CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB

June 2022

SACRAMENTO WRITER
CWC Sacramento
Free Monthly
Saturday Zoom Meeting
(includes Q&A)
Saturday, June 18, 2022
Presentation 1:00–2:00 p.m.
Sign-in and social time 12:30-1:00

How to Succeed in Interviews
without Really Lying
Ed Goldman
Syndicated columnist, author of
five books, professionally
produced playwright,
composer and lyricist, visual
artist
In nearly 52 years as a professional writer, Ed has interviewed
senators, governors, captains of industry, lawyers, film stars and
(literally) ditch diggers. They all have one thing in common: they
want to yell you their stories. Here’s how to encourage them to do so
—and then, how to write about it.
You will learn:
o

How to put interviewees at ease (and where)

o

How to make the most of your and their time

o

How to separate the wheat from the chaff—i.e., the truth
from the hype

o

How to prepare

o

How to follow up

Ed Goldman is a writer, painter, and composer. He has worked for
the Long Beach Press-Telegram, the Los Angeles Times, Sacramento
Magazine, Comstock’s Magazine, the Sacramento Business Journal,
and The Goldman State. He has published five books, written two
professionally produced plays, written for movies and television, and
taught college courses in journalism, broadcasting and public
relations.
CLICK HERE TO JOIN MEETING

www.SacramentoWriters.org

CWC Sacramento is a 501c3 nonprofit educational organization

Writers Network Meeting
June 3, 2022
10 – 11 a.m. via Zoom (open for chat 30 minutes
before meeting)

Write a Thriller Novel Using Craft
Tips from the Pros
Amy Rogers
Author, Scientist
Genre fiction readers have certain expectations about the books they invest in.
Well-written thriller novels share craft features that allow the author to deliver
what the reader wants. Learn some of the craft to make your thriller or other
novel succeed.
o Learn the rules before you break the rules
o Consider the absolute importance of point of view
o Learn the 3-point formula for what makes a story
o Discover the three bad openings that pop up again and again
o Kayak or inner tube: what kind of characters do you write?

Amy Rogers, MD, PhD, is a Harvard-educated scientist, novelist, journalist and
educator. She has published three science-themed thrillers novels in the style of
Michael Crichton, and a nnonfiction compilation of local science journalism she
wrote for INSIDE Magazine. Formerly a microbiology professor, she blogged
extensively about coronavirus before and during the pandemic. She is a longtime member of CWC and NCPA. Learn more at AmyRogers.com.
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING

2

Sacramento Writer, June 2022

Thanks for a Great Term as President!
One of the greatest privileges of my life has been to
serve as your president for the past several years.
Thank you for your confidence in me. You continue to
inspire me with your writing and friendship.
I first joined CWC in the late 1970’s. Most members
wrote books or columns. They were very
accomplished. In the late 1990s I rejoined, serving in
various positions and enjoying it. Never did I aspire to
be president. But several years ago, two respected
writer/publishers (Ted Witt and Gini Grossenbacher)
joined me in accepting club leadership roles. Since
that time, our club has continued to attract talented
and serious writers at all levels of development and
with interest in a variety of genres.
You’ll be in good hands with new president Sandra
Navarro, who has served on the board in past years and led very
successful holiday parties. She’s published many books since joining the
club. I plan to remain involved, beginning with service on a CWC Central
Board Ad Hoc Committee looking into purpose and process of the Lit
Review.
After 43 years as a freelance writer, I urge you to keep driving forward.
This means finding meaning in every experience. A Time article on
resilience emphasizes the importance of standing up to hurdles and
being quick to reach out for support. Writers face challenges such as
listening to critiques, weathering rejection, and returning to the
California Writers Club, representing a 100-year reputation of solid members and the longheld mission of “writers helping writers.”
I urge you to invest in yourselves, understanding that writing is a profession or avocation
worthy of ongoing study. Join writer’s salons and enroll in writer’s programs to practice,
practice, practice under a dedicated teacher. Talent needs to be honed and refined. Learn
about structure and scene. Structure is the skeleton, scenes are the bones, and summary is
the sinew – ingredients of every good story.
Thank you, fellow members, for believing in me as your president. Please continue to believe
in what you’re doing, because I believe in you.
Kimberly A. Edwards
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A Jelly-Fish

