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Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional; to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills.

Joshua Mohr
Novelist & Professor, University of San Francisco

“Plaracterization”
A strategy that will help any writer to build characters and plot

Saturday, May 16, 2015, the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly presents Joshua Mohr.
His work has been reviewed in major newspapers on both coasts and has appeared in the New York Times Book Review.
Meet Joshua Mohr, observing the world and writing long after midnight, while the rest of us sleep.
His novels have caught the eye of some of the world’s most visible media outlets. Some Things that Meant the
World to Me became an O Magazine Top 10 reads of 2009. Termite Parade received Editors’ Choice rating on The New
York Times Best Seller List. Damascus earned the designation “Beat-poet cool” by The New York Times. Mohr’s most recent
novel, Fight Song, inspired the Huffington Post to label him “a brilliant and skilled storyteller.”
A former Mission District bartender who admits he wrestled with alcohol, Mohr once told The San Francisco
Chronicle, “So much about being a writer isn't about talent, it’s work ethic.” He is known for understanding and describing
the world uniquely. (When busy, he describes himself as “in the weeds”.) He calls his tattoos a personal timeline, witness
to the scribbling he’s been doing on his skin for years. “My memoir is all over me,” he says, offering no apology for his
“wedding invitation” inscribed on his arm, even after his marriage failed.
Teaching in the MFA program at the University of San Francisco, Mohr maintains that the best plots aren’t
controlled by an authorial presence, but spring from the characters themselves. During his Sacramento appearance, he will
cover characters’ decision making, the causality between plot points, how to include specific tactics for constructing a
present action and how to fold in backstory. “The more we program ourselves to think of it in this way,” he says, “that our
protagonists are sovereign beings with independent consciousness, the better prepared we are to traverse plaracterization.”
Preceding Professor Mohr will be Linda Bello-Ruiz, memoir writer and international book author. She will present tips on
“Writing an Award-Winning Memoir.” Whether you write fiction or nonfiction, Bello-Ruiz’s winning smile and
articulate insight will offer some gems on deepening and polishing your writing to captivate your audience and those judges.
Join us Saturday, May 16th, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Hwy 50 at Hazel).
Meeting fee, $17 for members and $20 for guest, covers program-related costs. Lunch is also offered. The public
is welcome to join us.
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Kate Asche

