
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE CWC LUNCHEON SPEAKERS 
 

Jennifer Martin and Bud Gardner are the guest speakers at the Saturday, June 15, 2013 CWC luncheon. Their 
presentation title: "Writing Principles That Work." 

Bud will begin with a writing check-up, asking if writers are pleased with the 
results they are currently getting, and then he and Jen will share five unique 
principles that will lead to better results. 

Bud and Jen will share memorable stories to support their intriguing writing 
principles. They will add a dash of humor to keep the balance, touch on conquering 
the fear of writing, and share how to write from the heart. 

Jennifer Martin has been a published author since the age of ten. A high 
school and college teacher/administrator, a television host/producer in the 
Sacramento area and on the Travel Network, and an award-winning novelist (The 
Huna Warrior) and screenwriter (The Hunatics Club), Jen has many stories 
published in the Chicken Soup for the Soul anthologies.  

Bud Gardner, named the most Inspirational Writing Coach in America, 
motivated his students to write and sell 10,000 articles and stories, plus 200 books, 
earning for themselves more than $10,000,000, reaching 600-million readers 
worldwide. He is the co-author of the bestseller Chicken Soup for the Writer's Soul. 

He is also founder and Head Coot of the Sun City Harmonicoots, the largest working harmonica band in America. 
You won't want to miss this extraordinary presentation with Bud and Jen, which just might jump-start your writing 
career. 
 

CWC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 
 

It’s time to renew your CWC Sacramento Branch membership for the 2013-
2014 membership year. The deadline is July 1, 2013 to continue your membership 
uninterrupted and without having to again pay the CWC central board enrollment 
fee of $20. Dues are $45.00 and entitle you to the reduced meeting fee of $12.00 
rather than $14.00 for non-members. Members also get a significant discount on 
occasional CWC seminars.  

Membership puts you on the list to receive the monthly CWC newsletter and 
to get valuable club information via email.  

The Sacramento branch was created in 1925 to support the writing and 
publishing goals of its members. Eighty-eight years later, that is still the goal. The 
CWC roster includes everyone from those who dream of publication to those who 
have already published and who are eager to share their expertise. That is what 
CWC is all about. 

The coming year promises many interesting guest speakers who will address 
the interests of the CWC writer-members. 

See application and renewal form on the last page of the newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

Linda Lohman has signed contracts for two 
more stories for Chicken Soup for the Soul. 
One will be in the 20th Anniversary Edition, 
another in From Lemons to Lemonade. 
 

Cheryl Stapp’s Disaster and Triumph: 
Sacramento Women, Gold Rush Through the 
Civil War, has been named one of the finalists 
in the historical non-fiction category of the 
2013 Next Generation Indie Book Awards.  
 

Jo Chandler’s first young adult novel, This 
Side of Forever, has been published on 
Amazon ebooks. The print version will be 
available a few weeks after release of the 
downloadable version. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
 

 

 

CWC Luncheon Meeting Saturday, June 15, 2013 –– 11 a.m. 
Cattlemens Restaurant - 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Folsom Blvd. at Hazel) 

The public is invited to attend – The meeting fee includes lunch 
 Members $12.00 Non-Members $14.00 

June 2013 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

 

 Celebrating 104 Years 
 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional—to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 
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2013 CWC Sacramento Branch Contest Winners Issue 
 

NO CWC LUNCHEONS IN JULY &AUGUST 

JENNIFER MARTIN &  
BUD GARDNER 
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KIM EDWARDS IS JACK LONDON HONOREE 
 

Kimberly A. Edwards received the Jack London Award in recognition for her exceptional contributions to CWC, 
over a sustained period of time. Since 2007, her many roles for the Sacramento Branch include: serving on the Board of 
Directors and the Writers Network Speakers Committee; serving as chair of the Welcoming 
Committee and the Seminar Committee; and serving as Secretary and CWC NorCal 
Representative. Her dedication, energy and ideas have benefited the club, writers and writing 
community. 

Kim is a prolific freelance writer with an extensive number of articles and essays published 
in many newsstand and trade magazines and newspapers, including Cosmopolitan, Seventeen, 
The Times of India, International Travel News, The Sacramento Bee Sunday “Forum”, 
Sacramento News & Review, and Senior Spectrum. In November 2012, Independent Book 
Publishers Association (IBPA) released an e-book, The Book Publishers Toolkit: 10 Practical 
Pointers for Independent and Self-Publishers, Volume 1, that contained only 10 of their articles 
from the previous year, including Kim’s “Tapping into Twitter Expertise.” 

Recently retired from the California Department of Education, Kim made significant 
contributions during her career there. She enlisted corporate sponsors, organized conferences, and coordinated award 
programs to honor teachers and schools. She launched a Noon Hour with a Local Author series for employees. 
Kim is also a member of the International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association; Sacramento Press Club; and 
Northern California Publishers & Authors Association. She is currently working on her novel, The Year of Black and 

White, inspired by events in 1960. 
 
