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Celebrating 106 years

February 2015
Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional; to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills.

Joshua Mohr
Novelist & Professor, University of San Francisco

“Plaracterization”
A strategy that will help any writer to build characters and plot
Saturday February 21, 2015, the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly presents Joshua Mohr.
His work has been reviewed in major newspapers on both coasts and has appeared in the New York Times Book Review.
Meet Joshua Mohr, observing the world and writing long after midnight, while the rest of us sleep.
His novels have caught the eye of some of the world’s most visible media outlets. Some Things that Meant the
World to Me became an O Magazine Top 10 reads of 2009. Termite Parade received Editors’ Choice rating on The New
York Times Best Seller List. Damascus earned the designation “Beat-poet cool” by The New York Times. Mohr’s most recent
novel, Fight Song, inspired the Huffington Post to label him “a brilliant and skilled storyteller.”
A former Mission District bartender who admits he wrestled with alcohol, Mohr once told The San Francisco
Chronicle, “So much about being a writer isn't about talent, it’s work ethic.” He is known for understanding and describing
the world uniquely. (When busy, he describes himself as “in the weeds”.) He calls his tattoos a personal timeline, witness
to the scribbling he’s been doing on his skin for years. “My memoir is all over me,” he says, offering no apology for his
“wedding invitation” inscribed on his arm, even after his marriage failed.
Teaching in the MFA program at the University of San Francisco, Mohr maintains that the best plots aren’t
controlled by an authorial presence, but spring from the characters themselves. During his Sacramento appearance, he will
cover characters’ decision making, the causality between plot points, how to include specific tactics for constructing a
present action and how to fold in backstory. “The more we program ourselves to think of it in this way,” he says, “that our
protagonists are sovereign beings with independent consciousness, the better prepared we are to traverse plaracterization.”
Preceding Professor Mohr will be California Writers Club Central Board President Dave George, making a
premiere appearance in Sacramento. A member of the Berkeley and the Mt. Diablo branches, Mr. George writes short stories
and poems. His non-fiction has appeared in newspapers and periodicals. He has won several writing awards and has
participated in critique groups for over ten years. Currently he is writing a novel and an anthology of modern fables.
Join us Saturday, February 21st, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Hwy 50 at
Hazel). Meeting fee, $14 for members and $16 for guest, covers program-related costs. Lunch is also offered. The
public is welcome to join us.
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Sherry Joyce

Stephanie Chandler

How to Take Your Career
Transitions and Strengths and Turn
them into a Novel
February 6, 2015
January 17, 2015
January 17th Luncheon speaker Stephanie
Chandler, author, Authority Publishing CEO and
Nonfiction Authors Association Director, inspired
and informed with her “Build Your Profile and
Your Platform Without Going Crazy?!!”
presentation, revealing strategies on navigating
social media.

What makes any one of us think we can actually write
a novel--despite having arrived at a “certain” age,
complete with life’s lessons learned and a range of
previous jobs under the belt? So asks El Dorado Hills
romantic suspense/ murder author Sherry Joyce, who,
after excelling at several careers of her own, set out to do
just that. The result is her first novel, The Dordogne
Deception.

Members and guests packed the room for this
hot topic. We even had a guest from Oregon!
Guest Kathi Justman attended with her mother—
member Barbara Jodry.
A simple way to have “fun” is to create a blog
with content that will attract your target audience,
posting at least twice a week and sharing through
Facebook and Twitter.

Stephanie provided a “Simple Strategies to
Build Book Buzz Online” handout that also
Joyce will discuss her writing journey during our covers LinkedIn, Pinterest and more. See the
February Networking breakfast meeting and will share handout on our branch website at:
pointers on how we can convert our own career strengths http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/2015/01/0
5/stephanie-chandler-january-2015/ .
and life choices to help us create a compelling novel.