Margaret Duarte

May 1, 2015

April 3, 2015

Place: What It Is, Why Every Genre Needs It,
and One Simple Way to Create It

Marketing
Strategies for
Technological
Greenhorns

The writer Dorothy Allison has said,
“Place is emotion. Place is people with
desire.” Join Kate Asche for a discussion
of what place is and why it’s so crucial
to every work of literary art. Expand
your craft toolbox by looking at how
place functions across genres, and
explore how evocative portrayal of place
On Friday, April 3 at CWC Sacramento
connects voice, character and conflict. Come away with a short Branch’s Writers Network breakfast meeting,
new draft and a list of resources for further exploration of this Margaret Duarte shared how an amateur
topic.
managed to build her own website (her newest
website was created especially for the CWCKate Asche, M.A., writes poetry, essays and short stories. Sacramento
Marketing
Strategies
She’s a creative writing teacher and literary community presentation) and platform from scratch, as
builder. Her chapbook, Our Day in the Labyrinth, is well as become a founding member of the
forthcoming from Finishing Line Press. Her poem “Incoming” Visionary Fiction Alliance and the VFA
was selected by Camille Dungy for the summer 2015 issue of Facebook Community, which consist of
Colorado Review, and she was a finalist for the 2011 Audio hundreds of visionary fiction writers devoted
Contest at The Missouri Review. She has published poetry in to raising the genre of visionary fiction into
Bellingham Review, RHINO, Late Peaches: Poems by the mainstream.
Sacramento Poets (2012 Anthology) and elsewhere. Her
creative nonfiction appears in an early issue of Under the Gum
Every person in the room, hung onto each
Tree. A graduate of the UC Davis Creative Writing Program, and every word Ms. Duarte uttered. Her
she coordinated The Tomales Bay Workshops under the advice and suggestions were very appreciated
direction of Pam Houston and is also a trained facilitator in the Visit her online at: www.margaretduarte.com
Amherst Writers and Artists (AWA) Method. She also helped and www.enterthebetween.com to learn more.
to establish the award-winning I Street Press at Sacramento
Public Library. Since 2005, she has taught creative writing in
a variety of academic and community settings. She volunteers
as contributing editor for the creative nonfiction journal Under
the Gum Tree. She teaches workshops in Sacramento and
provides manuscript coaching to writing groups and
individuals. Follow her and get the scoop on local writing
events at www.kateasche.com or email kate@kateasche.com.
Join us Friday, May 1, 2015, 9 to 11 a.m. at
IHOP, 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova,
CA 95670. CWC Writers Network is offered
on the first Friday of every month. Everyone is welcome.
Attendees pay for their own breakfast.
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PRESIDENT’S Message
Margie Yee Webb
We are looking for friendly and enthusiastic members to make a difference
and have fun serving the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. Join in and
volunteer! When you commit to help our club, you also commit to help yourself.
You can gain new skills, expertise and contacts. You can build your platform,
network and confidence. You can certainly gain the respect of your team members and build your
professional resume!
The president is responsible to appoint members to the Board of Directors, committee chair
positions and other volunteer positions. Elected and appointed volunteer positions are for a one-year
term, from July 1 through June 30. Other volunteer positions can be on a short-term basis, such as to help
at Luncheon meetings with registration.
The California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch is hosting a 2014-2015 Volunteer Social and
volunteer members are invited to attend. The inaugural Volunteer Social will be held on Saturday, June
27, 2015, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., at Marie Callender’s on 5525 Sunrise Blvd. in Citrus Heights. We will
provide light refreshments, including pie!
Why a Volunteer Social? The Volunteer Social is to show appreciation to members who contribute
their time and expertise to the club. During our monthly events, volunteer members do not always have
a chance to connect with each other. Additionally, new volunteers will get to meet and talk to other
volunteers. This casual gathering will provide an occasion to mingle and have fun.
Who is invited to the Volunteer Social? Current volunteers of the CWC Sacramento Branch and
Branch members who have indicated their interest as a future volunteer are invited.
Current volunteers are those serving in the 2014-2015 membership year and include elected
officers, appointed board members, appointed committee chairs, other appointed positions and other
volunteers.
Future volunteers are members who will be helping in the 2015-2016 membership year and
include nominees for elected positions and members who indicated an interest to continue their service
or to be appointed to a position or committee.
Want to be a volunteer? Have questions about opportunities available and how you can help?
Contact me at mywebb@sbcglobal.net. I am compiling a list of volunteers and a list of positions and
tasks, including those that are open, and your interest and skills can be matched to where help is needed.
Ready to RSVP for the Volunteer Social? Current and future volunteer members are invited to
RSVP to me at mywebb@sbcglobal.net.
In stepping up to help, your efforts will benefit all members and contribute to our club’s success!
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Editor’s Corner
May is a month in which we focus upon honoring and remembering very special
people. On May 10th, we honor mothers everywhere for Mothers’ Day, on May 25th we
remember all of the men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice to our country on
Memorial Day.
Within the literary realm, we also have some very special remembrances during
the month of May. Some of the more notable writers who were born in May are John F.
Kennedy, Walt Whitman, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Hermann Wouk, and Daphne Du Maurier to name a few. But,
the list is far from naming all of the talented writers from this marvelous month of May.
Born May 9, 1923, in the city of Sacramento, California, Ms. Kiyo Sato has given everyone who has had
the true pleasure and privilege of meeting her, the true meaning of hope, of faith. She has many achievements
under her belt, but in 2008, she won the William Saroyan Saroyan International Prize for Writing for her memoir,
Kiyo’s Story, originally titled Dandelion Through the Crack.
Sacramento-born Sato was honored for her memoir of her family's history through the Depression,
wartime emergency, internment in Poston Camp II in the Arizona desert and life afterward as they struggled
against oppressive prejudice and worked to recover from near-total loss. Her father's folk tales and haiku are
woven into the work, which The Atlantic Monthly's James Fallows called "moving and graceful … a powerful,
thought-provoking historical document."
Sato, accepting the award in person, recalled a setting very different from Green Library for her
inspiration: the local doughnut shop, where she "wrote every single morning."
She said that she has spoken to "thousands and thousands" of students about her family's experiences and
typically is asked, "'How come you guys didn't hire a lawyer?' 'Why didn't you riot?' If we had rioted, I wouldn't
be here to tell about it. The Nisei saw what the Issei went through—tremendous, tremendous discrimination."
The title of her book, she said, comes from a haiku written by her father, which she translated: "Dandelion,
you have been stepped upon for so long. Today, you bloom."