 

INSTALLATION OF CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH 2013–2014 OFFICERS 
 

Newly-elected CWC Sacramento Branch officers will be officially installed at the June 15, 2013 CWC luncheon. 
 

President:  Margie Yee Webb 
1st Vice President (Programs):  Steve Liddick 
2nd Vice President (Membership):  Liz Allenby 
Secretary:  Kim Edwards 
Treasurer:  Robert Cooper 

 
 

NEW CWC MAILING ADDRESS 
After more than two decades of receiving mail at a Citrus Heights P.O. box, CWC Sacramento Branch is changing its 
mailing address. The new address is: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P. O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 
95758. Please send all club-related correspondence to the new address. 

 

 

Writers have an opportunity to read their work for others the second Friday of every month,. The public is 
invited to read—or listen to—ten-minute readings. The next Open Mic is Friday, June 14, 2013 at Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers, 6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights (in the Birdcage Center). Sign-in is at 6:45 p.m. Free 
to the public. For more details, contact Julie Bauer at: joolieb@aol.com; Phone: 916-344-5778.  
You may also get additional information at the CWC website: 

 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 
 

 

A PROMOTIONAL AND PUBLIC SPEAKING OPPORTUNITY 
Friends of the Franklin Library in Elk Grove will host a read-in in their community room, Saturday, June 8, 2013 
from 10 am until 2 p.m. This is an opportunity for authors to practice reading their work before an audience. Readings 
will be on a first come basis and will be limited to 10 minutes (about 1,000 words). You are challenged to write a short 
story beginning with "it was a dark and windy night."  Refreshments will be served. Bring your friends and some books 
to sell. For more information, contact Nan Mahon at nannosecond@comcast.net. 
 

OPEN 

MIC 

KIM EDWARDS 
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Winners of the CWC Sacramento Branch 

2013 writing contest 
“The Most Influential Person in My Life” 

 

1st Place: “Milo” – Jeanne Sapunor 
2nd Place: “My Other Mother” – Lou Munro Foley 
3rd Place: “Green Eyed Guy” – Kate Traci 

 
First Place Winner – Jeanne Sapunor 

 

Milo 
by Jean Sapunor 

 
On the nights I climbed the hill at the north end of G Street to visit Milo, I had already single-handedly eaten to the 

bottom of a cellophane bag of Iced Raisin cookies or finished off a glass of too-young-to-drink-sherry Christian Brothers 
cream sherry and could no longer console myself with more empty calories or Laura Nyro songs. There hadn't been 
room for me in the dorms freshman year, so shoving me outside the boundaries of campus 
housing and food plans at Humboldt State University into the world of shady laundromats, 
shadier landlords and moldy window sills forced me to seek  guidance from sources other than 
course catalogs and assigned academic advisors. 

Milan J. Brennan, or "Milo" after the first handshake, became my unofficial guidance 
counselor. His office, absent of framed post-graduate diplomas, was in the Language Arts 
building on the second floor landing, next to the hallway drinking fountain. His desk was a 
wooden bench, with worn mustard-colored vinyl cushions, to the right of the fountain. His 
“counselor” office hours started anytime after he finished buffing the black-tiled linoleum 
hallways to within an inch of spit shine and ended sometime before he made one last pass 
through  the classrooms and backstage areas of the theater arts department to empty overflowing 
ashtrays  and wastebaskets brimming with drafts of student one-acts, discarded costume patterns 
and coffee cups dispensed from the third floor vending machine. 

I was in Milo's realm by accident. As a journalism major, I belonged on the first floor, but the first floor custodian 
Ike was a no-nonsense retired Marine who didn't care for chit chat. My freshman roommate introduced me to Milo when 
I went backstage to give her the perfunctory “you were wonderful!” exclamation after her campus stage debut. From 
then on, I was on his list, but I still had to wait in line to see him. Just as he intuitively knew when to flick the ashes off 
his Viceroy into his own personalized ashtray (really a recycled tuna can) without a glance, he possessed an uncanny 
perspective on Student Life 101 in the 70's. He was an honorary script doctor of student directors. His full name usually 
headed the 'Special Thanks" column in programs. Once, he ran lines with the understudy who went on with two hours 
notice when the leading man in Ghost Sonata couldn't make bail by opening night curtain. Often, he consoled the 
ingénues after they received the unbearable news off the callback sheet that they were not cast in the role they claimed 
they were born to play – in my roommate's case it was the title role in Cinderella.  

Because Milo wasn't one of my journalism professors who preferred talking about their old newspaper days in 
Milwaukee or Detroit, he would listen and agree that it didn't seem like a wise idea for my roommate to quit school to 
marry a baggage handler for Hughes Airwest. I was wise enough not to take his bet that her marriage would not last 
longer than three years, because what she still wanted, Milo surmised, was to be Cinderella. Because Milo wore plaid 
flannel shirts, khaki pants and steel-toed black shoes as shiny as his floors, he didn't have the flair of the tweed-jacketed 
teachers, but he parked his powder blue Chevrolet truck in the lot amid their Saabs and Volvos. He didn't mingle with 
students at one of the seven bars framing the town plaza, but because he knew I was 300 miles from home, he and his 
wife Pearl invited me to Thanksgiving dinner two years running.  

