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   Write On!  

 
 

                                                    ® 

               Celebrating 106 years 

Newsletter of the 
California Writers Club, 

Sacramento Branch 

                                  www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

 

                                         April 2015 

Welcoming all writers, from the aspiring to the professional; to educate and to encourage writing and marketing skills. 

   

Jo Haraf 

“When Characters Take the Stage” 
Interactive Session 

 

 

On Saturday, April 18, our members and guests are in in for a treat with this 

acclaimed visitor! Jo Haraf says that when writers sit down to compose, they introduce 

characters who claim, “This is who I am!” through action, dialogue, thought, or 

appearance. These first steps create personas, ripe for reinforcement or—even better, 

contradiction—as the story continues.  
 

In a stirring presentation chockfull of tips, Haraf will demonstrate the effects of character introductions 

and, drawing from works by well-known authors, how characters evolve through a story’s conclusion. She will 

also discuss the four ways a character may appear, what the author says by the introduction, and how first 

impression may change over time. 
 

Whether fiction or non-fiction, characters (people) play a critical role in our narratives. As such, attendees 

are invited to bring examples of how they introduce a character in their own works, especially fiction or 

memoir.  
  
Ms. Haraf comes to Sacramento with a reputation for concise and helpful presentations. A popular speaker 

on writing craft, she calls herself a lifelong “techno-geek” turned born-again fiction writer. She also blogs, 

produces poetry and short stories about 1920s New York, and is a proud member of the California Writers Club, 

Marin Branch and the Historical Novel Society.  
 

Local Expert segment will feature Robin Martin (Two Songbirds Press) on “Three Things Writers Should Know 

When Searching for an Independent Editor.”  Martin has served as assistant agent, editor of fiction and creative 

nonfiction publications, and trustee of the Northern California Editorial Freelancers Association. She helps authors complete 

their projects and related goals, whether to find an agent and a book deal, create a manuscript to self-publish to sell with 

pride, or complete a book to pass onto their families. 

 
Join us Saturday, April 18th, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Hwy 50 at Hazel). 

Meeting fee, $17 for members and $20 for guest, covers program-related costs. Lunch is also offered. The public 

is welcome to join us. 

http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/
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Margaret Duarte 
 

Marketing Strategies for 

Technological Greenhorns 
 

April 3, 2015 

    
     When Margaret Duarte started the 

process of marketing her four novels, she 

decided that rather than chisel away at her 

work to make it fit into an "acceptable" 

genre category, she would call it what it 

is—visionary fiction—and go from there. In other words, she 

took on the near impossible task of creating a platform and 

marketing strategy based on a genre that no one apparently 

knew or cared about. 

     Margaret applied that same determination to her mastery of 

social media, website building and marketing. “When I started 

this journey,” she says, “I had no clue how to operate a 

computer, let alone navigate the Internet. I had no blog. No 

Facebook page. No Twitter. I didn’t even own a smart phone.” 

     Join Margaret on Friday, April 3 at CWC Sacramento’s 

Writers Network breakfast meeting, as she shares how an 

amateur managed to build her own website (her newest 

website was created especially for the CWC-Sacramento 

Marketing Strategies presentation) and platform from scratch, 

as well as become a founding member of the Visionary 

Fiction Alliance and the VFA Facebook Community, which 

consist of hundreds of visionary fiction writers devoted to 

raising the genre of visionary fiction into the mainstream. 

     The CWC networking meeting is held on the first Friday 

of each month from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. at the 

International House of Pancakes on Sunrise Blvd in Rancho 

Cordova.  

     Margaret Duarte, the daughter of Dutch immigrants, is a 

retired middle school teacher and lives with her family on a 

dairy farm in California. She writes visionary fiction, a genre 

that includes the supernatural as part of tangible reality and 

involves a spiritual movement towards actualization. Visit her 

online at: www.margaretduarte.com and 

www.enterthebetween.com. 

 
 

Join us Friday, April 3, 2015, 9 to 11 a.m. at 

IHOP, 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670. CWC Writers Network is offered 

on the first Friday of every month. Everyone is welcome. 

Attendees pay for their own breakfast. 

 

Dahlynn and Ken McKowen 
March 6, 2015  

  
 

Sex in the 

Publishing 

Industry 
 

      
     Dahlynn and Ken McKowen decided 

that it was time to talk about SEX. Seriously. 