Sherry Joyce is a frequent guest speaker. She recently
moderated a panel of Mystery, Mayhem and Suspense
with fellow Sisters in Crime authors at the Placerville
Library. In her professional life before writing, she
worked in radio and television, high tech and interior
design.
Join us Friday, February 6, 2015, 9 to 11 a.m.
at IHOP, 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho
Cordova, CA 95670. CWC Writers Network is
offered on the first Friday of every month. Everyone is
welcome. Attendees pay for their own breakfast.
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Additionally, Stephanie announced the 5th
Annual Nonfiction Writers Conference, a virtual
event where participants can attend via phone or
skype, that will take place on May 6-8, 2015. The
conference will feature special keynote speaker
Julia Cameron, author of The Artist’s Way. For
details, see NonfictionWritersConference.com.

PRESIDENT’S Message
Margie Yee Webb
Resources for writers are plentiful online. So how do you know
which websites are worth exploring? Take a look at “The 16th Annual 101
Best Websites for Writers” in the Writer’s Yearbook 2015 issue from
Writer’s Digest. The article highlights websites in sections that include Creativity, Writing
Advice, Everything Agents, Publishing/Marketing Resources, Online Writing Communities, and
Genres/Niches.
A couple of websites are especially noteworthy:
Plot Whisperer for Writers and Readers – number 17 under Writing Advice.
plotwhisperer.blogspot.com
Plot Whisperer Martha Alderson presented a workshop in April 2012 for our Sacramento branch.
Martha, writing instructor and author, offers advice on plot problems. Writers can sign up to
receive free plot tips monthly via her e-zine.
National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) – number 65 under Online Writers
Communities. nanowrimo.org
NaNoWriMo Executive Director Grant Faulkner gave a presentation on “The Power of Writing
with Abandon” at our September 2014 Luncheon meeting. NaNoWriMo is a challenge to write a
50,000-word novel in 30 days in November. Find inspiration, connect with participants in forums,
and more.
Other websites to check out are:
Nathan Bransford – number 14 under Writing Advice. blog.nathanbransford.com
Nathan Bransford, a published author and former literary agent, offers a balanced perspective
on publishing.
Preditors & Editors – number 18 under Writing Advice. pred-ed.com
Publishing scams and fraudulent organizations are noted on this website.
Dystel & Goderich Literary Management – number 31 under Everything Agents. dystel.com
Agents offer insights on the industry, links to articles and websites they are reading.
Inevitably, looking at one website leads to another. Happy exploring!
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Editor’s Corner
This column will return in March 2015.
In the meanwhile . . .
Keep writing and always remember – Keep It Fun!

Notice of Luncheon Meeting Fee Increase
This notice is to inform our members of an upcoming increase in the Luncheon meeting
fee for members and guests. The meeting fee covers program-related expenses, including the cost
of the meeting facility, which has increased. The new fee and effective date will be announced to
our members and published in the March newsletter.
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The

Connection!!!

Well, the best suggestion I can offer this issue
is to read the President’s Message. Margie has
listed some very helpful and informative websites.
Other than that, I truly believe that spending a little
time each day researching either the old-fashioned
way, or online. I promise that you will find either
ideas or the always needed – inspiration!
**************

“Despite all the dramatic innovations in digital publishing,
distribution and marketing, readers want the same thing out
of a book today that they always have: good writing and a
great story.”
Jeremy Greenfield

Member News
Leigh Stephens
"The 50th Anniversary of Freedom
Summer," Valley Community Newspapers,
Land Park News, 12/11/14.
"Woman Warrior," Valley Community
Newspapers, Pocket News, 11/6/14.

Special Notice
Notice of Still Photography,
Video/Audio Recording at CWC
Sacramento Branch Events
CWC OPEN MIC – TEN MINUTES OF FAME

The
California
Writers
Club,
Sacramento Branch, is providing this notice
Friday, February 13, 2015
to inform our members and guests at our
Monthly Open Mic event will be held on the second events that Still Photography will be taking
Friday of the month as usual at Barnes & Noble Birdcage, place and Video and/or Audio Recording
6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights, across from Sunrise may be taking place.
Mall.
Start time: 7 PM (sign-up begins at 6:45 PM)
By entering the venue, members and
An opportunity for writers to read their work, and for
listeners to enjoy what writers throughout the Sacramento guests are granting permission that their
likeness may be used for publicity purposes.
region are creating.
Participants are invited to read their work(s) and listen to
the works of others. This is not a critique group or
opportunity to promote projects. Content must be
appropriate for a public audience. FREE to the public.
Readers and listeners are welcome.
CONTACT: Julie Bauer at JoolieB@aol.com
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News from CWC around
the State

Inspired!