Poetry
Corner

Marianne Moore

Marianne Craig Moore, (born
November 15, 1887, St. Louis,
Missouri, U.S.—died February 5,
1972, New York, New York),
American poet whose work
distilled moral and intellectual
insights from the close and
accurate observation of objective
detail.
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Marianne Moore

Visible, invisible,
A fluctuating charm,
An amber-colored
amethyst
Inhabits it; your arm
Approaches, and
It opens and
It closes;
You have meant
To catch it,
And it shrivels;
You abandon
Your intent—
It opens, and it
Closes and you
Reach for it—
The blue
Surrounding it
Grows cloudy, and
It floats away
From you.

NEW MEMBERS
Linda Townsdin – Linda writes the Spirit Lake Mystery series, called “complex murder
mysteries with bone-chilling thrills and a bit of romance.” Her short fiction has been published in
the 2020 Bouchercon Anthology, received honorable mention in the 2021 Best American Mystery
and Suspense Anthology, and others. She lives in Sacramento.
http://lindatownsdin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LindaTownsdinAuthor
http://twitter.com/ltownsdin
Sean Epstein-Corbin – Sean teaches literature, rhetoric, and academic writing at Merced
College and UC Merced. He is working on a book of poetry, 495 Lines, as well as a novel, FATSO,
about his experiences coming out as bisexual later in life. He is also finishing an academic
monograph, Haunted Pragmatism: Ghosts and Madness in the Gilded Age. He lives in
Sacramento.
https://www.mccd.edu/academics/english-liberalstudies/profiles/epstein-corbin.html
https://writingprogram.ucmerced.edu/sepsteincorbin

MEMBER NEWS
Ann Saxton Reh’s new book, See the Desert and Die, is set in Arabia in 1980:
What was in this desert worth dying for? This question haunts ethnographer Layne Darius
who comes to the forbidding Arabian Desert determined to discover why her mother vanished
here eight years ago. Diplomat David Markam risks his life to help Layne as danger and love
build relentlessly. This first of the David Markam Mystery Series is a treat for readers who
want authentic adventure in an exotic land. www.annsaxtonreh.com On Amazon

Jim Guigli reports that the good people at Pulp Modern Flash have published his flash fiction
Bart Lasiter story, Cane Mutiny.
You may read it here:
http://www.pulpmodernflash.com/2022/05/12/cane-mutiny-by-jim-guigli/

Please direct member news to Sacramentowriters@gmail.com.
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2022-2023 GOVERNING BOARD
As Nominations Chair, I am pleased to announce the roster of officers on the Board of
California Writers Club – Sacramento as of July 1, 2022. At-large members will serve at the
pleasure of the incoming President.
President – Sandra Navarro
First Vice-President, Program Chair – Gloria Pierrot-Dyer
Second Vice-President, Membership Chair – Jenifer Rowe
Treasurer – Karen Terhune
Secretary – Bernard Wozny

Sandra S. Navarro holds a doctorate in Anthropology. Her
narratives are informed looks at people and places in the United
States over time. Inspired by a collection of documents from five
generations of her family, Sandra writes about the impact of
historical events and societal change on family members and
collective family lore. The author is an active member of the
California Writers Club, one of the nation’s oldest professional
organizations for writers. Sandra’s works for children and adults
are published by Cornsilk Press (www.cornsilkpress.com) and are
available on Amazon.com/books.

Gloria Pierrot-Dyer is a teacher and free-lance editor, holding
degrees in Spanish and Education as well as teaching
credentials in Elementary Education and Reading/ Language
Arts. Her first book, Allensworth: Two Tales of
Triumph (2020), is set in the tiny, originally all-black town of
Allensworth (now a part of the California State Park system)
where she grew up and attended its two-room school. A
delighted mother, grandmother, worship leader and soloist,
Gloria also enjoys reading, painting, travel, and studying
foreign languages. She is currently honored to serve on the
CWC Sacramento Board.
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Jenifer Rowe writes short stories, essays and memoir. Her work has
been published in Scarlet Leaf Review, Crack the Spine, Wildflower
Muse, Liars League NYC, the Sacramento Bee, and the 2018 and
2019 issues of California Literary Review. She earned Finalist
distinction in the New Millennium Writings 46th Literary Awards.
Jenifer is a board member of California Writers Club – Sacramento.
She lives in El Dorado Hills. Her first novel Unexpected
Findings earned Finalist distinction in the 2021 Next Generation
Indie Book Awards. https://jeniferrowe.com

