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SACRAMENTO WRITER
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Monthly
Saturday Zoom Meeting
April 16, 2022 1 - 2 p.m.
(chat 30 minutes before)
“The Art of the
Interview”
With Ed Goldman,
Syndicated columnist, author
of five books, professionally
produced playwright,
composer and lyricist, visual
artist
In nearly 52 years as a professional writer, Ed has interviewed senators,
governors, captains of industry, lawyers, film stars and (literally) ditch
diggers. They all have one thing in common: they want to yell you their
stories. Here’s how to encourage them to do so—and then, how to write
about it.
You will learn:
o

How to put interviewees at ease (and where)

o

How to make the most of your and their time

o

How to separate the wheat from the chaff—i.e., the truth
from the hype

o

How to prepare

o

How to follow up

Ed Goldman is a writer, painter, and composer. He has worked for the
Long Beach Press-Telegram, the Los Angeles Times, Sacramento
Magazine, Comstock’s Magazine, the Sacramento Business Journal, and
The Goldman State. He has published five books, written two
professionally produced plays, written for movies and television, and
taught college courses in journalism, broadcasting and public relations.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING

www.SacramentoWriters.org

CWC Sacramento is a 501c3 nonprofit educational organization

Message from Our President,
Kimberly A. Edwards
CWC Sacramento President
Dialogue on the Run to Our Many Members and Friends
Happy Poetry Month to our many talented poets! And special welcome
to our enthusiastic new members! We are thrilled to have you join our
club. Let us know your needs and interests. We encourage ideas from
all members. Some are asking when we can meet again in person. It’s
been a long, long time! Stay tuned: we’ll come up with a date and a
place!
We welcome new board member Chris Hennessey, producer, director,
and author of the upcoming memoir Touched by Hannah. Chris represents the kind of member who inspires us
all. Chris pushes us to do something new, beyond our usual comfort zone. Welcome aboard, Chris!
A reminder to all to go to calwriters.org where you can read about speakers offered through any of the 22 CWC
branches. One of the benefits of belonging to a statewide organization with a century of history.
Kudos to Denise Lee Branco for her new book, Rabbit at the Sliding Door: Chloe's Story. Many of you have
recent successes to share. Between all the successes is a lot of dedicated work – don’t
we all know!
I urge you to consider checking out the April 30 Our Life Stories Conference, https://
ourlifestories.org, offered on Zoom this year for $20. Presented by the Hart Senior
Center, this conference has been raved about in past years. Glad to see it back.
Member and prolific writer Frederick Foote will be a featured speaker.
On the subject of dialogue: many of you write fiction and others write memoir. Even
those who write non-fiction use dialogue to enrich and deepen. So do our poets. As
Tom Wolfe said, dialogue is a key fictional device that makes the reader feel present.
Dialogue is how we get to know one another, express love, give someone a hard time,
or “do everything that matters in life.”
Following are three quick tips, which I invite you to research:
Know your purpose for inserting a dialogue exchange in a piece of writing. There are many purposes served by
dialogue, including to break up big chunks of narrative, stress a point, show a relationship between characters,
plant tension, provide back story, and to change the pacing. Knowing the reason for using dialogue in any
particular point will inform you on how to better develop it.
Know the difference between regular talking and dialogue. Dialogue, even in memoir, is not a recording of actual
speech, but a semblance of exchanges. While in real life we reply directly to each other, in dialogue, characters
respond indirectly or obliquely, often not answering at all. Example: Speaker 1, “How are you?” Speaker 2, “Are
you wearing that old felt hat again?”
Keep it short. Dialogue is a compact language. Every word counts. Nothing is more deadly than long sentence or
a long exchange. Make it crisp and revelatory, giving the reader sweet discoveries.
So much for dialogue on the run. Looking forward to seeing and talking with you soon in person!

Kim
916-524-7992
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POETRY

Poetry
Corner

I too, dislike it: there are things that are important
beyond all this fiddle.
Reading it, however, with a perfect contempt for it, one
discovers that there is in
it after all, a place for the genuine.
Hands that can grasp, eyes
that can dilate, hair that can rise
if it must, these things are important not because a
high-sounding interpretation can be put upon them but
because they are
useful; when they become so derivative as to become
unintelligible, the
same thing may be said for all of us—that we
do not admire what
we cannot understand. The bat,
holding on upside down or in quest of something to
eat, elephants pushing, a wild horse taking a roll, a
tireless wolf under
a tree, the immovable critic twinkling his skin like a
horse that feels a flea, the base—
ball fan, the statistician—case after case
could be cited did
one wish it; nor is it valid
to discriminate against “business documents and

Marianne Moore

Marianne Craig Moore
(November 15, 1887 – February
5, 1972) was an American
modernist poet, critic, translator,
and editor. Her poetry is noted for
formal innovation, precise diction,
irony, and wit.

school-books”; all these phenomena are important. One
must make a distinction
however: when dragged into prominence by half poets,
the result is not poetry,
nor till the autocrats among us can be
“literalists of
the imagination”—above
insolence and triviality and can present
for inspection, imaginary gardens with real toads in
them, shall we have
it. In the meantime, if you demand on the one hand, in
defiance of their opinion—
the raw material of poetry in
all its rawness, and
that which is on the other hand,
genuine, then you are interested in poetry.
in the public domaine
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NEW MEMBERS
Christine Villa is an all-around creative explorer who lives with her Maltipoo named
Haiku. She is a children’s book author, haiku and tanka poet, publisher, speaker,
photographer, mixed media artist, and crafter. Several of her poems, photos, and
artwork have won awards and recognition. Please see her full bio on the Members
page of our website.
Aurelia Lofton joined our club last month as well. We do not yet have a bio or
photograph for Aurelia.
Welcome to our newest members! If you want to read more about them, go to their
longer bios on the Members page of our website.

