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Third Saturday CWC Sacramento Meeting, October 20, 
2018 

Cattlemens Restaurant, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. (10:15 Early Bird Topic) 

$25 (includes lunch), $15 for Members (40% discount)

Dr. Cara Gubbins 
Beating the Amazon 

Algorithm –  
What Every Writer Should 

Know 

Top the Charts and Sell More 
Books! 

Cara became an expert in the Amazon 
algorithm after studying books and blogs 
and participating in webinars featuring 
authors, publishers, and other experts. She 
spoke with many self-published authors who 
have long-lasting success on Amazon. She compiled all this information into her 
“bestseller” system, and tested it on her own books -- debuting at #1 in several 
categories and continuing to sell well months later. 

The result of Cara’s study is Launch Your Kindle Bestseller – How to Become a 
Bestselling Indie Author on Amazon, one of her Amazon #1 bestsellers. Cara will share 
what she knows with us. 

Cara’s upcoming books include Totem – Finding My Power in the Animal Kingdom – a 
stirring memoir of love, loss, hope and redemption, and The Plot Clock: An Easy Step-
by-Step System to Outline and Write Your Page-turning Story.  

A professional coach whose passion is helping others live their dreams, Cara loves 
being outside enjoying nature with her family.  

Takeaways from this presentation: 

·         Understand the Amazon algorithm and how to make it work for you 
·         Identify and apply effective keywords for long-term sales 
·         Choose Amazon categories that maximize sales and rankings 
·         Learn how to set up effective promotions that won’t break the bank 
·         Take home practical tips to revive your backlist

http://SacrementoWriters.org
http://SacrementoWriters.org


FIRST FRIDAY
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New Facebook Algorithm 

Comment from Marcia Ehinger 

A question was raised at a Networking Meeting about a new algorithm being used by Facebook and how 
to return to previous settings. I took this from a comment on Facebook from September 9: 

I wondered where everybody had been! It's ridiculous to have 859 friends and only 25 are allowed to see 
my post. I have a whole new news feed. I’m seeing posts from people I haven’t seen in years.  
 
Here’s how to bypass the system Facebook now has in place that limits posts on your news feed.  
Their new algorithm chooses the same few people - about 25 - who will read your posts. To circumvent 
this, hold your finger down anywhere in a post and "copy" will pop up. Click "copy". Then go your page, 
start a new post and put your finger anywhere in the blank field. "Paste" will pop up and click paste. 
This will bypass the system. 

First Friday Networking, October 5, 2018 
9-11 a.m. Coco’s,  

7887 Madison Avenue, Citrus Heights

Michele Drier 

Five Tips to Better Writing for Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Description, dialogue, no-no words, active verbs, showing 

not telling, etc. 

Pulling from the many workshops and trainings she has led, 
Michele Drier will share valuable tips on improving both 
fiction and nonfiction. These include elements of 
description, no-no words (adjectives, adverbs, "empty" 
words), pacing, active verbs, showing not telling, and 
dialogue. 

Born in Santa Cruz, Michele is a fifth generation Californian. During her career in journalism—as a 
reporter and editor at daily newspapers—she won awards for producing investigative series. Her Amy 
Hobbes Newspaper Mysteries include: Edited for Death, (“Riveting and much recommended” by the 
Midwest Book Review), Labeled for Death, and Delta for Death. A stand-alone book, Ashes of Memories, 
came out in May, 2017. 

Adding to Michele’s portfolio is a paranormal romance series, SNAP: The Kandesky Vampire Chronicles, 
named the best paranormal vampire series of 2014 by the Paranormal Romance Guild. Individual titles 
include SNAP: The World Unfolds, SNAP: New Talent, Plague: A Love Story, Danube: A Tale of Murder, 
SNAP: Love for Blood, SNAP: Happily Ever After? SNAP: White Nights, SNAP: All That Jazz, SNAP: I, 
Vampire.  Currently Michele is hard at work on SNAP: Red Bear Rising. She has also recently finished the 
first book in the mystery series Stained Glass Saga, Stain on the Soul. Both Red Bear Rising and Stain on 
the Soul are scheduled for publication this year. 