Happy Birthday and thank you, Kiyo.

In the meanwhile . . .
Keep writing and always remember – Keep It Fun!
Excerpts copied above from website links. See website for more details.
http://www.dandelionthroughthecrack.com/index.html
http://www.dandelionthroughthecrack.com/pages/family.html
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2008/september10/saroyansr-091008.html
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The

Connection!!!

BREAKING NEWS!!!!!!!
Special Announcement and Group Rate Offer
Third Annual Conference on Creative Writing
at the University of the Pacific
May 29-31, 2015 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)
University of the Pacific
Benerd School of Education Building
3601 Pacific Avenue
Stockton, CA 95211
Special announcement and group rate offer from
Scott Evans, M.A., Coordinator for the Creative
Writing Conference:
All members of the California Writers Club can sign
up at the Group Rate of only $100/person for all three
days of this great event.
We have over 25 authors, literary agents, and
publishers speaking and giving workshops. Agents are
holding two different Pitch Sessions for writers on
Saturday, May 30.
We are also offering a $500 prize for the best
unpublished novel manuscript submitted by attendees at
the conference.
Folks can learn much more by visiting
www.writersconferenceatpacific.com. Thanks!
Scott Evans, M.A.
Writing Instructor
Coordinator, Creative Writing Conference

Member News
Meera Klein recently participated in the 2015
Authors on the Move fundraiser for the Sacramento
Public Library Foundation. Klein was one of 40 authors
invited to the event which featured a gourmet dinner, an
auction and keynote address by famous author Daniel
Handler aka Lemony Snicket.
Klein is the author of the award-winning My
Mother’s Kitchen: A novel with recipes.
Klein was also part of the Local Author Festival in
the Sacramento Public Library. She along with CWC,
Sacramento Branch, was featured at the festival which
attracted 40 authors and many library patrons.
Klein was interviewed on Capital Public Radio on
April
2.
Hear
the
interview
here:
http://ia601506.us.archive.org/34/items/Insight150402/Insight-150402d.mp3
Other events that are scheduled include: Foothill
College (Los Altos, CA) Author Series on April 29,
2015; Winemaker Dinner featuring recipes from Klein’s
book on May 8, at Acquiesce Winery in Lodi (sold out);
and Stories on Stage, Sacramento (date TBA).
More information about Klein and her book can be
found: http://meeraklein.com/

Special Notice

CWC OPEN MIC – TEN MINUTES
OF FAME
Friday, May 8, 2015
Monthly Open Mic event will be held on the second Friday
of the month as usual at Barnes & Noble Birdcage, 6111
Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights, across from Sunrise Mall.
Start time: 7 PM (sign-up begins at 6:45 PM)
An opportunity for writers to read their work, and for
listeners to enjoy what writers throughout the Sacramento
region are creating.
Participants are invited to read their work(s) and listen to
the works of others. This is not a critique group or opportunity
to promote projects. Content must be appropriate for a public
audience. FREE to the public. Readers and listeners are
welcome.
CONTACT: Julie Bauer at JoolieB@aol.com
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Notice of Still Photography, Video/Audio
Recording at CWC Sacramento Branch Events
The California Writers Club, Sacramento
Branch, is providing this notice to inform our
members and guests at our events that Still
Photography will be taking place and Video and/or
Audio Recording may be taking place.
By entering the venue, members and guests are
granting permission that their likeness may be used
for publicity purposes.

News
from
CWC
around the State

Greetings from the
Membership Desk!

