CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB

May 2022

SACRAMENTO WRITER
CWC Sacramento
Free Monthly
Saturday Zoom Meeting
(includes Q&A)
Saturday, May 21, 2022
Presentation 1:00–2:00 p.m.
Sign-in and social time 12:30-1:00

Create Your Own
Audiobook
Without Breaking the Bank
with
Emily Gallo, Novelist and
Screenwriter and
Glenn Tucker,Musician and
Audio Engineer

The audiobook market is growing at a
rate of 30% a year – nearly quadruple
the rate of eBooks – it’s time to get
onboard.
You will learn:
o How to choose the right equipment to narrate your
own book
o How to set up the equipment and space
o Tips on how to do the recording
o How to send to an audio engineer
o How to upload your book to ACX
Emily Gallo was born and raised in New York City, but California
has been her home for more than thirty years and is the setting
for all her novels. She retired after a career teaching in southern
and northern California and started writing screenplays and
novels. Her characters are unconventional and diverse and the
themes touch on topical social justice issues.
Glenn Tucker has a master’s degree in Music from CSU Chico
and has been in the local music scene for more than thirty years.
He has worked as an audio engineer on several CD’s. He started
working on audiobooks in 2016.
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING
www.SacramentoWriters.org

CWC Sacramento is a 501c3 nonprofit educational organization

Writers Network Meeting
May 6, 2022
10 – 11 a.m. via Zoom (open for chat 30 minutes before meeting)

All Stories Need Mystery
Linda Townsdin
Spirit Lake Mystery Series Author
Learn how techniques mystery writers use can
benefit non-murder mysteries—novels, short
stories, poetry, memoir and other genres.
You will learn about:
o How to keep your reader guessing
o How to be unpredictable
o How to invite your reader to participate
o How to use misdirection, surprises, and twists
o How to use suspense and conflict

Linda Townsdin writes the Spirit Lake Mystery series, called “complex murder
mysteries with bone-chilling thrills and a bit of romance.” Her short fiction has
been published in the 2020 Bouchercon Anthology, received honorable mention
in the 2021 Best American Mystery and Suspense Anthology, and others. She
lives in Sacramento.
http://lindatownsdin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LindaTownsdinAuthor
http://twitter.com/ltownsdin
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING
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Message from Our President,
Kimberly A. Edwards
CWC Sacramento President
Dear Members of the CWC, Sacramento Branch,
It has been my honor to serve as your president during
the last several years. Although there have been many
challenges faced by both the Board and myself, there have
also been many rewarding experiences. I thank you for
your confidence and support during my tenure of office.
One of the greatest challenges faced by the Board and
myself has been the effort to create a club anthology. Our first efforts were wrought with
misunderstandings and confusion between the Board and the first committee charged with
the responsibility of creating the anthology. As with all boards, the ultimate authority and
responsibility for all club action lies with the Board as a whole, not with one individual or one
committee.
The Board found itself faced with an impossible task of trying to correct
the initial missteps of this publication process. After much consultation,
the Board voted to start anew with individuals who were both
experienced for the job and who were not members of the Board.
I am pleased to announce that Nora Profit of The Writing Loft and Ted
Witt of Pretty Road Press are now working to complete the club
anthology. They have assured the Board that our publication will be
completed by the end of June of this year.
On behalf of the Board, I want to thank you for your continuing patience as we work to make
our anthology one that represents the best interests of the CWC, Sacramento Branch. All
members who submitted entries to the anthology will ultimately be receiving notification
concerning the status of their stories and poems. Again, thank you for your patience and
understanding.
Sincerely,
Kimberly A. Edwards,
President, CWC, Sacramento Branch
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THE WEARY BLUES

Poetry
Corner

Langston Hughes

James Mercer Langston
Hughes (Feb.1, 1901 - May 22,
1967) was an American poet,
social activist, novelist,
playwright, and columnist from
Joplin, Missouri. One of the
earliest innovators of the literary
art form called jazz poetry,
Hughes is best known as a leader
of the Harlem Renaissance.

