Tips for Making Money from
Your Writing/Photography in
Any Genre

By Lee Foster



Our Purpose Today

* |nspire you and provide practical tips to assist
you to be more successful. Is anything | am
doing useful to you?

 What might be relevant to you? What is your
world now and what could it be?



What is your “possible” world

and its income?
Books/ebooks?
Articles?
Photos?
Traditional outlets vs your website?

Your Website/Blog?
Your social media?
Licensing of your content?
Major assighments?



My Guiding Vision

Balance your traditional and independent
publishing opportunities

Independent publishing gives you total control

Be open to growth and change in technology
and social culture

Assess your strengths and limitations, be
proud of your unigueness

Pace yourself to make your publishing
sustainable




My Mantra for Publishing

* |tis good to create: Wonderful in itself

* |tis better to create and publish: Today, no
one can prevent you from publishing

* |tis best to create, publish, and monetize:
Your path may not be easy, but success is
possible

Let’s start with Books



ee Foster’s books/ebooks on his Amazon
Author Page at http://amzn.to/1jl9Lnz
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http://amzn.to/1jl9Lnz

Is traditional book publishing still
viable? Or should you go “indie”?

DK (Dorling Kindersley) paid me S15k for a
oart of Back Roads California

Rovyalty books problematic, unlikely to do
more

Independently published books have a bright
future. | have done 5

Wildcard positives: Chinese translations, PDF
books, “website books”




Exhausted your audience in
English? Try Chinese

* | have had positive sales now each month for two
vears for two books translated into Chinese
ebooks

* My partner Fiberead manages all costs, pays me
30% of revenue

 Amazon.cn sells the ebooks on my Amazon.com
USA Author Page, see http://amzn.to/1]|19Lnz



http://amzn.to/1jl9Lnz

My Northern California Travel, in Chinese, on
Amazon.com USA, from Amazon.cn
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Could you give a paid talk, and
license also the PDF?

* | give a paid slideshow talk to meetings/groups
on “The SF Bay Area’s Top 100 Travel Attractions”

* | sometimes license to the meeting/group a
follow-up email send of the PDF-ebook version of

the subject

* Everyone can read a PDF. The regular ebook
version is on Amazon
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Is there a “website book” in
your future?

* Folks will endure ads and affiliate links for a
ong time to get free content before they will
ouy anything

* A “website book” can be funded by Google

Adsense ads, private ads, sponsorships,
affiliate income

* My example on SF is at http://bit.ly/2wEJ|yV
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Could Your Book Sell as an
Audiobook?

My travel literary book Travels in an America Imagination
Some folks will only “read” by listening
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Is traditional article publishing
still viable? Or go website only?

* Via AAA just published 4-15-18 on their blog

my article/photo package “Best Photo Ops in
the West” http://bit.ly/2E5XPDg

 Each week | publish a new or renewed article
on my www.fostertravel.com

* Each approach has opportunities for: income,
licensing, assighments, audience growth

* Rights Issue: Who owns what?



http://bit.ly/2E5XPDg
http://www.fostertravel.com/

Traditional: Via’s Best Photo

Ops in the West (4-15-18)
http://bit.ly/2E5XPDg

%WM% travel news + notes + te

- 7 Best Photo Ops in the West

Related



http://bit.ly/2E5XPDg

My Weekly “Independent”

Article on My Website/Blog
http://bit.ly/2vvktGb
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http://bit.ly/2vvktGb

Is it possible to create and sell
your own photos?

Learn to create phone photos for your own
use. Then:

Agency Alamy still producing about S5K/year
for me on 4K photos. Alamy open to everyone

My own photo-selling site on PhotoShelter
critical for direct selling. Depend on yourself.
See http://stockphotos.fostertravel.com

Agencies can disappoint. Lonely Planet sold
S220k for me, then closed down



http://stockphotos.fostertravel.com/

LEE FOSTER/FOSTER TRAVEL PUBLISHING

MOLE WALLES

LOG LICHTBGXES CUENT AREA ABOUYT CAQY

LEE FOSTER'S TRAVEL
PHOTOGRAPHY
(ON PHOTOSHELTER)

Cmald oo Qlntory avel comm

FOR EDITORIAL &
COMMERCIAL
PHOTO BUYERS

Lo 7 oater At T 7 0004mage wavd
(L wape dy
oS ee e [ -
250 worleide dosliratiorn

Teady S

T photon can be Seacched bere on i
Bolot the They Can alo B

a5l P et Pave

Low Bopos Bt s P
B Al B0 Sun photd Basyper ¢
»AN whors Lee N ot udery
* Con DaCome N

i WP el

>‘!n 1 ur.j
PR e

Trated Pheto

GALLERY COLLECTIONS
Soe P avier s Racest Ioms Sa0um

N L

Rore Sa0 Prpocace

P Tebamm gt (X

Volanvhras, ody (Ve

Mace s Yaom

Aok p Crom

Ve rexgoia Saet ol \Peces s
Conmy
e

Lo Footery Livwey Depocs Bacent Shoote

. et

o OB U3 B0k Sm Mawest

. s s (The 1) eyand A
v funge

- Cattant

» Cavlone

« Madoo ]