SanLuisObispo NightWriters
in conjunction with the Central
Coast Writers Conference and Cuesta College
presents the 2015, 26th Annual
Golden Quill Awards Writing Competition
Required Theme: Transformation
3 Categories:
Short Fiction Prose (1000-1200 words)
Poetry (up to 40 lines)
Flash Fiction (up to 500 words)
Entry Fees:
Prose and Poetry $20
Flash Fiction $15
Prizes:
Prose and Poetry
1st Place $1000 2nd Place $500 3rd Place $100
Flash Fiction
1st Place $500 2nd Place $100 3rd Place $50
Plus additional Honorable Mention Certificates in each
category.
Deadline:
Entries accepted from April 1 – July 15, 2015
Judging: All entries are blind judged by independent
judges. Decisions are final.
Contest details at www.thegoldenquillawards.com

Your membership year is drawing to a
close, and our renewals open on May 1. Please
check with me at the May or June IHOP
Writers Network meeting, or at the monthly
membership Saturday luncheon for your
renewal form that is due by June 30, 2015.
Renewals are $45 now, and $65 after July
1st.
Questions? Feel free to email me:
ginis.writers1@gmail.com
Best wishes,
Gini Grossenbacher, VP Membership

“YesterdaY is historY,
tomorrow is a mystery, and
today is a gift:
that’s whY theY call it the
present.”
Eleanor
Roosevelt

Attend the 6th Annual CWC Picnic

On April 17th, Raymond Blain was the
guest speaker at the Retired Teachers
Meeting in Santa Clara. He discussed,
“Bullying, Why I wrote “There Is A Dragon
In MY Closet” and how we as a society need
to take a holistic approach toward bullying
and need to do much more for the victims
including building children’s self-esteem
and confidence as the first and best defense
against bullying.

California Writers Club Picnic
Saturday, July 25, 2015
1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland
The 6th annual CWC picnic will include
readings, networking and a “Lit Cake”
competition. More details will be announced
and posted.
www.CalWriters.org
http://www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org/

6

A Little
More Member News
...
Steve Liddick has been selected as the 2015 Jack
London Award honoree for his outstanding service to
the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. Every
two years, each of the 19 CWC branches selects a
member to be honored for their significant
contributions. The award ceremony luncheon will be
held on July 26, 2015, during the CWC Central Board
meeting in Oakland. Congratulations Steve!

Literary Events – Save the Dates!
Save the dates for these upcoming literary events!
Check the website for complete details.

Teresa LeYung-Ryan (Build Your Writer’s Platform
& Fanbase In 22 Days) celebrates California
Bookstore Day on Saturday, May 2, 2015, with other
local authors at Laurel Book Store, 1423 Broadway,
Oakland, CA. http://WritingCoachTeresa.com and
http://www.laurelbookstore.com

Gold Rush Writers Conference
May 1-3, 2015
Mokelumne Hill
http://goldrushwriters.com/
California Bookstore Day
Independent Bookstore Day
May 2, 2015
http://cabookstoreday.com/
http://indiebookstoreday.com/

Margie Yee Webb (Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings)
will be at the California Bookstore Day celebration
on Saturday, May 2, 2015, at Face in a Book
Bookstore & Gifts, El Dorado Hills Town Center,
4359 Town Center Blvd. #113, El Dorado Hills.
Activities and authors are scheduled throughout the day
and Margie will be featured at 2 p.m.
http://www.getyourfaceinabook.com/

Bay Area Book Festival
June 6-7, 2015
Berkeley
http://www.baybookfest.org/

The Literary Stage
San Mateo County Fair
June 6, 7, 9 and 13, 2015
San Mateo
http://sanmateocountyfair.com/pdf/2015/departmen
ts/literary_arts_15.pdf
Teresa LeYung-Ryan (sponsor and judge for
California Authors
Merced County Fair
June 10-14, 2015
Merced
http://www.mercedcountyfair.com/pages/fair/author
s_15.html
http://www.mercedcountyfair.com/pdf/author_appli
cation_15.pdf
San Francisco Writing For Change Conference
September 12, 2015
San Francisco
http://sfwritingforchange.org/
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“Immigrant Experience Writing Contest” and mentor)
and Margie Yee Webb (judge and mentor) will join
California Writers Club colleagues on Saturday, June
6, 2015, for Writing Contest Awards Ceremony and
Writers Helping Writers Through Mentoring. On
Saturday, June 13, 2015, Teresa (Build Your Writer’s
Platform & Fanbase In 22 Days) and Margie (Cat
Mulan’s Mindful Musings) will join in for Authors
Day. These events are part of the Literary Stage, Fine
Arts Galleria, at the San Mateo County Fair.
http://cwc-peninsula.org/fair.html and
http://sanmateocountyfair.com/pdf/2015/departments/li
terary_arts_15.pdf

Catching Up
with
Joshua Mohr
Kim Edwards, VP Programs, is presenting a very special
speaker to the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.
Below Kim takes a moment to share a bit more insight into this
upcoming speaker.

