writers Club, 
Sacramento Branch.  All rights 
reserved.  Write On! Is 
published by the California 
Writers Club, Sacramento 
Branch on behalf of its 
members.  The California 
Writers Club assumes no legal 
liability or responsibility for 
the accuracy, completeness or 
usefulness of any information, 
process, product, method or 
policy described in this 
newsletter. 
 