Writers of Kern:
Early Registration for this year's
Writers of Kern April 25th Spring Conference is now
available on our website. Click
here http://writersofkern.com/events for Information
(schedule, speakers' topics and bios) and Registration.
Space is limited. So, register ASAP to reserve your spot.
You'll be glad you did.

CWC WEBMASTER STILL NEEDED
Posted on behalf of, Donna McCrohan-Rosenthal, CWC PR Director

The CWC is looking for our next state webmaster. Duties
include: software maintenance of the CWC and CB Forum
websites; managing the domain name license(s) and
hosting account; changes to site branch links as directed,
addition or removal of special notices, and removal of
outdated material and links as specified by the PR Director;
regular data security, backup, archiving, and recovery;
software updates to be completed within six (6) months of
availability; and brief quarterly written activity reports
submitted to the PR Director. Any needed major redesigns
or changes will be separately contracted.
In terms of skills, we need somebody who has the ability
to follow directions, to work cooperatively with others as
well as independently, the ability to solve technical
problems, familiarity and experience with Word Press,
general knowledge of ‘Dynamic Webpage’ architecture,
and familiarity with web technology (HTML, FTP).
Experience and familiarity with CSS, mySql, and PHP is a
plus.
Contracted monthly compensation will be determined
based on experience, skills, and the Club’s ability to pay.
The estimated workload is 2-4 hours per month barring
(separately negotiated) major upgrades.
Interested web masters should contact Ray Malus at
rmalus@roadrunner.com. We look forward to hearing
from you. Deadline February 15.

You may remember that one of our club’s
2014-2015 goals is to increase attendance at the
luncheon meetings. As the V.P. for Programs, I
aspire, with your assistance, to reinforce the
great standard of these meetings through
relevant content and variety. Judging by the
increased attendance, efforts are paying off.
Thank you for your enthusiasm!
The branch has been fortunate to draw many
out-of-town speakers and to designate time for
members and guests to share tips and testimony
about their experiences in publishing. By
providing advance detail on presenters, we try
to give members a peek into personal journeys
and the unique message that awaits. The
member survey several months ago provides a
plethora of topics to guide us in bringing the
best program possible. These are but a few of
the program refinements piloted this year. As a
result, we find ourselves overflowing with
potential speakers willing to share their
knowledge.
To share in learning is a wonderful part of
fellowship gained at meetings. It has been said
that in-person, mouth-to-ear delivery occurring
at a meeting carries value not possible through
online communication. I am inspired by the
generosity shown as a means to offer
information in the name of service.
Your presence helps to enrich our meetings.
I draw energy from seeing members and guests
because it affirms the fact that Sacramento is
home to a vibrant community of writers. With
your help, we will continue to make strides with
the assistance of the board and the many fine
volunteers. Please feel free to contact me with
program ideas and opinions.

Kimberly A. Edwards
V.P. Programs
Kimberlyedwards00@comcast.net
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A Little
More Member
News . . .

Catching Up with Joshua Mohr

Kim Edwards, VP Programs, is presenting a very exciting
speaker to the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.
Dahlynn McKowen shared that Publishing
Below Kim takes a moment to share a bit more insight into
Syndicate’s 11th anthology title, Not Your
our upcoming speaker.
Mother’s Book . . . On Sex, will be released in
February 2015. The NYMB series is fun,
Q. What’s the most important advice you can give to
daring and hilarious. With funny, healthy and
writers with dreams of writing fiction?
playful stories, NYMB . . . On Sex is bound to
A.
Show up every day. There is no magical answer for
make you laugh and maybe blush.
finishing a book, except that it's a page by page, sentence
https://publishingsyndicate.com/
by sentence process. Do yoru best to engineer a writing
life that you're deriving pleasure from. That way, it never
feels like a chore to get back into the draft and do the
work.
Q. What do non-fiction writers learn from novelists and
other fiction writers such as yourself?
A.
We are all working toward the same goal of telling a
compelling story, whether it's fiction or nonfiction. And
I'm just putting the finishing touches on a memoir and
leaned heavily on the principles of Plaracterization. It
crosses genres!