Droning a drowsy syncopated tune,
Rocking back and forth to a mellow croon,
I heard a Negro play.
Down on Lenox Avenue the other night
By the pale dull pallor of an old gas light
He did a lazy sway . . .
He did a lazy sway . . .
To the tune o’ those Weary Blues.
With his ebony hands on each ivory key
He made that poor piano moan with melody.
O Blues!
Swaying to and fro on his rickety stool
He played that sad raggy tune like a musical fool.
Sweet Blues!
Coming from a black man’s soul.
O Blues!
In a deep song voice with a melancholy tone
I heard that Negro sing, that old piano moan—
"Ain’t got nobody in all this world,
Ain’t got nobody but ma self.
I’s gwine to quit ma frownin’
And put ma troubles on the shelf."
Thump, thump, thump, went his foot on the floor.
He played a few chords then he sang some more
—
"I got the Weary Blues
And I can’t be satisfied.
Got the Weary Blues
And can’t be satisfied—
I ain’t happy no mo’
And I wish that I had died."
And far into the night he crooned that tune.
The stars went out and so did the moon.
The singer stopped playing and went to bed
While the Weary Blues echoed through his head.
He slept like a rock or a man that's dead.
in the public domaine
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NEW MEMBERS
Our newest member is Sue Franklin, who writes fantasy romance, fantasy,
and contemporary fiction. Welcome, Sue!
Welcome to our newest members! If you want to read more about them, go to their
longer bios on the Members page of our website.

MEMBER NEWS
At the Crazy Zoo, written by Gloria Pierrot-Dyer, is a
children's rhyming picture book that tells the story of a
boy's trip to the zoo, where the animals are doing all sorts of crazy
things. The ending, like the story itself, features a novel and hilarious
twist. The brilliant, colorful illustrations are the work of Gloria's
nephew, Isaac Pierro, a skilled artist. Great for ages 4-8.

Please direct member news to Sacramentowriters@gmail.com.

2022-23 BOARD NOMINATIONS
Nominations are open for 2022-2023 election of officers for CWC-Sacramento. In accordance
with the Policies and Procedures, members are hereby informed of candidates for office. All
candidates have been properly vetted and are members in good standing. The branch still
seeks qualified candidates for Secretary and encourages members who would be willing to
step into this role to contact Nominations Chair Jenifer Rowe: jenifererowe@gmail.com.
Length of membership is not a requirement, but a willingness to
work harmoniously with others on behalf of the members is key.
Below is the slate of nominees.
Sandra Navarro, Nominee for President
Sandra S. Navarro, Ph.D., an active member of CWC since 2013,
served as Secretary of the Sacramento Branch in FY 2014-2015,
FY 2017-2018 and FY 2018-2019. She was Chair of the 2017,
2018 and 2019 Holiday Party Committees. An educator with four
decades’ experience, Sandra’s latest publication (February 2022)
is American Student Abroad, With Retrospective 50 Years On.
This is Sandra’s thirteenth publication with Cornsilk Press
(www.cornsilkpress.com).
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Gloria Pierrot-Dyer, Nominee for 1st Vice
President, Programs
Gloria Pierrot-Dyer is a teacher and free-lance editor,
holding degrees in Spanish and Education as well as
teaching credentials in Elementary Education and
Reading/ Language Arts. Her first book, Allensworth:
Two Tales of Triumph (2020), is set in the tiny,
originally all-black town of Allensworth (now a part of
the California State Park system) where she grew up
and attended its two-room school. A delighted mother,
grandmother, worship leader and soloist, Gloria also
enjoys reading, painting, travel, and studying foreign
languages.

Jenifer Rowe, Nominee for 2nd Vice President,
Membership
Jenifer Rowe writes short stories, essays and memoir. Her
work has been published in Scarlet Leaf Review, Crack the
Spine, Wildflower Muse, Liars League NYC, the
Sacramento Bee, and the 2018 and 2019 issues of
California Literary Review. She earned Finalist distinction
in the New Millennium Writings 46th Literary Awards.
Jenifer is a board member of California Writers Club –
Sacramento. Her first novel Unexpected Findings earned
Finalist distinction in the 2021 Next Generation Indie Book
Awards. She is an avid reader who also enjoys swimming,
cycling, quilting and fabric art.