Each week for four years I checked in with Milo. Up in that second-floor hallway, we would muck out the horseshit 
from the true meaning of life. He told me, based on his own informal survey of how many rows were littered with 
programs and candy wrappers after a theater performance, that Noel Coward and Joe Orton plays sold better than works 
by Brecht or Strindberg. From his hallway bench, he assured me that I had “a good head on my shoulders” and so once I 
decided to get married, “it will work” (it has). Officially, his job was to clean up after others and to get ready for the next 
day. Milo knew– and unofficially taught me – that the brilliant luster of the buffed linoleum floors he labored over to 
welcome each arriving audience was just as essential as the show beyond the theater's doors. 
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Second Place Winner – Lou Munro Foley 
 
Lou Munro Foley has been a member of CWC since 1972. She has served as Vice President and board member several 
times. She has published 29 children and young adult books through Bantam, Random House, Delacorte and others. She 
has written articles appearing in The Writer, Writer's Digest, Christian Science Monitor and others. For ten years she 
served as instructor for the Institute for Children's Literature. She taught writing at American River and Sierra Colleges, 
in addition to California State University, Sacramento. She is a member of the Authors Guild. 
 

My Other Mother 
by Lou Munro Foley 

 
Northern Ontario – December, 1939. -12°. I didn’t care. I was six and my favorite person was coming for 

Christmas!  Dad’s sister, Edna, was a nurse at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. Last summer when she came, I tromped 
around in her high-heel sandals. I smeared on her lipstick. I sprayed on her perfume. I tried on her bra. I was in heaven. 

What fun was ahead for me this time? 
The surprise came on Christmas Eve after we got home from church. 
“Gather ‘round,” Aunt Edna said. 
I crowded up to the dining room table. Mother spread a layer of currants on a cookie pan. Dad blessed them with a 

gusher of brandy, and Aunt Edna took out a match. 
“Ready?” she asked me, grinning. 
I nodded. 
“Here we go!”  She lit the match and held it to the edge of the pan. 
Whoosh!  A wave of blue flame rolled across the currants. Magic!  Scary! 
Aunt Edna was fun. She was round and soft and smelled like flowers and Scotch and tobacco and her hubs 

swallowed you. 
When she married Uncle George, the fun doubled. He was a Brit with a wicked sense of humor, honorably 

discharged from His Majesty’s Service. 
When I was eight, sister Muriel and I took a trip with them in their 1932 Buick, bumping over northern Ontario 

roads, shrieking out words from Burma Shave signs and singing Ninety-Nine Bottles of Beer on the Wall. 
Aunt Edna wore turbans, which gave her a sophisticated panache and also covered her wispy hair. She was cheated 

on hair. All five of her siblings sported unruly locks that would have put Eric the Red to shame. 
We later moved to a small village in southwestern Ontario, and one year when I was in high school (total student 

body: 53) Aunt Edna and Uncle George visited on the night of a school dance. 
I freaked at social situations. I was a klutz. I didn’t want to go. But Marilyn and Helen talked me into it. Muriel had 

mastered the social graces early (about age nine) and had a date. With a boy. 
Safety in numbers didn’t help me to feel okay with this. What if nobody asked me to dance?  What if somebody DID 

ask me to dance?  Both prospects were terrifying. What if I ended up dancing with Mert Schleihauf all night? 
As I was going out the door with my girlfriends, Aunt Edna threw her fox stole across my shoulders. “Confidence 

comes in furry wraps,” she whispered. 
The fur drew a lot of attention. Every girl tried it on. Every boy gawked at me. Two even asked me to dance. 
I was fourteen the summer I had an appendicitis attack. Heading for my first pelvic examination was as frightening 

as the prospect of surgery. Aunt Edna volunteered to take me, and held my hand until it was over. 
Eventually, my connection with Aunt Edna weakened. Too many miles between us, too many obligations, health 

issues for her, and too little money for me to trek back to Ontario. I was now a young mother with a new baby, living in 
California. The week that my husband was hospitalized following an automobile accident, Dad called to say that Uncle 
George had died. Memories flooded back, and tears for Aunt Edna. But her hand on my life had not been lifted. 