A past president of Capitol Crimes, the Sacramento chapter of Sisters in Crime, Michele serves as co-chair 
for A 2020, the world’s oldest and largest convention for mystery writers and fans.



Poetry 
Corner
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Jesus Goes Swimming 
Poem by JoAnn Anglin 

The little boys are learning to dive. 

Jesus could dive easy, they say. 

He could go off the high dive like nothing. 

And if he wanted, he could stay on 

top of the water, and just slide across. 

Heck, one says, he could even walk 

right across the swimming pool. 

And the other says, He could even walk 

On his hands across the pool.  And then 

the first one says, Actually, he could even 

stand on one hand on the water. 

And there he is.  I can see it. 

The boys go on to talk about penises and 

baseball, dogs and quesadillas.  But me? 

I’m still at the swimming pool, seeing 

Jesus standing on the water, on one hand, 

Waving.

JoAnn Anglin concluded her 
presentation at the First Friday 
Networking Meeting with the 
thought that inspiration can strike 
anywhere, even while driving her 
grandsons, and listening to their 
conversation from the front seat.



In Brief 
Don’t forget to renew 
your membership. 
Deadline is September 30. 

Permanent Nametags 
may be ordered from Jenifer Rowe 
at meetings or on website 
[www.cwcsacramentowriters.org] 

CWC Literary Review 2019 
Submissions 
Go to www.calwriters.org for 
information 

First Friday Networking, 
November 2 
Jennifer Tran Chan & Dierdre 
Wolownick 
Bradford Literary Agency (J) & 
Author (D) 
The Agent and the Writer: 
An Inside Look at How a Book Deal 
Really Works 
9-11 a.m., Coco’s, 7887 Madison 
Ave., CH 

California Writers Week 
October 14 – 20, 2018 

Elk Grove Writers Conference 
October 27, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
The Holiday Inn on Stockton Blvd. 
$50 fee includes breakfast & lunch 
www.egwg.org/registration 

Non-fiction Writers Conference 
Th/F November 8 & 9, webinar 
https://
nonfictionwritersconference.com/ 

CWC Sacramento Holiday Party 
(SOLD OUT last year!) 
Sunday, December 9, 2-4 p.m. 
[see page in this newsletter] 
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NEW 

MEMBERS 

MEMBER NEWS 
Kimberly Edwards, CWC Sacramento President, says: 

History Press has accepted my book proposal on mid-century 
motorcycle heritage in Sacramento and surrounding areas. 
Thanks to Ted Witt and Cheryl Stapp for encouraging me to 
approach that company. I’m still in shock. Surprisingly, the 
History Press editorial team was “very impressed” with my 
marketing info. (Me? Has to be from all the info we hear at 
meetings.) I believe that my affiliation with CWC, and all that 
I’ve learned through the club, helped to bolster my book 
proposal.   

Members who joined in September: 

Omowale Abdul-Rahman (non-fiction, Christian religion, 
culture) 

David Clement (non-fiction) 

Len Feldman (screenplays, novels, articles) 

Ray Gray (technomystery, thriller; MeetUp commentator) 

Michel Inaba is a psychologist, who has rejoined CWC. 

Guy Klopp (fantasy, short story, essay) 

Robert (Bob) Nelsen (fantasy, literary fiction, science fiction) 

Hoangchi Smith (memoir, non-fiction)

http://www.calwriters.org
http://www.egwg.org/registration
https://nonfictionwritersconference.com/
https://nonfictionwritersconference.com/
http://www.calwriters.org
http://www.egwg.org/registration
https://nonfictionwritersconference.com/
https://nonfictionwritersconference.com/


CreateSpace books are moving to Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) 
By Marcia Ehinger 