Q. What’s the most important advice you can give to
writers with dreams of writing fiction?
A.

Show up every day. There is no magical answer
for finishing a book, except that it's a page by page,
sentence by sentence process. Do your best to
engineer a writing life that you're deriving pleasure
from. That way, it never feels like a chore to get back
into the draft and do the work.

Q. What do non-fiction writers learn from novelists
and other fiction writers such as yourself?
A.

We are all working toward the same goal of
telling a compelling story, whether it's fiction
or nonfiction. And I'm just putting the finishing
touches on a memoir and leaned heavily on the
principles of Plaracterization.
It crosses
genres!

CWC member
Dahlynn McKowen
(and her husband
Ken) have won the
prestigious 2015
IBPA Benjamin
Franklin GOLD Award (Travel) for their
new guide book Best of the California
Coast (Publishing Syndicate LLC, 2014). The
IBPA awards recognizes excellence in book
editorial and design and is regarded as one
of the highest national honors for
independent publishers. The McKowens
also won the Gold Award in 2007 for their
travel book Best of California’s Missions,
Mansions and Museums (Wilderness Press,
2006).
Dahlynn McKowen, CEO, Publisher and
Creator of Not Your Mother’s Books
Publishing Syndicate, LLC
(www.PublishingSyndicate.com)
Check out our popular blog:
www.LaughUntilYouPee.com
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CWC Members Appearing At
California Bookstore Day Celebrations
By Margie Yee Webb
Saturday, May 2, 2015, is California Bookstore Day and 95 independent bookstores throughout the state
are part of the celebration (cabookstoreday.com). Additionally on that date, hundreds of independent bookstores
throughout the country are celebrating Independent Bookstore Day (indiebookstoreday.com). Attend all-day
literary parties with author readings, in-store events, and exclusive books and art pieces!
California Writers Club members invited to appear at indie bookstore celebrations are:
Margie Yee Webb at Face in a Book Bookstore & Gifts, El Dorado Hills, at 2 p.m. to talk about writers and
writing and the benefits that networking with the California Writers Club provides for published and aspiring
writers as well as sign her gift book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings.
Anara Guard at Face in a Book Bookstore & Gifts, El Dorado Hills, at 3 p.m. to read from her short story
collection, Remedies for Hunger.
Teresa LeYung-Ryan at Laurel Book Store (new location at 1423 Broadway), Oakland, at 4:30 p.m. to present
her workbook, Build Your Writer’s Platform & Fanbase in 22 Days, and her novel, Love Made of Heart: a
Daughter, a Mother, Mental Illness.
Teresa says: "I celebrate Luan Stauss, all booksellers, Nancy Suib, Anne Shulenberger, all independent
sales reps, and the memory of Suzanne Corson who shared Boadecia's Books with our community for 12 years."
WritingCoachTeresa.com and laurelbookstore.com
Margie adds: “Congratulations to Face in a Book for celebrating three years in our community! Thanks
to Tina Ferguson and Janis Herbert for inviting me to be part of their California Bookstore Day celebration.”
getyourfaceinabook.com
Were you invited to participate in California Bookstore Day? Let us know the name and location of the
bookstore and your activity.
Everyone is encouraged to join in the party! Visit those or other participating indie bookstores—see
indiemap.bookweb.org. Support your local indie bookstores.