A week later the mailman brought a note with a twenty-dollar bill inside. 
“A friend sent this for flowers. But George would agree that you’ll need it more for medical bills than he’ll need the 

posies”. Love, Edna. 
After Aunt Edna died, my sister and I were reminiscing, and I asked if she knew why Aunt Edna had gone to work 

in an American hospital when she was young. 
“Money,” Muriel said. “She worked with cancer patients. Not many nurses wanted to work there, so she got paid 

more. She was helping to put Dad through college, you know.” 
No, I didn’t know. “Too bad she didn’t have kids,” I said. “She would have been a great mother.” 
“Connect the dots,” Muriel replied, sounding just like an older sister. “She worked in the cancer wing. The 

safeguards we have now against medical radiation didn’t exist then.” 
Connect the dots. Wispy hair. Turbans. 
Murial continued. “She was sterile. No kids.” 
But Aunt Edna did have children. She had us. And I had her. And my life is richer because of her. 
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Third Place Winner – Kate Traci 
 
Kate Traci is a California raised beach girl at heart who now finds herself residing under the hot 
desert sun. Thankfully her sister has a pool. Her first published adventure Simon Says can be read 
in the book The Dog With The Old Soul, a collection of true stories about people and the animals 
in their lives. After coaxing clever words, her German Shepherd to fetch, and herself to the gym, 
Kate can be found patiently waiting for her next adventure under the star-filled desert sky. Follow 
Kate’s stories at www.KatesYear.com. 
 

 
Green-Eyed Guy 

by Kate Traci 
 

To the cute green-eyed guy in Paradise Bakery, Desert Ridge Mall: I should have given you my number.  
A fellow Southern Californian, you struck up a conversation with me while I waited for my smoothie. As usual I 

was surprised. He is talking to me? Believing there to be another, cuter, brown haired girl standing in line in front of 
him.  

“San Diego?”  You asked.  
“You over heard me talking?”  I answered with a charmed smile over my shoulder.  
“Yeah,” You nodded with a grin, “Where are you from?”  
“Encinitas,” Let’s see if you really know what you’re talking about, “do you know the area well?”  
“I’m from Mission Valley.”  
 I tilted my face up to look at you, “I swear being from San Diego is like a club here. I was out with family having 

dinner and a waiter, from the other side of the restaurant, saw my SD hat the other night and came over to the table firing 
20 questions. He said he was making sure I passed the San Diego test!”  

You laughed, “I know!  I always get that when I wear my sweatshirt.”  
“College?” 
“SDSU.”  
“Fat-burning Ginseng smoothie?”  Called the clerk. I turned away and reached for my lunch.  
“Have a great day San Diego,” I tossed to him and walked to meet my client.  
He’s standing right next to you give him your card. I can’t she’s talking to me. Give him your card.  
What do I say, “Excuse me, here’s my card if you need any marketing help?”  
How bout, “Hey are you single?”  He isn’t wearing a ring. That doesn’t mean anything. He’s too cute to be single. 

Maybe he thinks the same about me.  
You waited next to me, I turned your way, but too soon your lunch was ready. Lookatme, lookatme, lookatme. I 

watched you walk out the door, dark maroon button-up shirt fading into the crazy lunchtime crowd. Lookatme. 
My client was talking and I remembered to smile.  
Where did the girl I was go? The confident one who lived in a world of pearls, where is she now? She hides. She 

hides behind armor: long hair, big smile, make-up, and charm. She hides, but she is there.  
She whispers to me, give him your card.  
What else have you missed? She asks softly. 
 

“You know what I believe in?” my best friend asked me as we sat in the cool night-time summer air on the tail-gate 
of my truck many years ago. 

“Probably.” 
“No, I mean about love and the universe,” he said. He was very serious.  
I turned to look at him, “Tell me.”  
“I believe in the chance encounter, your hand that brushes someone’s in a restaurant, or standing in line you touch 

someone’s shoulder, and it’s like electric you know.”  No I didn’t really know, and didn’t know where this was coming 
from in him.  

He continued, “And you both just kinda know.”  
“You think that really happens? You think that’s what I’m waiting for?” I pleaded for it to be true. If he is certain 

then I shall be too.  
He looked at me direct, both of us stare to stare, “Yes, I really do.”  
“It’s like magic,” I smiled, it was my eternal search.  
“Yes,” he smiled back. 
 

Green-eyed guy you are a symbol, a symbol of opportunity. That moment with you influences me every day. That 
moment when boldness is required to follow the whisper of serendipity and happenstance and truth from deep within; to 
give the tiny ember of potential a chance to let magic strike. 

Green-eyed guy isn’t a future life, he’s just a symbol of who I want to be, but that is enough. 
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CWC Sacramento Branch Members at California Authors Booth 
 

A “BIG FUN” event this summer is the California State Fair scheduled from July 12-28, 2013, at Cal Expo in 
Sacramento. The many exhibits at the fair include a California 
Authors Booth featuring authors ranging from New York Times 
Best-Selling to award-winning to newly published.  