I was asked to write a short article for the CWC Sacramento newsletter by Gini Grossenbacher, who was one of many authors who heard the 
rumor that this was happening.  Jim Guigli pointed out at the September Networking Meeting that whatever I say today may very well be 
different tomorrow.  However, after reading a number of author blogs over the month of August, it became more and more apparent that 
people who use both platforms regularly were attempting the move from CreateSpace to KDP, with varying degrees of success.  So many people 
were doing this by the end of August that CreateSpace was limiting the number of transfers allowed each day, due to the large demand.  For 
those of you who literally “missed the memo” or haven’t yet received an email, the official announcement was actually made by CreateSpace 
(“an Amazon company”) at the beginning of September. 

CreateSpace books are moving to Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) 

Link to Announcement: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/l/print-on-demand 

The announcement page includes “get started”, “FAQs”, and “move your CreateSpace account to KDP”. 

Key things to know right now (from CreateSpace): 

1) Your CreateSpace books will remain available for sale. 

2) You can move your books to KDP today. 

3) We will stop accepting new books on CreateSpace. 

There are 3 steps to follow for the move (from Amazon KDP): 

1) Verify your CreateSpace account 

2) Link your existing KDP account, or create a new KDP account 

3) Move your books 

More details from David Gaughran’s blog from late August [davidgaughran.com/blog]: 

Amazon has posted a fair bit of information on the KDP help pages [https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/

GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#general_info] and the related FAQ [at bottom of help page] which you can read. I’ll just highlight some things: 

▪ No official date has been announced but Amazon said the automatic transfer process from CreateSpace is happening “in a few weeks.” If 

you choose to do nothing, your titles will be automatically ported across at that point. 

▪ All historical sales data will disappear from CreateSpace at that point. Amazon’s FAQ claims it will be incorporated into your KDP 

Dashboard, but I transferred a few weeks ago and haven’t seen this. Perhaps it’s coming, but backup your data just in case. 

▪ You don’t need to do anything with ISBNs. If you were using a free CreateSpace one, that doesn’t need to change (and CreateSpace will 

continue to be listed as your publisher). 

▪ Books will stay live during the transfer process. 

▪ Yes, KDP Print now has matte covers, expanded distribution, author copies, and distribution to Canada, Mexico, and Australia, and pretty 

much everything else you got at CreateSpace.  [I have noticed issues about Canadian and Australian services. – ME] 

Except for… 

▪ No, the Australian issues regarding author copies etc. have not been resolved. I think Aussie authors need to put their heads together and 

collectively tackle Amazon on this. 

▪ Payment schedules are NOT the same. In short, KDP is a month slower in paying so you’ll have a gap month. Stock up on ramen. 

▪ Royalties are pretty much the same (some minor printing cost differences regarding shorter books printed in Europe), and you can price 

individually in most territories. 

▪ These are the key differences between CreateSpace and KDP Print [part of help pages noted above] as per Amazon. 

▪ Most interesting nugget there: you can run AMS (Amazon Marketing Services) ads for print books. Interesting, especially given that you can 

target print books exclusively with Product Display ads. 

Best wishes for those of you caught in the midst of the rolling in of CreateSpace into KDP.
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https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#general_info
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#general_info
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#differences
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#general_info
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#general_info
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GSJULX3WGP36HQ3R#differences
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Sunday, December 9, 2018, 2:00-4:00 
CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO 

Holiday Celebration!
• Dinner, Program and Dessert 
• No-Host Bar 
• Celtic Music – Live 
• Prizes, Games, Books 

Old Spaghetti Factory 
12401 Folsom Blvd. (Nimbus 
Winery) Rancho Cordova, CA 
95742

• Cost is $25.00 per person (includes entrée, bread, salad, beverage, dessert, 
tip, and tax). 

• Pay by cash, credit card or check at CWC’s regular meetings, or mail 
check payable to CWC and registration form to this address: CWC, 6525 
Nordic Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95610. 

• Payment and registration form must be received by November 30. 
• Seating is limited. Register early!