MEMBER NEWS

Denise Lee Branco www.DeniseInspiresYou.com reports that the release date
for Rabbit at the Sliding Door: Chloe’s Story was March 29, 2022. The
hardcover is already appearing on Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble.com as an
upcoming release. A portion of sales from Rabbit at the Sliding Door: Chloe’s
Story will be donated to animal rescue organizations.
Chris Hennessy and 12-year-old daughter Hannah walked the red carpet at the
recent 2022 ACM Western Region Conference and WAVE Cable TV Awards Ceremony.
Hennessy’s Yolo YoYo’s television show (season 2 final episode) proceeded to win
‘Best Narrative Program 2022.’ The event took place Friday April 1 at the Holiday Inn
San Jose – Silicon Valley.
The Stage; Following our Wildest Dreams! features the Yolo YoYo’s and their
mission to bring live entertainment back to the lonely stage. Written and directed by
Chris, the program was filmed at the Historic Woodland Opera House on March 12,
2021 and aired July 1, 2021.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lani Longshore spoke at our monthly meeting on
March 19th. Her topic was Taking a Journey Together:
Story Arcs and Your Readers, and it covered the
following points:
Timing – When things happen according to the
conventions of your genre
Sequence – The logic of your characters actions
Resolution – Not only the end of the story, but the way the story ends
A recording of her presentation is available at https://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/
meeting-archive/ for a limited time. The slides will remain posted there indefinitely.
Michael John Sullivan spoke to our Writers Workshop on April 1, discussing podcasts as a
marketing tool for authors. Michael is himself a podcaster, and he gave us tips on both how
to conduct an interview and how to be the subject of the interview. A recording of his talk
and links to several podcast resources are posted on the Meeting Archive page of the
website, as per the link above.
Members now have an opportunity to be featured on our club’s Instagram page. This is
an opportunity for members to showcase their talents and perhaps gain new readers. If you
are interested, send the following information to Brina Patel at brina_patel94@yahoo.com:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Name, city of residence
Genre in which you write
Accolades and/or publishing credits
Favorite books and/or authors
A fun fact about you
A high-resolution image of yourself

California Writers Club Members: Want to reach hundreds of fellow writers with your
message? Selling a book, a service, or other specialty? Use the CWC Bulletin! The next
great issue will come out in June so reserve your advertising space soon.
Here's how:
https://calwriters.org/bulletin/#ad
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EVENTS
Note: these are brief descriptions of coming events.
Please go to www.cwcsacramentowriters.org for full details on each.
The annual "Our Life Stories" cross-generational writers’ conference will be held virtually
on Saturday, April 30th, 2022 through Zoom. This year’s theme is “I Am More Than I
Thought I Was.” The virtual event is a product of Hart Center’s Life History Writing program.
Attendees will enjoy workshop sessions led by celebrated authors sharing their wisdom and
guiding participants through exercises that explores the craft of memoir writing. Online
registrations for the event will be available in January 2022. Visit www.OurLifeStories.org for
more updates about the 2022 Virtual Our Life Stories Conference.
Open Reading – The next open reading (via zoom) is scheduled for Thursday, April 28 at
7:00 p.m. The focus in April will be on Poetry. To sign up, contact
2johnpatterson@gmail.com.
A Pitch-O-Rama event sponsored by WNBA-SF (Women’s National Book Association – San
Francisco) takes place on Saturday, April 30th from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Both fiction
and nonfiction writers can pitch their works to agents and editors for publication. All writers,
of any gender, are welcome to attend both the pre-pitch coaching event and the Pitch-ORama event. To register for this virtual Zoom event and for more information, please visit
the WNBA-SF website using this link here.
Register now at https://egweg.org/wm for Words and Music, on 5/15/22 from 10:30 AM
to 5:00 PM, at the Chicks In Crisis Ranch, 9455 E. Stockton Blvd., Elk Grove, CA 95624.
Author table space is $20. Bring your own table and share with a friend. General public/
music lovers are also invited for $10. So more opportunities to sell your books. The
musicians are popular artists. L to R: Carly Rhoades, Todd Morgan, Dinorah, Gary Mendoza

This event is sponsored by:
Chicks in Crisis, Sacramento County, Nannosecond Productions, Elk Grove Writers
Guild

A calendar of upcoming events at all 22 CWC branches is available at https://calwriters.org/
events-month/ and is also accessible from the home page of our own branch website.
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CWC Sacramento CLUB Positions
FY 2021-2022
Officers
Interim President: Kimberly A. Edwards
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net
First Vice-President/Programs: Gloria Pierrot-Dyer
qquill76@gmail.com
Second Vice-President/Membership: Jenifer Rowe
jenifererowe@gmail.com
Treasurer: Karen Terhune
koyotesky@gmail.com
Secretary: Open
Members at Large
Linda Champion
Brina Patel
Cheryl Stapp
Chris Hennessy

Club Positions
Contest Coordinator - Judith Presnall
Historian - Julie Bauer
News and Events Distribution - Jenifer Rowe
Newsletter Content - Open
Newsletter Layout - Rosi Hollinbeck
Open Readings Host & Coordinator - John Patterson
Outreach - Linda Champion
Publicity - Mark Heckey
Social Media - (Facebook, Instagram, Meetup, etc.) Brina Patel
Web Editor - Jenifer Rowe
Writers Workshop Coordinator- Linda Champion
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