The California Authors Booth is organized by awarding-winning 
author and publisher Naida West. Her novels Eye of the Bear, River 
of Red Gold, Rest for the Wicked are part of the California Gold 
Trilogy from Bridge House Books and she has been a presenter at our 
club meetings. Each year, Naida screens authors and works with State 
Fair officials for the booth, located in the California Building 
(http://www.bigfun.org/come-to-the-fair/attractions/ca-building-
exhibits/). The California Authors exhibit serves an educational role 
and the authors’ mission is “to visit with and educate fairgoers about 
writing and publishing, and, if visitors show an interest, sign and sell 
books.”  

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch members tentatively 
scheduled to appear include Cheryl Anne Stapp, Cindy Sample, 
Denise Lee Branco, Hazuki Kataoka, Kiyo Sato, Laurie Hoirup, Margie Yee Webb and Shirley Parenteau – all 
award-winning authors. The complete schedule of authors and links to their websites will be available at: 

http://www.bridgehousebooks.com/events/statefair2013.htm 
The California State Fair is a 17-day event celebrating the State of California, its industries, agriculture and diversity 

of its people. The State Fair provides entertainment and education to inspire the young and young at heart! This year’s 
theme is “Food-Family-Fun”. For details, visit: 

http://www.bigfun.org/ 
Support your fellow CWC members . . . go to the State Fair and stop by the California Authors Booth for a visit! 
 

NORCAL WEBSITE UPDATE 
http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/ 

The updated CWC NorCal Group website is designed with you in 
mind. The attractive banner is courtesy of Joyce Krieg, the NorCal 
Group Chair. As CWC and NorCal representative for Redwood 
Writers, Elaine Webster has stepped into the Web Editor position for 
the project. The new and improved calendar of events is filled with all 
that the Northern California Writing Community has to offer. If you 
don’t see your event listed, send the pertinent information to 
Elaine@mediadesign-mds.com . Priority is given to CWC events, but 
if CWC members are involved, Elaine wants to hear from you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Liz Allenby (aka Gini Grossenbacher) has been 
accepted into the Amherst Writers and Artists 
Writing Group Leadership Training to be held July 
10-14 in Alamo, California. She is looking forward 
to being at the training inspired by Pat Schneider, 
author of Writing Alone and With Others. 
 

Ingrid Lundquist received a Silver Axiom 
Business Book Award for the Dictionary of 
Publishing Terms: What Every Writer Needs to 
Know. A workbook, dictionary and guide all in 
one. It uses simple language to explain words used 
in publishing while demonstrating how to assemble 
the elements of your book: 

www.TLCPublishing.com 
 

Margie Yee Webb shares that at a recent Writers 
Network meeting, guest Diane Cooper invited 
authors to participate at a “Gifting Grandma’s 
Authors Luncheon”. Margie, Dahlynn McKowen, 
Judith Horstman, Loraine Holden, Marsha 
Robinson and Tim Hart were among those 
featured at the successful April event benefiting the 
Sacramento Crisis Nurseries. 

 

CCCCCCCCWWWWWWWWCCCCCCCC        MMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR        NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS  

(Continued from Page 1) 

Before you begin writing, state your story idea in one 
clear sentence to be sure of what you want to say 
 

Edith Ronald Mirrielees   
Early mentor to John Steinbeck 

“Before you begin writing, state your story idea in one 
clear sentence to be sure of what you want to say.” 

 

Edith Ronald Mirrielees   
early mentor to John Steinbeck 
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The California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch’s Writers Network presents Harry Leman. His topic at the 
Friday, June 7, 2013 breakfast is “Marketing with a Facebook Business Page.”  Harry handles the Social 
Media and networking for The Market Place located in Folsom. He will present a Business Facebook Page 
(Timeline); show how easy it is to get started; point out some areas that may be overlooked; demonstrate posting 
events and pictures; and give pointers for getting noticed by Google and other search engines, no matter what 
your product or service is.  

Harry has a degree in Electronics Technology from Sacramento City College and a degree in Vocational 
Education from California State University. He taught full-time for the U.S. Army at the Army Depot in Electronics, radar, 
communications and computers until 2000 before retiring. Additionally, for over 20 years, he taught evening classes in Electronics 
technology (analog & digital), math, computer upgrading, computer networking and robotics at Sacramento City College. Currently, 
he has a granite counter top and kitchen remodeling business.  

The Market Place, where one can shop for home & garden, browse antiques and collectibles, and discover LOCAL artists and 
authors—all under one roof, invites authors to schedule presentations and book signings. For more information, visit 
http://www.marketplacefolsom.com/. 

The CWC Writers Network is held the first Friday of the month at the International House of Pancakes (IHOP), 2216 
Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, 9 a.m. Meetings are free. Attendees pay for their own breakfast. 

NOTE:  There is no Writers Network breakfast meeting in JULY. 
 

At the August 2, 2013 Writers Network meeting, published singer/songwriter Mark Lashley will present on the creative 
process of songwriting in “From Poetry to Song!”  Mark was a professional musician in San Francisco for four decades. He lives in 
the Auburn foothills and continues to write, play and sing.  