WNBA-SF Chapter Pitch-O-Rama 2015

M.H. Brandt (Mike Brandt)

Ready to pitch your work to agents and editors? Here’s Michael: Congratulations! Your story will
your opportunity. In March, the Women’s National Book be published in Not Your Mother’s Book . . .
Association—San Francisco Chapter will host their 12th On Sex.
annual Pitch-O-Rama.
It’s a collection of entertaining and humorous
short stories by ordinary people like us that
Pitch-O-Rama: Meet the Agents & Editors
have had unique sexual experiences and wild
Saturday, March 28, 2015
adventures in an unusual place or under
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
uncommon circumstances. It’s that spur-ofWomen’s Building Auditorium
the-moment when passion strikes and you
3543 18th Street (between Guerrero & Valencia Streets)
throw caution and common sense to the wind.
San Francisco, CA 94110
For cost, list of agents and editors, and other details, see:
http://wnba-sfchapter.org/pitch-o-rama-2015/.
The WNBA is a national organization of women and men
who work with and value books. http://www.wnbabooks.org/ San Francisco is one of 10 WNBA chapters.
http://wnba-sfchapter.org/.
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Writers, Writers, Calling All Writers . . .

Earn your self-published book the recognition
in deserves—plus a huge payday!
Writer’s Digest is proud to present the 23rd Annual SelfPublished Book Awards, the premier competition for selfpublished authors!
Marketing and promotion are challenges even to established
authors with a team of people behind them—and selfpublished authors face an even bigger challenge: going it
alone. With the help of Writer’s Digest, you won’t have to
take it all on yourself. Let us be your team!
Enter for the chance to win these incredible prizes—each one a marketing and
promotional boon to your work:







$8,000 in cash
A feature article about you and your book for the March/April 2016 issue of
Writer's Digest
A trip to the Writer’s Digest Annual Conference
A press release from Writer's Digest, to be sent, along with a copy of your book,
to 10 different major publishing review houses
A guaranteed review in Midwest Book Review, courtesy of Brian Jud & Book
Marketing Works, LLC.
And much, much more. Too much to even list here, trust us.
Explore all the prizes!

Writers from all genres are welcome to vie for this extraordinary prize, including writers
of fiction, non-fiction, inspirational, children’s and poetry, to name just a few. See the full
list of categories here.
Don’t let your book slip through the cracks. This competition is the chance to get your
book into the hands of people who have the power to make big things happen in your
career. Grab this opportunity, take a chance and register today!

EARLY-BIRD DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2015
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Your work could be seen by editors and
agents—and you could win up to $5,000!
For more than 80 years, Writer's Digest has been showcasing the very best in its
Annual Writing Competition and this year is no different. If you're proud of your
work, we want to see it!
Enter by May 4 and you could win:


$5,000 in prize money



An announcement of your win on the cover of Writer's Digest



A 30-minute Platform Strategy Consultation with Chuck Sambuchino



National exposure for your work



One-on-one attention with four editors or agents



A paid trip to the ever-popular Writer's Digest Annual Conference in New
York City!

Writers from a wide variety of genres are encouraged to enter! See the full list of
categories here.
Prizes this significant could be the next step in elevating your writing
career.
Don't let this opportunity pass you by!
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Anyone Interested??? It just might be fun!!!