Member’s Name

Member’s Guests

Entrée Choice Quantity
Cost

Spaghetti with meat sauce @ $25

Mizithra cheese and pasta (vegetarian) @ $25

Chicken fettuccini alfredo @ $25

(Gluten-free available upon request.) TOTAL
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First Friday Speaker, September 7, 2018:  
JoAnn Anglin Poet Writer Teacher 

“Getting Real with the Boys Behind Bars”  
by JoAnn Anglin (edited by M. Ehinger) 

 
I presented my approach to teaching poetry writing at 
New Folsom prison (CSP-Sacramento), a Level-4 
maximum security prison, where I am into my sixth 
teaching year.  My qualifying experience included training 
through California Poets in the Schools, working in school 
and after-school programs, for Shriners Hospital for 
Children, and in the Poetry Out Loud program for high 
school students.  I also touched on the funding of the Arts 
in Corrections program via the California Arts Council and 
the William James Association.  
 
I described a couple of my guys, inmate students, and 
read poems they had written.  I also read a couple of my 
poems on the same topics.  These topics lead to 
interesting discussions and I described lesson plans that 
tied into recent news, e.g. the life and death of Senator 

John McCain, and also the topic of lies. In addition, I cannot use a semester-based curriculum, as I’ve had 
some students for several years in a row, so must come up with new lesson plans all the time.  I 
mentioned the kinds of reading I do in literary journals and on the Internet to find examples of poems and 
topics that help me prepare those lesson plans.    

I explained some of the routines of going into prisons, the unpredictability of each day, and the rules 
about dress, especially color choices of what I wear.  I am very conscious of working in a prison 
environment, and am careful but not preoccupied with issues of safety.  I am only there a half-day each 
week, so my experience is very different from those of prison staff. Also, I see only a tiny proportion of 
the prison population there.  I talked about the kinds of students who sign up for my classes, and my need 
to be non-judgmental about whatever brought them to this place in their lives.    

I concluded by using the theme music title of the late Aretha Franklin, the need for R-E-S-P-E-C-T: for the 
work, for the students, for the possibilities of where the writing can lead.  I spoke of the value of being in 
a writing group for information, networking, and support.  Several attendees stayed after the 
presentation to discuss their own writing.  

Speaking to your group was very enjoyable.   
 
JoAnn Anglin 
joannpen@icloud.com   

FOLLOW UP

mailto:joannpen@icloud.com
mailto:joannpen@icloud.com
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FOLLOW UP
As an Executive Acquisitions and Development Editor since 1962 for many traditional publishers, such 
as Simon and Schuster, Alan acquired and published well-known authors, such as Toni Morrison, Hunter 
S. Thompson (Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas), Tom Robbins, Shirley MacLaine, Robert Ludlum, Clive 
Cussler, Dee Brown (Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee), Andy Warhol, and Frank Capra.  He discussed 
the role of a “developmental editor”, who consults with an author to develop a book or an idea, 
versus a “copy editor” who proof reads and fact checks. 

The main topics of his presentation were: 
* The most effective strategies of inquiry etiquette when seeking a literary agent.   

Agents are mostly women who sell a book they love to an acquisition editor / publisher. They want 
something new or original, and need to make money (15% of what the author gets). Very few traditional publishers are U.S. 
based today, and many readers spend time with short attention span media. Agents want books ready to go into production and 
prefer authors with a proven track record.  You may be able to find agents by checking acknowledgement pages of books in 
your genre.  Email the agent with congratulations and then pitch your book – why your book is similar, but original.  Write a 
bang-up query letter, with no exaggeration or BS, saying why your book will sell, and including any perks (such as pre-sale 
guarantees).  Mention any prizes or reviews.  Have your own website and regular blog posts, a bio, photo(s), and a 3-minute 
video, with a link to the query letter.  Warning: If a particular agent doesn’t want to represent your book, don’t spend time 
changing it.  Wait until someone shows more interest. 