« Nt Moo

= Cwsta

$20 FOR CONSUMER
PERSONAL USE
LICENSES

e A h e LI F T
Ponca s Lwe Lusens Tr o

PPN Bl (AN DTN W LD I (Y be
PGCOT W g M Aty WOt AN WD T
afemsiel yyvees Ol o Pe et st
da a%< putrg § 00t i T Magoag covt

PP vl e M wad P VAre See
P Parsoral Une Lioarss ogon tode o A
PV B PN W A e

e T LT T

e e AL L X
re of Pane cpgrherad (F ched Byt o wond
parnonal gramcin Law F ovter wil sanat pou o
WA TNt p ot (o Parn ey o s‘.-

MAJOR PROJECTS

N e e L

2t Soltn e Vo Corw s Mentots
Cutain 40 Parnn BOGRN 40 b oom b Liw s
watade of W Cavv ey v ComANOD Pt o0
Bt Aot Siw Pade asvend e 18 Dodhe o



Can your website/blog produce
direct and indirect income?

My www.fostertavel.com has produced Google
Adsense Ad income each day since 2002

* Next steps: Private ads, sponsorships, affiliate
iIncome

* Robust website/blog leads to sales of products,
plus licensing, assignments, and paid talks


http://www.fostertavel.com/

Ads on a website, starting with Google
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Licensing of your Content?
What’s that? Could that occur?

* Canadian travel agency Uniglobe liked my
elaborate essence-of-the-destination articles

* Requested to license from my website my top
100 worldwide articles for 3 years

* Deal done for 5 figures. Example: Yosemite



How the Uniglobe Travel Agency presented
my 100 worldwide articles, such as Yosemite
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Could your robust website/blog
leads to assighments?

* Answers.com calls from St. Louis, say they are

#23 site on Internet, like my SF/CA articles on
my website

e Want me to do 100 short derivative articles to
boost the gravitas of their site

* Deal done for 5 figures, license for 3 years
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Let’s look more closely at your
writer/author website. Why have

a writer/author website/blog?
* Connect with an audience
* Earn income, various ways
* Shape the world
* |t's your art form
* |t's fun
Or:
* All of the above



What kind of author/writer
website?

 Resume of links to your traditionally published
works

* Showcase of your work in your structure
* Blog

* Full publishing effort, in direct competition with
all media

Or:
e All of the above



Why use WordPress as a website
structure?

Widely popular, many contributors

Open source, no one owns it, keeps evolving
Themes keep getting better

Lots of plug-ins for tasks

About 100K worldwide designers



Engage a desigher vs use a template
from GoDaddy, Hostgator, Wix?

My strategy: Designer Jeffrey Samorano

Get design help, do routine content swaps
yourself

Do-it-yourself will have challenges

ssue: Who will be there to help when you have
oroblems?

ssues occur when WordPress updates

Will a template provider have good phone
support? Is your website “portable?”

Will a template have plug-in and SEO flexibility?




Who should be your website host?

* | use WPEngine, expensive, installed by my
designer

e Other options: GoDaddy, Wix, Hostgator
Issues are

e Security, getting hacked, backup and restore
* Speed time of loading, lose customers if slow
* Reliability, will you be “down”?

* Personal handling in an emergency

* Cost



Why improve your website now?

* Google encourages it if you want Search results

* Need to be Mobile Friendly

* Now 40% of my traffic is mobile

* Need to be https secure-encrypted data exchange
* See the little green lock, consumers want it

* Google provides 80% of my traffic via Organic
Search

And:

* New themes are better, less need for “custom”
design



Evolution of my website
https://www.fostertravel.com

1995 Html website
2009 WordPress by Bradley Charbonneau

2017 WordPress by Jeffrey Samorano using
Theme Newspaper and SEO Yoast

Avada is most popular theme today, but |
chose Newspaper


https://www.fostertravel.com/

My new website theme Newspaper is
better than my old one

* Light and airy, swipable

* Shows multiple clusters of options at once,
improved discoverability of ranges of articles

* Mobile-friendly

* Https secure for encrypted data

* Better SEO Yoast

* Better reporting of data, Google Analytics
* Better printout look

* Better Integration with my 5 Social Media



My new website has better SEO
discoverability than my old one

Yoast is my SEO plug-in

* Yoast is a learning ecosystem for SEO
 SEO All in One was my old one, also good



Plug-ins will be needed for

Good printouts

Collecting emails, maybe Mailchimp
Contact form

Ecommerce, maybe Woo Commerce



Details: Problems arose with
change for my 500-plus articles

* Focus Keyword phrase needed
* Featured Image needed
* Slideshows need to be non-Flash



Details: Where is the income?

Lesser, but accessible:
* Ads, Google and private, and sponsorship
e Selling products (books, ebooks) and services (consulting)

e Affiliate income such as Amazon, Booking.com and SF Tours
City Sightseeing

Major, but more difficult:
* Licensing
* Assignments

* Sponsorship, Expedia sponsors an article because | am an
“influencer”



Details: Link your Social Media to

your website to increase traffic

My plan: Weekly new post or updated post,
announced in Social Media

e Pace Yourself, commit to something you can deliver

My Five Social Media, in order of importance:
* Facebook, Linkedln, Instagram (new)
Marginal:

* Twitter

e Google +



The End

* Hope you experienced a little inspiration and
practical help today

* Best wishes in your publishing efforts
 Thank you, Lee Foster