********
"Why order books through your favorite local booksellers? Just like any
other industry, the interactions in bookselling benefit everyone -- from
the publishers to distributors to sales reps and your local business
owners, to readers and authors. And, when you ask your bookseller to
order books, they get to see what you want to read, thus, you're helping
your favorite authors get more attention. Visit indiebound.org."
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Local Author Book Festival Featured
CWC Sacramento Authors
By Nanci Lee Woody
Our California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch was well represented at
the Sacramento Public Library’s Local Author Book Festival held in downtown
Sacramento on April 12, 2015. Margie Yee Webb, our president and author of
Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings and co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On
Cats, along with Nanci Lee Woody, Outreach Coordinator and author of the
recently published novel, Tears and Trombones, were at the CWC Sacramento Branch table. They greeted
visitors, answered questions about CWC, and invited the visitors to join our club.
CWC Presenters at the Book Festival included:
Robert Pacholik, author of Night Flares: Six Tales of the Vietnam War, and winner of the Orange
Medal from the Military Writers Society of America.
Cindy Sample, author of the “Dying For . . .” series of mysteries and Finalist for the 2015 Lefty for best
humorous mysteries.
Other CWC ParticipatingAuthors were:
Meera Ekkanath Klein, whose novel, My Mother’s Kitchen, was a finalist in the 2015 Beverly Hills
International Book Award in the Multi-Cultural fiction category.
Sally Ooms, author of Finding Home: How Americans Prevail, which she wrote after years of traveling
for interviews with people who have been displaced.
Shirley Parenteau, author of, among others, the delightful children’s books, Bears on Chairs, Bears in
Beds, and Bears and A Bath.
Amy Rogers, MD, PhD, and author of science fiction thrillers like Petroplague (oil-eating bacteria
paralyze LA) and Reversion (rabies virus used to cure disease – or NOT).
Mark Wiederanders, author of Stevenson’s Treasure, which follows Robert Louis Stevenson’s journey
in 1879 to make Fanny Osbourne his wife despite the fact that she was already married and had three children.
Over 40 authors were invited to participate, and each presenter and author had the opportunity to meet
with visitors and had his or her own table with promotional material and books for view and for sale.
During the festival, the Sacramento Public Library also invited everyone to learn about publishing through
their I Street Press and to see a demonstration of the Espresso Book Machine.
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH
NOMINEES FOR 2015 – 2016 CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH
OFFICERS
At midnight, April 22nd, the CWC Sacramento Branch Nominating Committee officially
ceased accepting names for the five elected board positions. Since we only received five
nominations, one per position, the nominees will be confirmed by acclamation per the CWC SB
P&P's, Section VIII-Elections, A3. The CWC Sacramento Branch officers for the 2015-2016 membership year will be
confirmed on Saturday, June 20, 2015, at the CWC luncheon. The elected officers shall assume their duties at the start of
the membership year on July 1.
Michael Brandt, Nominating Committee Chair, announced the nominations received for the California
Writers Club, Sacramento Branch officer positions for July 2015-June 2016, and the nominees are:
President:
Margie Yee Webb – Current California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch President (since July 2013). She previously
served as branch Board member (July 2011-June 2013), branch President (July 2007-June 2011) and CWC NorCal
Representative. For the CWC Central Board, as the Central Board Representative, she serves as Vice President (since July
2012) and served as Member-at-Large (July 2008-July 2010). Margie is the recipient of the 2011 Jack London Award for
outstanding service to the club. She is the author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration
for a Wonderful Life, co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats, and one of the producers of FEMME: Women
Healing the World. She values the opportunity to support and promote the club and members.
First Vice President (Programs):
Kimberly A. Edwards – Current CWC Sacramento Branch First Vice President (Programs), serving since July 2014, and
CWC NorCal Representative. Previously she served as branch Secretary (two years) and appointed Board member (four
years). She has served as Writing Contest chair, and Seminar Committee chair. Kim is a freelance writer with article and
essay credits in local, national and international magazines and newspapers. She contributes regularly to the IBPA
Independent, a publication of the Independent Book Publishers Association.
Second Vice President (Membership):
Gini Grossenbacher lives in Elk Grove, California. She holds a B.A. in English from Lewis and Clark College, Oregon,
and a Master’s in Education from LaVerne University, Los Angeles. A retired high school English teacher, she is an affiliate
Amherst Writers & Artists workshop leader, trained by founder, Pat Schneider. She hosts writing workshops and critique
groups in her home and coaches aspiring writers in her local community. Since 2005, she has written book reviews for
Historical Novel Society magazine under the pen name, Liz Allenby. Gini has three historical novels in progress, and she
has read her work at Luna’s Café, Sacramento, and the Franklin Public Library. In addition to leading Amherst writing
groups, she is the founder of the Elk Grove Writers & Artists; Vice-President Membership and board member of the
California Writers Club, Sacramento branch; member of the Amador Fiction Writers Group; Historical Novel Society; and
Romance Writers of America. She has presented workshops and served as a panelist at California Writers Club meetings.
She has been a featured panelist twice on the TV program "Authors, Writers, Books and Beyond," broadcast by TSPN-TV,
Jackson, California. In addition, she has served as a panelist at the 2014 California Capital Book Festival. Her current goals
include completion of her editing certificate through UC San Diego and UC Berkeley. She supports the B Street Theater of
Sacramento, The Camellia Symphony, The Crocker Art Museum, San Francisco Museums of Art, and Capitol Public Radio.
She believes in building meaningful writing communities where all writers of all ethnicities, ages, and income levels may
grow and flourish.
Secretary:
Beth Mora - A new member, Beth is looking to contribute by filling the role of board secretary. Beth has served on a
variety of non-profit boards and has experience as a board secretary. Her professional background includes writing training
materials, business reports and executive summaries. She currently owns MoraBeyondMarketing.com providing marketing
services with an emphasis on newsletters.
Treasurer:
Robert E. Cooper – Current CWC Sacramento Branch Treasurer (since July 2009) and Seminar Committee member.
Robert writes science fiction and is working on his first book.

