
CWC Sacramento Monthly  
Saturday Zoom Meeting 

March 19, 2022 1 - 2 p.m. 
(chat 30 minutes before) 

“Taking a Journey 
Together: Story Arcs and 

Your Readers” 

With Lani Longshore, 
Author and Editor  

You can enhance the emotional journey your readers make 
when you learn the structure readers expect from you. 

You will: 

o Learn to recognize the basics of a story good arc. 
o Learn to incorporate genre-specific twists to your 

arc. 
o Find your own sense of timing in story-telling. 
o Focus on “because of this, that happened” rather 

than “and then this happened.” 
o Learn how to exit the stage 

Lani Longshore is co-author of The Chenille series, cozy 
science fiction about quilters saving the world from aliens 
disguised as bolts of beige fabric. She is a past president of 
CWC Tri-Valley Branch, was editor of their first anthology, and 
helps TVW members polish stories for contests (Feedback 
Committee). 
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Message from Our President,  
Kimberly A. Edwards 

CWC Sacramento President 

Happy March to our Fabulous Members, 

For the past two years, we have operated on 
“automatic,” staying somewhat “sane” as a club through 
Zoom meetings and perhaps our own daily writing. With 
skies looking clearer, we hope to return to normal branch 

operations little by little. First up: meeting in person. Yes, meet! To make this happen, we 
seek a place to gather, at least until we decide on permanent locations. If you know of such a 
place - can be a social hall or community room, as long as it has ample parking and ideally, 
Internet reception – we would be grateful if you might check it out and let us know!  

We are also activating the spring nomination process for officer positions 
to begin July 1: President, First Vice President/Programs, Second Vice 
President/Membership, Treasurer, and Secretary. There are many 
benefits to serving as an officer. One is the opportunity to positively 
influence the operations of a well-established volunteer club dedicated to 
improving writing and supporting fellow members at all writing levels. 
Board meetings occur monthly on Zoom. While the duties of each office 
are spelled out in the Bylaws, each office holder brings his or her unique 
approach to the job. In carrying out the board’s duty of care, officers 
must make decisions based on what’s in the best interest of the 
membership, not his or her self, nor close acquaintances. This is not always easy, but what is 
expected. Officers must represent “the highest standards of professionalism, setting a tone of 
engagement and encouraging a harmonious and collaborative operation with all members, 
both in meetings and in associated communication (Bylaws, VII B).”  

We have many fine members who would make excellent officers. I would encourage you to 
give it some thought. A long writing portfolio is not a requirement; what is most important is 
a commitment to do right by the membership. If you think you might be interested, please 
contact V.P./Membership and Website Coordinator Jenifer Rowe (Jeniferrowe@gmaiil.com), 
who will serve as Nomination Chair.  

Wishing you the best for the month, and I hope to see you all soon. Keep writing, and feel 
free to contact me at any time. 

Kim 
916-524-7992
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NEW MEMBERS 
Penelope (Penny) Clark is a retired accountant whose two loves are reading 
and writing – everything else comes in a distant second. Her reading history 
covers most genres and that is reflected in her writing, having written 
mysteries, historical westerns, fantasy with wolf-shifters, paranormal, and 
LGBTQ+ genres. 

Sandra (Sande) Heaton received a Certificate in Creative Writing from UC 
Davis Extension with a concentration in Creative Non-Fiction and published in 
several of the CareGifters Book Series and Christian Inspire Writers 
anthologies. She finished the first draft of a novel during the pandemic and is in 
the rewriting process. 

Tim Schooley is retired from a career as an attorney and law school professor. 
He is a novelist, writing historical fiction and legal thrillers. He will soon publish 
The Wool Translator (see Member News), and he is currently working on a novel 
based (very loosely) on his employment many years ago as a clown with 
Ringling Bros., and Barnum & Bailey Circus.  

Sumner Blanchard is recently retired from a variety of professions – USAF 
officer, medical speech/language pathologist, and university professor. To date, 
his only publication has been clinical research in a juried professional journal. 
Now he wants to turn his hand to literary fiction. 

Welcome to all of our new members! If you want to read more about them, go 
to their longer bios on the Members page of our website.
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Kathy Kanika Marshall spoke at our monthly 
meeting on February 19th. Her topic was Techniques 
for Writing Your First Book, and her talk was very 
well received. A recording of her presentation is 
available at https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/
meeting-archive/ for a limited time. The slides will 
remain posted there indefinitely. 

We now have an Instagram account, thanks to our 
newest Board member Brina Patel. She would like 
to feature any members who want to provide a 
photo and a bit of information about themselves. 
Instagram is one social media platform that has 
supplanted Facebook among younger generations, and the club’s intent is to reach 
out to any young writers in our community. This is an opportunity for members to 
showcase their talents and perhaps gain new readers. If you are interested, send the 
following information to Brina at brina_patel94@yahoo.com: 

1. Name, city of residence 
2. Genre in which you write  
3. Accolades and/or publishing credits 
4. Favorite books and/or authors  
5. A fun fact about you  
6. A high-resolution image of yourself 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CRITIQUE GROUPS UPDATE 

Over the years, many members have expressed a desire to join a critique group. Until 
now, the Board has not been very successful in gathering information about the groups 
that exist within our club. However, the most recent request for this information 
produced some results. We now have a listing of five critique groups on our website, 
four of which are accepting new members. To find this information, go to https://
www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/critique-groups/  

We recently hosted long-time member Gini Grossenbacher to present to the Writers’ 
Workshop her tips for running a productive and supportive critique group. Attendees 
found the information to be extremely helpful, and a full recording of her presentation 
is available to watch at https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meeting-archive/ If you 
are planning to start your own critique group, or if your past experience with such a 
group was unsatisfactory, we urge you to watch her presentation.

https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meeting-archive/
https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meeting-archive/
https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meeting-archive/
mailto:brina_patel94@yahoo.com
https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/critique-groups/
https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/critique-groups/
https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meeting-archive/


EVENTS
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Note: these are brief descriptions of coming events. 
Please go to www.cwcsacramentowriters.org for full details on each. 