Mark started writing poetry in elementary school. As a teenager he found that his musical training from his grandfather, 
combined with his poetry, made song. His mother, Norma Lehr, a published novelist, had candleholders handed down through the 
relatives of the Scottish poet, Robert Burns. He was always inspired by these placed on their fireplace mantle. 

 

 

SCREENWRITING TIPS PRESENTED AT MAY CWC WRITERS NETWORK 
 

Attendees at the May 3, 2013, Writers Network breakfast meeting were intrigued with David Tunno’s 
insightful screenwriting presentation. Key points included to: obtain an agent who belongs to the Writers 
Guild of America (www.wga.org); use screenwriting software, two recommended are “Final Draft” and 
“Movie Magic Screenwriter”; read The Foundations of Screenwriting by Syd Field; view screenplays at 
Script-o-rama (www.script-o-rama.com); and send your screenplay as a PDF document (if need to email) and 
never in the original format.  

David also wanted to share the following information not mentioned in his talk.  
“Before you seek an agent, I highly recommend that you have your script reviewed by a pro, which will 

probably lead to a re-write. By ‘pro,’ I mean someone who makes his/her living doing just that, NOT a failed 
screenwriter who is trying to make a buck as a critic.” 

 

 

ANNUAL CWC PICNIC 
 

The 4th annual California Writers Club picnic will be held at the Fire Circle in Joaquin Miller Park in 
Oakland on Saturday, July 20, 2013, the day before the Central Board meeting. As the legend of the founding of 
CWC goes, Joaquin Miller used to invite his writing friends, including Jack London, to his home for picnics and 
reading their latest works to each other (much like our Open Mics) in the flat area that is now the Fire Circle. Thus 
we have ties to Joaquin Miller Park that go back to the days before the founding of CWC in 1909, and the creation 
of the park itself. 

The picnic, open to all CWC members and their guests, combines a potluck, readings, networking, camaraderie 
and a “Lit Cake” competition – decorate any cake, cookie or other dessert with a literary theme. 

More details to follow. To RSVP for the picnic, contact our CWC, Sacramento Branch Central Board 
Representative Margie Yee Webb at Margie@CatMulan.com  or (916) 213-0798.  

 

 

TIPS FOR CWC EMAILERS 
 

Unless your email address has your name in it, the recipient cannot always tell who it’s from. Please include your full name in 
the message if it is not otherwise obvious who the sender is.  
And always include ‘CWC’ in the subject line of email intended for a CWC member. 

WWrriitteerrss  

NNeettwwoorrkk  
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB LITERARY 

REVIEW STORY SUBMISSIONS INVITED 
 

Congratulations to CWC Sacramento branch member Linda Lohman who was the only Sacramento Branch member 
published in the California Writers Club Literary Review Winter 2012-13 Issue. Those 
interested in submitting manuscripts for the 2013-2014 issue:  Submissions are open July 1, 
2013 through August 30, 2013.  

Submission Guidelines 

CWC members are invited to submit their published or unpublished work following the 
guidelines below. Submissions are blind-read and work meeting a threshold of quality and 
interest will be published. Minor editing, enhancing/correcting presentation, may be 
performed. While satire and parody are welcome, proselytizing or potentially libelous material 
as well as pornographic forays, and/or gratuitous vulgarity and obscenity will not be 
considered. Rejections will be accompanied with editors’ suggested improvements. 

Send submissions, for this issue only, as an email attachment to Dave LaRoche, dalaroche@comcast.net, “CWC 
Lit-Review” in the subject line. 

 
General Guidelines (Nonconforming work will not be considered)  

• Prose: 2500 words or fewer: fiction, memoir, or essay (excerpts if the submission can be judged as a complete 
story). Poetry of 40 lines or fewer. Photography and graphics through arrangement with the editor  

• A maximum of two submissions per member, separate files, will be accepted per issue  

• The author must have the rights to convey rights for this one-time use by the CWC  

• Work selected will be published “as is” except for (possible) minor change after proofing 

Preparing Your Submission (electronic, via email only)  
Body of email: 

• Author’s name, email address, and branch affiliation  

• Title(s), word count, and genre: fiction, memoir, essay, or poetry  

• Statement must be included: “I, (name here) own and convey the right to publish this/these work(s) (title or 
titles here) for this one time publication in the CWC Literary Review.” 

Attachment(s)–your artistic work: 

• Pages numbered in footer, prefer bottom center. Do not use a cover sheet  

• Each page will contain the title of the work; once above the body of the work on the first page. Include the 
notation, NF-M, NF-E, poetry or fiction. Please, no other identifying information  

• MSWord:, rtf format  

• Left justified, one and one-half line spacing, New Times Roman 12 pt font  

• One-inch margins around. Note: present poetry in the form you expect it to be published.  