Karen Terhune, Nominee for Treasurer
Karen Terhune writes fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction. In addition to the California Writers Club, she is a
member of SCBWI and the Authors Guild. As a volunteer
for the East Bay Regional Park District, she was privileged
to serve as a co-author with Traci Parent for Images of
America: Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve,
highlighting the diverse mining and ranching history of this
incredible park. Karen’s short story The Pickled Pepper Man
appeared in the César Chavez Memorial issue of San José
Studies under the pen name Louise Church. Additional
creative pursuits include watercolor painting, mixed media
art, photography and gardening.
Nominations are open for Secretary.
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EVENTS
Please go to www.cwcsacramentowriters.org for full details and links to all coming events.
Special In-Person Event
Our upcoming event for members of CWC-Sacramento, Encounters of a Literary Kind, will
take place on Sunday, May 22nd, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at Denny’s Restaurant located at 8841
Greenback Lane, Orangevale, CA 95662 (near Hazel Ave.) We will not host a speaker. Instead, our
intent is mainly to provide an opportunity to mingle with other members, introduce yourselves to
those you haven’t met, and share what you've been working on! Please plan to order either
breakfast or lunch. There is ample parking available.
New members are especially encouraged to come - we welcome new members! Bring us ideas
for how we can support you. Bring any challenges you want help with. Show us your latest book, if
you have one. Come with questions for the club - several board members will be present and will be
looking forward to seeing everyone!
The Black River Chapbook Competition Spring 2022 contest is now open to entries. BRCC is a
semi-annual prize from Black Lawrence Press for a chapbook of poems or prose (including fiction,
creative non-fiction, lyric essay, and prose hybrid manuscripts). Entries should be between 16 and
36 pages in length. The winner will receive $500 and publication.
Entry deadline for the Spring Competition: May 31, 2022
Black Lawrence Press accepts submissions and payment of the entry fee ($17) exclusively through
our online submission manager, Submittable. All entries are read without identifying information by
our panel of judges and editors. Submissions are accepted via Submittable now through May 31. For
full details, go to https://www.blacklawrence.com/submissions-and-contests/the-black-riverchapbook-competition/
Elk Grove Writers presents Summer Academy, June 25, 2022. Dr. Lally Pia promises her
participants an “Interactive Experience” with her upcoming presentation on, “Seeing Through Your
Character’s Eyes.” Imagine how that could improve your scene description and dialog.
•

Register Now at https://egweg.org for $20.00.

•

Class will be on Zoom from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM. You will receive your Zoom link the morning
of 6/25/22.

•

Come prepared to enjoy an “Interactive Experience” with Dr. Pia.

Dr. Lally Pia is a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, practicing in Sacramento, CA. She received her
medical degree from the UC Davis School of Medicine. She has just completed her memoir, “Doctor
of Doctors,” and is currently completing a psychological suspense novel, “Andorea.”
Space will be limited, so register soon! For questions or comments, email egwg2020@egweg.org.
We’d love to hear from you.
Suzanne Lakin is offering 8 Weeks to a Successful Novel as a "go at your own pace" course, so
anyone can enroll and start learning at their convenience. All of her courses are lifetime access. Full
cost is $149, but if people sign up before the end of May with coupon EARLYBIRD they get 50% off.
https://cslakin.teachable.com/p/8-weeks-to-a-successful-novel/
A calendar of upcoming events at all 22 CWC branches is available at https://calwriters.org/eventsmonth/ and is also accessible from the home page of our own branch website.
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CWC Sacramento CLUB Positions
FY 2021-2022
Officers
Interim President: Kimberly A. Edwards
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net
First Vice-President/Programs: Gloria Pierrot-Dyer
qquill76@gmail.com
Second Vice-President/Membership: Jenifer Rowe
jenifererowe@gmail.com
Treasurer: Karen Terhune
koyotesky@gmail.com
Secretary: Open
Members at Large
Linda Champion
Brina Patel
Cheryl Stapp
Chris Hennessy

Club Positions
Contest Coordinator - Judith Presnall
Historian - Julie Bauer
News and Events Distribution - Jenifer Rowe
Newsletter Content - Open
Newsletter Layout - Rosi Hollinbeck
Open Readings Host & Coordinator - John Patterson
Outreach - Linda Champion
Publicity - Mark Heckey
Social Media - (Facebook, Instagram, Meetup, etc.) Brina Patel
Web Editor - Jenifer Rowe
Writers Workshop Coordinator- Linda Champion
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