Karen Terhune writes fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction. In
addition to the California Writers Club, she is a member of
SCBWI and the Authors Guild. As a volunteer for the East Bay
Regional Park District, she was privileged to serve as a co-author
with Traci Parent for Images of America: Black Diamond Mines
Regional Preserve, highlighting the diverse mining and ranching
history of this incredible park. Karen’s short story The Pickled
Pepper Man appeared in the César Chavez Memorial issue of San
José Studies under the pen name Louise Church. Additional
creative pursuits include watercolor painting, mixed media art,
photography and gardening.

Bernard Wozny comes from an engineering background. Following a
career in software development, he has now turned to writing
stories. He primarily writes science fiction/thrillers, and he is also
currently working on a historical novel as well as a love story.

Respectfully submitted,
Jenifer Rowe
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EVENTS
2022 SAN FRANCISCO WRITERS CONFERENCE
Hyatt Regency Embarcadero Hotel
Thursday, July 21- July 24th, 2022
Celebration of Craft, Commerce and Community for Writers
https://www.sfwriters.org/2022-conference/
The mission of the San Francisco Writers Conference is to build bridges to better tomorrows
for writers connected to the conference by:
•

Giving writers information and inspiration they need to:
o

write and sell their books

o

make them successful

o

reach their literary and financial goals

•

Providing a forum for writers, agents, publishers, and writers organizations

•

Helping writers build the networks they need by creating a community of writers online
and off . . .

Because the California Writers Club’s mission statement mirrors that of the SFWC, in short,
‘Writers Helping Writers,’ we, the CWC, are once again providing a booth as an outreach to
many of the same writers who are seeking help, support, and encouragement in their writing
career by providing them with information about our Club.
In this regard, this is the ninth year that we have represented the state-wide CWC at our
Conference booth. And the most important aspect of our booth are our volunteers. If you would
like to volunteer for this year’s booth, contact Kymberlie Ingalls from Napa Branch at
cwc.1909.kci@gmail.com or Linda Hartmann, President, Mt. Diablo Branch at
lindadhartmann@gmail.com
Please note that in volunteering at the CWC booth, you may display your books on the table,
but you are there only to speak to conference attendees about their own writing and the CWC.
Our books cannot be sold on site. Each volunteer will be able to share their own writing
experience and also attend one class during their time slot.
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The Santa Fe Literary Review is calling for submissions to their publication. The
submissions period opens June 1, 2022 and closes November 1, 2022. This year’s
suggested SFLR theme is “Myth: Invention, Legend, and Lore.” SFLR accept submissions of
poetry, dramatic writing, fiction, creative nonfiction, and visual art. SFLR responds to all
submitters by December 15. If you haven’t heard word by then, feel free to email
sflr(at)sfcc.edu.
For details, go to:
The Santa Fe Literary Review
www.sfcc.edu/santa-fe-literary-review/
Sponsored by the Santa Fe Community College.

June Gillam, PhD, is offering Great Valley Writing Workshops this summer for writers
preparing short pieces to submit to anthologies and magazines.
Days and Times: Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. PST, over Zoom.
“It’s none of their business that you have to learn to write. Let them think you were born that
way.” —Hemingway
For details, see https://www.junegillam.com/writing-workshops
Author June Gillam, PhD, she/her
Hillary Broome Crime Novels
San Joaquin Valley Writers, President
www.junegillam.com