11

A Few More Photos from the Local Author Book Festival

12

Writers, Writers, Calling All Writers . . .

Chicken Soup For The Soul
Here are a few more topics for you to try your hand at tackling for the
wonderful Chicken Soup books. As you are aware, publication is not
promised, this is just a call for submissions.
Go to www.chickensoupforthesoul.com for more information. Good luck!
Angels and Miracles
We’re looking for stories about angels, miracles, answered prayers, messages from heaven, and all your other
awe-inspiring experiences, whether religious or non-religious. We are looking for stories of true wonder and
inspiration – things that have happened to you and your friends and family – things that are hard to explain, but
really happened! Share the awe, the faith, and the wonder with our readers. And just a note – we are not looking
for stories about people who are “angels” because they do nice things or for eulogies about loved ones who are
now angels.
The deadline date for story and poem submissions is September 30, 2015.
Alzheimer’s and Dementias Family Caregiving
We are making another book for families caring for loved ones with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.
Our first book came out in April 2014 and it was so well received that we decided to make another for 2016.
Caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia on an ongoing basis can be extremely difficult
and stressful, but rewarding as well. If you are caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or other forms of
dementia, please share your best advice, encouragement, funny stories, comforting stories, and support with
other people like you. We know from our last book how much these stories help! Family caregivers can feel so
alone—we know your stories will help.
The deadline date for story and poem submissions is October 30, 2015.

The Spirit of America
We’ll be facing the 15th anniversary of 9/11 and another presidential election in 2016. We’ll all be very focused
on what America means to us and that’s why we are creating a book about our great country. Send us your
stories about what it means to be an American, whether you’re talking about apple pie and baseball, country
music and our national anthem, barbecues, national holidays, our military heroes, first responders, American
ingenuity, buying “made in America” (like our books!), our huge and varied country, our diversity and our
tolerance, our energy and spirit, and all the other things that make us proud Americans.
The deadline for story and poem submissions is November 30, 2015.
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Anyone Interested??? It just might be fun!!!

Since a number of our members write for various forums, we will be including information from time to time
about upcoming play/script readings and calls for submissions from SARTA (Sacramento Area Regional Theatre
Alliance.) SARTA provides information about local venues for all ages and all levels of expertise.