Elk Grove Writers & Artists Presents: Annual Spring Zoom Writing 
Series: Writing Deep Scenes and Plot Twists begins Tuesday, April 5, Ends 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022. Gini Grossenbacher’s popular course will help you 
write or revise a novel, short story, flash fiction, or memoir for today’s readers 
and market. We will feature a literary or publishing luminary as speaker-guest. 
Our classes are from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday evenings, $25 per class, pay-as-
you-go. For more details, please contact Gini:  ginis.writers1@gmail.com 

Joan Gelfand class – You Can be a Winning Writer with the 4 C’s: Craft, 
Commitment, Community and Confidence. Date and time – Saturday, March 
12, 2022, from 1:30 – 3:30 PM. Register now. Here’s the link:  https://
egweg.org/gelfand.   Send questions to  egwg2020@egweg.org or 
email loyholder77@gmail.com.    

Folsom Lake College Literary Magazine The Parlay is seeking submissions for 
its May 2022 publication. Deadline is April 4. Submit to 
ParlayMagazineFLC@gmail.com.  

Open Reading – The next open reading (via zoom) is scheduled for Thursday, 
April 28 at 7:00 p.m. The focus in April will be on Poetry. To sign up, contact 
2johnpatterson@gmail.com. 

A Pitch-O-Rama event sponsored by WNBA-SF (Women’s National Book 
Association – San Francisco) takes place on Saturday, April 30th from 8:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. Both fiction and nonfiction writers can pitch their works to 
agents and editors for publication. All writers, of any gender, are welcome to 
attend both the pre-pitch coaching event and the Pitch-O-Rama event. To 
register for this virtual Zoom event and for more information, please visit the 
WNBA-SF website using this link here. 

A calendar of upcoming events at all 22 CWC branches is available at  https://
calwriters.org/events-month/ and is also accessible from the home page of our 
own branch website.

http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org
mailto:ginis.writers1@gmail.com
https://egweg.org/gelfand%2520
https://egweg.org/gelfand%2520
mailto:egwg2020@egweg.org
mailto:loyholder77@gmail.com
mailto:2johnpatterson@gmail.com
https://wnba-sfchapter.org/april-30th-virtual-pitch-o-rama-2022/
https://calwriters.org/events-month/
https://calwriters.org/events-month/


Poetry 
Corner
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Who Has Seen the 
Wind? 
Christina Rossetti 
Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you. 
But when the leaves hang 
trembling, 
The wind is passing through.  
Who has seen the wind?  
Neither you nor I.  
But when the trees bow down 
their heads,  
The wind is passing by.

Christina Rosetti

Poet Christina Rossetti was born in 1830, the 
youngest child in an extraordinarily gifted 
family. Her father, the Italian poet and political 
exile Gabriele Rossetti, immigrated to England in 
1824 and established a career as a Dante 
scholar and teacher of Italian in London. He 
married the half-English, half-Italian Frances 
Polidori in 1826, and they had four children in 
quick succession: Maria Francesca in 1827, 
Gabriel Charles Dante (famous under the name 
Dante Gabriel but always called Gabriel by 
family members) in 1828, William Michael in 
1829, and Christina Georgina on 5 December 
1830. In 1831 Gabriele Rossetti was appointed 
to the chair of Italian at the newly opened King’s 
College. The children received their earliest 
education, and Maria and Christina all of theirs, 
from their mother, who had been trained as a 
governess and was committed to cultivating 
intellectual excellence in her family. Certainly 
this ambition was satisfied: Maria was the 
author of a respected study of Dante, as well as 
books on religious instruction and Italian 
grammar and translation; Dante Gabriel 
distinguished himself as one of the foremost 
poets and painters of his era; and William was a 
prolific art and literary critic, editor, and 
memoirist of the Pre-Raphaelite movement. 
Christina became one of the Victorian age’s 
finest poets. She was the author of numerous 
books of poetry, including Goblin Market and 
other Poems (1862), The Prince’s Progress 
(1866), A Pageant (1881), and The Face of the 
Deep (1882).

https://poets.org/poem/who-has-seen-wind
https://poets.org/poem/who-has-seen-wind
https://poets.org/poet/christina-rossetti


CWC Sacramento CLUB Positions 
FY 2021-2022 

Officers  

Interim President: Kimberly A. Edwards 
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net  

First Vice-President/Programs: Gloria Pierrot-Dyer 
qquill76@gmail.com 
   
Second Vice-President/Membership: Jenifer Rowe  
jenifererowe@gmail.com  
   
Treasurer: Karen Terhune 
koyotesky@gmail.com 

Secretary: Open 
   
Members at Large 

Linda Champion 

Brina Patel 

Cheryl Stapp 

Club Positions  

 
Contest Coordinator - Judith Presnall 
Historian - Julie Bauer 
News and Events Distribution - Jenifer Rowe 
Newsletter Content - Open 
Newsletter Layout - Rosi Hollinbeck 
Open Readings Host & Coordinator - John Patterson 
Outreach - Linda Champion 
Publicity - Mark Heckey 
Social Media - Brina Patel 
Web Editor - Jenifer Rowe 
Writers Workshop Coordinator- Linda Champion
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