In-Person Gathering!
A good time was had by all at the Denny’s on Greenback in
Orangevale on May 22. Members were thrilled to recognize
Sacramento native Kiyo Sato and excited to be together
after such a long time apart. There’s something about
writers gathering in person!
Wearing a T shirt that said, “It took 99 years for me to
look this good!” Kiyo Sato of the Sacramento Branch
accepted a two-year, COVID-delayed Honorary Lifetime
Membership and a Certificate of Achievement for her
work, Dandelion through the Crack, renamed Kiyo’s
Story when purchased by Soho Press in New York. The
certificate was presented at the first in-person gathering of
the branch in two years. Members shared their books and
other projects they’re working on.
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Upon accepting the certificate, Sato, who joined the branch in 2005, reminded attendees
that a member helped her with her manuscript about her family’s experience being taken
from their local home and transported by trucks and trains to Poston, Arizona. Laced with
her father’s haiku, the book was published by Willow Valley Press in Nevada City. The
remarkable story brought Sato the William Saroyan International Prize for Writing New
Nonfiction in 2008. Later, when asked to speak at the Smithsonian on the Japanese
Internment, she was given white gloves and invited into a glass cubicle where she saw
letters confiscated by a Military Intelligence Officer. “Here I saw my own letters to my
teacher Miss Cox. I had no idea I was investigated so thoroughly.”

Fred Foote’s Steps to Successful Publishing
by Gloria Pierrot-Dyer
Participants in the May 21 CWC Sacramento Zoom monthly meeting were treated to a
presentation entitled “A Short Story on Publishing,” presented by what is surely one of the
most prolific writers our club has ever known. Fred Foote, who is also a member of our
club, has published over 360 pieces—short stories, essays and poems. He has also authored
several books, including For the Sake of the Soul (2015), Crossrads Encounters (2016), and
The Maroon Myth and Revelation (2020).
From the vantage point of his
experience, which is both broad and deep,
Mr. Foote was able to offer a very balanced
perspective on the process of getting one’s
work published. Here were some of his key
points:
1.“We tend to give too much power to
individuals and processes that are arbitrary
and even incomprehensible.” In many
instances, neither being published nor being
rejected is purely a function of the quality of
your work. There are numerous reasons
why a piece may be accepted or rejected.
2.Acceptance or rejection of a piece is
always subjective.
3.Having your work accepted may have
occurred mainly because you happened to be in the right place at the right time, and
got past the gatekeeper(s). In many cases, writing is selected, not because it is of the
highest quality, but because it is what the editor likes.
4. Having your work rejected should not be taken personally, and is no cause for
discouragement. Fred delved deeply into non-quality-related reasons why publishers-especially those who receive an overwhelming number of submissions--may reject a
writer’s work, including such as the following:
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You failed to follow submission guidelines (wrong font or margins, improper
file name, or submitting the document as an attachment when the
requirement is for submission in the body of the email, etc.).
• Your work closely resembles work recently published on the site.
• Your work exceeds the allowable word count.
• Your subject matter is offensive to the editor (rape, pedophilia, etc.)
5. It is extremely difficult to make enough by writing to support yourself.
6. Free or inexpensive writers’ tools such a the Grammarly website, and “Dictate” and
“Read aloud” functions in Word are plentiful and very effective; using them can help
you to write better and more efficiently.
7. You should write because you LOVE it.
•

Fred’s presentation was chock-full of detailed advice on steps to becoming published,
while maintaining a realistic and level-headed outlook on both acceptance and
rejection.
To view the talk in its entirety, go to our site’s meeting archives and select Frederick
Foote’s May 2022 presentation.

Enjoy
Summer
Writing!
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CWC Sacramento CLUB Positions
FY 2021-2022
Officers
Interim President: Kimberly A. Edwards
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net
First Vice-President/Programs: Gloria Pierrot-Dyer
qquill76@gmail.com
Second Vice-President/Membership: Jenifer Rowe
jenifererowe@gmail.com
Treasurer: Karen Terhune
koyotesky@gmail.com
Secretary: Bernard Wozny
bpwozny@gmail.com
Members at Large
Linda Champion
Brina Patel
Cheryl Stapp
Chris Hennessy

Club Positions
Contest Coordinator - Judith Presnall
Historian - Julie Bauer
News and Events Distribution - Jenifer Rowe
Newsletter Content - Open, Interim Editor Jenifer Rowe
Newsletter Layout - Rosi Hollinbeck
Open Readings Host & Coordinator - John Patterson
Outreach - Linda Champion
Social Media - (Facebook, Instagram, Meetup, etc.) Brina Patel
Web Editor - Jenifer Rowe
Writers Workshop Coordinator- Linda Champion

12

Sacramento Writer, June 2022