Playwrights Collaborative Meeting
May 17 PLAYWRIGHTS COLLABORATIVE MEETING AT THE CALIFORNIA STAGE THEATRE:
At the Sunday, May 17, Playwrights Collaborative Meeting (7:00 PM) we will read and discuss Linda Marchus' "Calendar
Gal" and Gene Griffith's "Galileo's Daughter." This meeting is at the California Stage Theatre, 2509 "R" Street (on "R"
Street between 25th and 26th Streets), Sacramento. The Playwrights Collaborative thanks the California Stage Theater
Company for the use of its theater.
For further information or if you have a play you would like read, contact Gary Agid, chairman, at gary@agid.com (916383-9267). Please visit the Playwrights Collaborative Facebook site for more information:
www.facebook.com/PlaywrightsofSacramento
The next meeting will be May 17.
The Playwrights Collaborative
"The Playwrights Collaborative is an organization of writers, actors, directors and others interested
in the theater, working together to promote the development and production of new plays in
Sacramento and elsewhere.
Through a cooperative process of peer review, Playwrights
Collaborative assists in making plays ready for production and helps in finding suitable venues
where shows might be performed."
At each meeting, original plays by local writers are read and discussed as are ways to promote
deserving works for production. Several theaters have expressed an interest in producing one
new original play per year and Playwrights Collaborative has encouraged similar interest by other
theatres in the area. There will also be occasional speakers with expertise in various aspects of
theater. Meetings are monthly (or occasionally twice monthly) on Sundays on dates to be
announced. There are no dues, fees or other charges for participating.
Playwrights Collaborative invites interested writers, actors, and others to attend and take part in
the readings. The group actively promotes new plays to prospective producers. Following each
reading, comments and suggestions for improvement will be solicited from all who are present.
The Playwrights Collaborative meetings are held at the California Stage Theatre, 2509 "R" Street
(on "R" Street between 25th and 26th Streets), Sacramento, California.
For further information or if you have a play you would like read, contact Gary Agid, chairman, at
gary@agid.com (916-383-9267). The Playwrights Collaborative does not share its e-mail list
information with anyone.

Not now, no autographs please!
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH
ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC
Name
Address
Email
Website

Phone
eState

City

(

)
Zip

Genre

New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying after January 1, halfddress
year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal
dues of $45 are due July 1.
Amount
Enclosed:

$

Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch

Membership Category:
Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre.
Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre.
Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter.

I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.).
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758
Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond,
supporting writers and others in the literary community.
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Student memberships available. Inquire for details.

Join and enjoy the many benefits, including:









Networking and connecting with members and other writers
Speakers and programs covering a range of educational topics
Member discount for Luncheon meetings, seminars and other CWC events
Receive the CWC Sacramento Branch “Write On!” newsletter
Receive the CWC “Bulletin” newsletter
Opportunity to be published in the California Writers Club Literary Review
Invitation to annual CWC picnic for fellowship with members from other branches
Be part of a community of over 1,600 members in 19 branches of CWC
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2014-2015 CWC Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org
To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line

Board of Directors

Committees
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Officers

Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Margie Yee Webb, President
Mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Public Relations: Open

Kimberly A. Edwards, VP/Programs
KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net

Communications: Open
Newsletter Editor: Mary Martinez - Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership
Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Open Mic Facilitator: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Sandra Navarro, Secretary
Ssnavarro22@gmail.com

Open Mic Backup: Lance Pyle – lrpyle07@comcast.net
Outreach Coordinator: Nanci Lee Woody – nanciwoody@att.net

Robert Cooper, Treasurer
RobertCooper876@gmail.com

Web Coordinator: Michael Cole – michael.f.cole@gmail.com

Board Members

Welcoming Coordinator: Daniel Martinez –
proudgoldstardad@gmail.com
Welcoming Committee: Maryann Blain maryannblain@comcast.net

Raymond Blain
raymondblain@comcast.net

Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins –
ladtkd@yahoo.com

Mary Martinez
Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler –
JoChandler3@yahoo.com

Patricia Mathews
Patriciamathews3@mac.com

Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Marilyn Smith-Murphy
NormaR@surewest.net

NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net
Newsletter Proofreader: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Copyright © 2015 by the California Writers Club, Sacramento
Branch. All rights reserved. Write On! is published by the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch on behalf of its
members. The California Writers Club assumes no legal
liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or
usefulness of any information, process, product, method or
policy described in this newsletter.
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Anthology Project Coordinator: Margie Yee Webb mywebb@sbcglobal.net
Nominating Committee Chair: Michael Brandt MHBrandt119@Yahoo.com