• No page breaks, special leading, or any other unusual text manipulation or spacing 
 

 

LINDA LOHMAN 
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ODDS ‘N’ ENDS 
The May 3, 2013 CWC Writers Network meeting was also an occasion to celebrate the 
90th birthday of CWC member Kiyo Sato. She was given an impromptu party 
following the breakfast meeting at IHOP. Kiyo is author of Kiyo’s Story: A Japanese-

American Family’s Quest for the American Dream. 

 
Steve Liddick attended a signing of Margie Yee 
Webb’s book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: 

Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life. The 
signing at the Face in a Book bookstore was part 
of the El Dorado Hills Art and Wine Affaire 
May 11 and 12, 2013 at the El Dorado Hills 

Town Center. Published authors and CWC members may also schedule 
signings at the bookstore. For more information, check with Margie Yee 
Webb at the next CWC luncheon. 
 

NEW CWC MEMBERS THIS YEAR 
Congratulations and best wishes to those new members who joined us during our membership year 2012-
2013. We have gotten to know you, and we are impressed with the range of talent and enthusiasm each of 
you bring to our California Writers Club. A special thanks and congratulations to Adele Tarantino who is 
now a Lifetime Member of the California Writers Club. We are honored to have you all as members, and 
we look forward to hearing of your many writing successes in the coming years. 
 

New Members of Record CWC 2012-13 with genres 
Report by Liz Allenby, CWC 2nd VP, Membership 

 

1. Jan Westmore  Genre: Non-fiction; fiction 

2. Anara Guard  Genre: Fiction; Non-fiction 

3. Carolyn Hemig  Genre: Fiction; Children’s literature 

4. D.S. Johnson (Dave)  Genre: Fiction; Poetry 

5. Jo Chandler  Genre: Fiction; YA; adult 
6. Phawnda Moore  Genre: Editor; Designer 

7. David D. Tunno  Genre: Non-fiction (Law); screenplays 

8. Annette Kassis  Genre: Non-fiction 

9. Felicity Dippery  Genre: fiction 

10. Lisa Garner  Genre: Fiction: Mystery 

11. Timothy Hart – AKA: E.G. Fabricant  Genre: SHORT fiction 

12. Jubilee R. Barker  Genre: Memoir/short story/articles 

13. Stephen L. Mandaro, M.D. Genre: Fiction 

14. Lowell D. Streiker  Genre: non-fiction 

15. Michael H. Brandt  Genre: Non-fiction 

16. Shannon Kuzmich  Genre: Blogs, Christian, Memoir 

17. Lisa D. Wiggins  Genre: Business Non-fiction/fiction-fantasy 

18. Marylynne Norman   Genre: Fiction/self help/spiritual 
19. Hazuki Battino Kataoka  Genre: Children’s literature 

 

Lifetime Member: Adele Tarantino  Genre: Non-fiction 
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LEADERSHIP IN A NUTSHELL 
by Dave LaRoche 

Reprinted from Writers Talk, the CWC South Bay Branch newsletter 
 

Leaders come in all shapes, colors, and styles, and from most anywhere. Some are charismatic, leading with 
promises and smiles. Others are impressively organized and known for processes that seldom fail. Some are simply well 
known, well liked, and a pleasure to be around. Wherever, whoever: what follows is common among all—all, that is, 
who succeed.  

A leader first has a vision: that is, where to take the group and for what purpose. For us, it may be growth in the 
membership roll; more published authors, or more through “traditional” hoops. It might be more members at meetings, 
better critique groups, and/or a wider variety. These visions, whatever they are, often emanate from the group via 
surveys, a consistency with previously adopted rules, or just ordinary talk while the leader has his or her ears to the 
ground.  

After vision, the next ingredient in leadership is passion. The leader must want to fulfill the vision, must be willing 
to put in the energy and time and to endure the potential inconvenience. He/she must be energized, enthusiastic, 
persuasive, and above all, believable and credible. With these, the leader develops a following, and from that, the rest is 
ready to fall into place.  

Above is the potential, but a leader must also produce movement; must be able to convert that potential into an 
executable plan and direct that plan to its anticipated conclusion; that is, the goal or goals that represent the original 
vision. So, the leader must be able to plan, to reduce the vision to workable goals, to identify and organize capable 
resources, and to design and put processes in place through which the goal may be reached. He must add feedback loops 
to the processes so that a misdirection or error in calculation can be recognized and corrected.  

Through it all, the leader directs or oversees direction. She or he stays on top of the processes and their intentions; 
provides motivation, bearing and suggestions; shows enthusiasm and understanding; and solves or assists in solving 
problems.  

Finally the leader must be able to recognize success, to give and take credit, and offer praise. This is a lot to ask of 
one person and/or that person may not possess all the ingredients. In either case the leader must then be willing to bring 
others in.  

He or she may ally with a partner or several who fill in where weaknesses lie—that is, they may form a team. A 
leader, for example, may have vision but lack passion or have both but not know about planning and directing—a 
common reason for stumbling or failing completely and why teams, picking up on the missing, often work.  