* How to make sure the samples, proposal, or completed manuscript you submit is ready. 
After your query letter, prepare a proposal, 25 pages max. 1 page should be the opening hook, similar to the query letter – why 
it is unique / compelling. Use another page for your platform, website, prizes, your status or background (expertise, job title, 
academic credentials).  Then do chapter outlines: story, characters, what happens.  Use 2-3 sentences per scene, no dialogue, 
3 to 4 scenes per chapter, 15 to 20 chapters (10-12 pages total).  Add the first or last 10 pages of the book. You may want to 
find a developmental editor who has worked with successful authors (such as Alan). You can Google search. Cost will depend 
upon work needed. 

* Ten obsessive habits of successful authors I’ve worked with. 
1) Being a little bit obsessive compulsive can be a good thing. 
2) Writing = rewriting 
3) Avoid adverbs & adjectives; let what’s happening speak for itself. 
4) Use the delete key.  Don’t try to say everything. 
5) Read (good authors’ writing) 
6) Showing, not telling – Don’t use too many explanations. 
7) Focus on the best possible manuscript (before looking for an agent, publisher, movie deal) 
8) Breaking the rules.  Try taking a risk. 
9) Eavesdropping and taking notes (Do it.  Be prepared.) 
10) Stay optimistic (despite rejection and staring at a screen for hours) 

* When to use your life experience as a fictional novel and when as a non-fiction memoir. 
Should you write a novel or a memoir?  A memoir is a story with a first-person narrator and should be a true story.  There 
should be a focused transformative journey and others should get inspiration from it.  A novel needs to be a compelling story.  
Real people should not be recognizable (unless you want a defamation of character lawsuit).   

* How to overcome stalls, or so-called writers block. 
Definitely do it.  Set your book aside for a few days; work on something else; talk about the story with your family and friends.  
Don’t drink or do drugs.  Read one of Jeff Goins’ books. 

Parting tips: 
1) Join the book business.  Connect to other writers, agents, publishers. 
2) Subscribe to Publishers Weekly ($225/year): emails of hot news, tips, gossip 
3) Even better, subscribe to Pulishers Marketplace: daily emails, what agent sold what book to whom for how much 
4) Don’t bother with Writers Digest, which is misleadingly optimistic. 
5) Alan recommends Poets & Writers: smart articles, realistic 
6) Don’t buy books from Writers Digest, which make everything seem too simple. 
7) Read The Essential Guide to Getting Your Book Published and any book by Guy Kawasaki

Third Saturday Meeting 
October 15, 2018 

How to Write Better and Get Published 
Alan Rinzler 

By Marcia Ehinger

 Photo © Cheryl Rinzler



CWC Sacramento Branch Leadership 2018-2019 

Officers  
Kimberly A. Edwards, President  
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net  
   
Lisa Deines Wiggins, First Vice President/Programs  
msdkicks@gmail.com  
   
Jerilyn Ring, Second Vice President/Membership  
jerilyns@me.com  
   
Larry Mandelberg, Treasurer  
larry@mandelberg.biz  
   
Sandra Navarro, Secretary  
ssnavarro22@gmail.com  
   
Board of Directors  
Linda Champion, Outreach  
championwritingcreations@comcast.net  
   
Marcia Ehinger, Newsletter Content Editor  
mehinger@comcast.net  
   
Michele Wogec, Social Media & Emerging Writers Coordinator  
mwogec@yahoo.com  
   
Jenifer Rowe, Webmaster & Eblast Coordinator  
jenifererowe@gmail.com  
   
Consultant to the Board  
Ted Witt, Pretty Road Press  
Marketing & Publishing  
   
Club Positions  
Ray & MaryAnn Blain, Saturday Meeting Registration  
Rosi Hollinbeck, Newsletter Layout Editor & Saturday Meeting Registration  
Dale Manolakas, Print Media Coordinator  
Judith Presnall, Contest Coordinator  
Cheryl Stapp, First Friday Network Coordinator 
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