Since a number of our members write for various forums, we will be including information from time to
time about upcoming play/script readings and calls for submissions from SARTA (Sacramento Area Regional
Theatre Alliance.) SARTA provides information about local venues for all ages and all levels of expertise.
At the Sunday, February 8th, Playwrights Collaborative Meeting (7:00 PM) we will read and discuss plays by 2
playwrights:
-Leo McElroy's "Legend of Don Coyote.". This play may remind some of "Don Quixote" - it should. This is a
tongue-in-cheek update, moving the hero to a town in Gold Rush California, and explaining how our most famous
ghost town got that way and
-Peter Meads' "That Movie." This play is a farce that reviews the inner struggles of cast and crew during the
making of a movie that the producers want to change from a tragic love story into a sci-fi epic.
Next meeting will be on March 8, 2015.
The Playwrights Collaborative
"The Playwrights Collaborative is an organization of writers, actors, directors and others interested in the
theater, working together to promote the development and production of new plays in Sacramento and
elsewhere. Through a cooperative process of peer review, Playwrights Collaborative assists in making plays
ready for production and helps in finding suitable venues where shows might be performed."
At each meeting, original plays by local writers are read and discussed as are ways to promote deserving
works for production. Several theaters have expressed an interest in producing one new original play per
year and Playwrights Collaborative has encouraged similar interest by other theatres in the area. There will
also be occasional speakers with expertise in various aspects of theater. Meetings are monthly (or
occasionally twice monthly) on Sundays on dates to be announced. There are no dues, fees or other charges
for participating.
Playwrights Collaborative invites interested writers, actors, and others to attend and take part in the
readings. The group actively promotes new plays to prospective producers. Following each reading,
comments and suggestions for improvement will be solicited from all who are present.
The Playwrights Collaborative meetings are held at the California Stage Theatre, 2509 "R" Street (on "R"
Street between 25th and 26th Streets), Sacramento, California.
For further information or if you have a play you would like read, contact Gary Agid, chairman, at
gary@agid.com (916-383-9267). The Playwrights Collaborative does not share its e-mail list information
with anyone.

Not now, no autographs please!
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH
ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC
Name
Address
Email
Website

Phone
eState

City

(

)
Zip

Genre

New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying after January 1, halfddress
year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal
dues of $45 are due July 1.
Amount
Enclosed:

$

Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch

Membership Category:
Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre.
Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre.
Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter.

I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.).
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758
Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond,
supporting writers and others in the literary community.
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Student memberships available. Inquire for details.

Join and enjoy the many benefits, including:









Networking and connecting with members and other writers
Speakers and programs covering a range of educational topics
Member discount for Luncheon meetings, seminars and other CWC events
Receive the CWC Sacramento Branch “Write On!” newsletter
Receive the CWC “Bulletin” newsletter
Opportunity to be published in the California Writers Club Literary Review
Invitation to annual CWC picnic for fellowship with members from other branches
Be part of a community of over 1,800 members in 19 branches of CWC
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2014-2015 CWC Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org
To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line

Board of Directors

Committees
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Officers

Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Margie Yee Webb, President
Mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Public Relations: Open

Kimberly A. Edwards, VP/Programs
KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net

Communications: Open
Newsletter Editor: Mary Martinez - Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership
Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Open Mic Facilitator: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Sandra Navarro, Secretary
Ssnavarro22@gmail.com

Open Mic Backup: Lance Pyle – lrpyle07@comcast.net
Outreach Coordinator: Nanci Lee Woody – nanciwoody@att.net

Robert Cooper, Treasurer
RobertCooper876@gmail.com

Web Coordinator: Michael Cole – michael.f.cole@gmail.com

Board Members

Welcoming Coordinator: Daniel Martinez –
proudgoldstardad@gmail.com
Welcoming Committee: Maryann Blain maryannblain@comcast.net

Raymond Blain
raymondblain@comcast.net

Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins –
ladtkd@yahoo.com

Mary Martinez
Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler –
JoChandler3@yahoo.com

Patricia Mathews
Patriciamathews3@mac.com

Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Marilyn Smith-Murphy
NormaR@surewest.net

NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net
Newsletter Proofreader: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Copyright © 2015 by the California Writers Club, Sacramento
Branch. All rights reserved. Write On! is published by the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch on behalf of its
members. The California Writers Club assumes no legal
liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or
usefulness of any information, process, product, method or
policy described in this newsletter.
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90th Anniversary Anthology Project Coordinator: Margie Yee Webb mywebb@sbcglobal.net