In a world where time is short and tasks are many, a team may be the best or only solution. This sounds 
overwhelming, but it’s not. These building blocks can be large or small. The point is, they all need to be there—a pocket 
full or a truck, depending on the size and complexity of vision. Changing the world may take an army; changing an 
element of our branch, not so much.  

Do you have an idea you’re passionate about?  
 

� 
 

CWC, Sacramento Branch encourages members to become more active in the organization. New ideas and 
suggestions are always welcomed that will assist the membership in achieving their writing and publishing goals. 
Interested?  Talk to CWC officers and see how you might contribute to the advancement of the purpose of CWC. 

 

SOME TIPS FOR WRITERS 
 

Ever have trouble locating the spot in your manuscript where you left off writing the previous day?  Assuming you write 
using Microsoft Word, try this: at the place in the manuscript you want to return to, type ‘XXX.’  When you bring up the 
document the next day, hit ‘Control/F’ (find); type ‘XXX’ in the box and hit ‘Enter’. It will take you to that location. 
 
 

Distractions are a writer’s worst enemy; kids, pets, friends dropping in, spouses who don’t understand that you don’t talk 
to writers while they’re writing just as you don’t talk to piano players while they’re playing. You could put your kids 
and pets up for adoption, divorce your spouse and break up with all your friends. However, if those are not options, at 
least unplug the phone and don’t activate your email program until you have finished writing. Somehow the ‘ping’ that 
signals ‘you’ve got mail’ is too much to resist.  
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WRITING IN ENGLISH ISN’T EASY 
 

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.  
2) The farm was used to produce produce. 
3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.. 
5) He could lead if he would get the lead out. 
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.. 
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present. 
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 
10) I did not object to the object. 
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 
13) They were too close to the door to close it. 
14) The buck does funny things when the does are present. 
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line. 
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail. 
18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear. 
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 
20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend? 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in 
pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while 
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that 
quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 
 
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham?  If the plural of tooth 
is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth?  One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese?  One index, 2 indices?  
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend?  If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid 
of all but one of them, what do you call it? 
 
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught?  If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?  
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language 
do people recite at a play and play at a recital?  Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?  Have noses that run and feet that 
smell? 
 
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites?  You have to 
marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form 
by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on. 
 
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is not a 
race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible. 
 
P.S. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick' ? 

 
 

CWC members: Don’t be shy about blowing your own horn. “Self-Promotion” is not a dirty phrase.  
Write a brief description (50 words or less) of your recent successes: awards, book signings, publishing 

contracts, newly-published works (books, articles, writing-related activities of interest to CWC members, 
etc.) 

All materials to be considered must be received on or before the 10th of the month preceding the month 
of issue (August 10 is the deadline for the September Write On!) 

Email to: steveliddick@gmail.com 
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APPLICATION FOR CWC SACRAMENTO BRANCH MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL 

Name  Phone (        )   

Address  City  State  Zip   

Email Address  Genre   
        
Membership dues are $65, which include annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying 
after January 1, half-year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership 
year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal dues of $45 are due July 1. 
        

 Amount Enclosed: $  
You may also pay via Paypal at www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Checks should be made to CWC 

        
Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre category. 

  Supporting Member – Benefits include luncheon meeting discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter. 

  Half Year  

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (Roster is for emailed member information/newsletter, etc.). 

        Mail to: California Writers Club, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758 
 

� 

 
 

22001122--22001133  CCWWCC  OOffffiicceerrss,,  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirrss  
 

 California Writers Club Steve Liddick, Newsletter Editor/Communications Director 
 Sacramento Branch P.O. Box 293263 
  Sacramento, CA 95829 
 www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org  SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line 
 

 Officers Board of Directors 
 Marsha Robinson, President Steve Liddick  
 MarshaR@Quiknet.com Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
 Cheryl Stapp, VP/Programs Nancy Ware  
 Chermail1@Yahoo.com  Margie Yee Webb 
 Liz Allenby, VP/Membership  
 Kimberly Edwards, Secretary  
 Robert Cooper, Treasurer  
  
 Committee/Chair 
 Membership: Liz Allenby – LizAllenby@Comcast.net 
 Contest: Liz Allenby - LizAllenby@Comcast.net 
 Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
 Newsletter: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 Open Mic: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@AOL.com 
 Outreach: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com 
 Communications Director: Steve Liddick – SteveLiddick@Gmail.com 
 Seminar/Workshop: Kim Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
 Web Coordinator: Amy Rogers – Rogers91@SBCGlobal.net 
 Writers Network: C.J. Larson – CJstcyr11@Gmail.com 
 Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – Margie@CatMulan.com  
 NorCal Rep: Kim Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@Comcast.net 
 

Email correspondence should include CWC in the subject line 
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Business card-size ads are now offered 
in Write On! at $25 per newsletter issue. 
Contact Marsha Robinson at: 

MarshaR@Quiknet.com 