  

     Owners of the Northern California 

publishing house Publishing Syndicate LLC, 

the McKowens discussed erotica and 

romance in the publishing industry and how, 

through your writing, you can take advantage 

of these genres. 

  

     Together the two have 60-plus years of 

professional writing, editing, publication, 

marketing and public relations experience. 

With more than a million books sold, their 

two newest titles are Best of the California 

Coast and Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On 

SEX. 

 
 

 

          
 

 
     Be sure to visit their website at 

http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/ to 

glean more insightful information.  And sign 

up for their blog, 

http://www.laughuntilyoupee.com/. 

 

http://visionaryfictionalliance.com/
http://visionaryfictionalliance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/visionaryfictionalliance/?ref=bookmarks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visionary_fiction
http://www.margaretduarte.com/
http://www.enterthebetween.com/
http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/
http://www.laughuntilyoupee.com/
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PRESIDENT’S Message 

         Margie Yee Webb 

 
 
 

 
In the world of books and literacy, how can we make a difference? No doubt 

there are endless ways and every little bit helps. 
    

For James Patterson, one of the most successful novelists, he is doing more 

than a little bit to make a difference. A bestselling author of suspense/thriller novels as well as young 

adult and middle grade books, he has raised questions such as: Who will save our books? Our bookstores? 

Our libraries? 

 

An advocate for books, independent bookstores and literacy programs, 

Patterson recently announced he is giving $1.25 million in grants to school libraries 

(washingtonpost.com/blogs/style-blog/wp/2015/03/09/james-patterson-wants-to-

give-1-25-million-to-school-libraries/). Two weeks later, he increased the total 

amount to $1.5 million. Schools in the United States serving pre-K to 12th grade 

students can apply for a grant online by May 31, 2015, at 

scholastic.com/pattersonpartnership/. 

 

Just last year, he gave $1 million in grants to more than 175 independent 

bookstores (bookweb.org/news/james-patterson-begins-distributing-1-million-indie-

bookstores). That included a $15,000 grant to the Northern California Independent 

Booksellers Association in support of the first California Bookstore Day. 
 

For the “average” person, one easy way to make a difference is to become a “friend” of the library.  
 

In Sacramento, there is the Friends of the Sacramento Public Library, which is a member-

supported, non-profit organization that advocates, fundraises, and provides critical support for the 

Sacramento Public Library, the 28 branch libraries, the Bookmobile, and related literacy and educational 

programs.  

 

We can help public libraries with a “friends” membership and support their book sales and other 

events.  

 

Also, we can shop at bookstores, particularly independent ones, attend author and book events, 

and buy books for ourselves and as gifts for others. On California Bookstore Day, May 2, 2015, we can 

visit a participating indie bookstore.  

 

For me, I am proud to be a life member of El Dorado Hills Friends of the Library, Friends of the 

Folsom Library, and Friends of the Roseville Public Library as well as a member of Friends of the 

Sacramento Public Library and Friends of the San Francisco Public Library. Also, I purchase books for 

myself and as gifts, usually at indie bookstores.  

  

So an answer to Patterson’s questions could be: all of us can. For the difference that each of us 

make can contribute to a robust literary community and cultivate and inspire future readers and writers. 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/style-blog/wp/2015/03/09/james-patterson-wants-to-give-1-25-million-to-school-libraries/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/style-blog/wp/2015/03/09/james-patterson-wants-to-give-1-25-million-to-school-libraries/
http://www.scholastic.com/pattersonpartnership/
http://www.bookweb.org/news/james-patterson-begins-distributing-1-million-indie-bookstores
http://www.bookweb.org/news/james-patterson-begins-distributing-1-million-indie-bookstores
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Editor’s Corner  

 

 

April 2015 celebrates the 19th anniversary of National Poetry Month.  

Initiated by the Academy of American Poets in 1996, this annual event has 

become one of the largest literary celebrations in the world. 

 The Academy’s main objective of the celebration is to: 

 highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing achievement of American poets, 

 encourage the reading of poems, 

 assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms, 

 increase the attention paid to poetry by national and local media, 

 encourage increased publication and distribution of poetry books, and  

 encourage support for poets and poetry. 

Poetry has always been able to provide a canvas upon which I could freely create a portrait 

of thoughts, emotions, beauty and dreams.  Every one of our senses can be easily painted through 

the various forms and the cadence this medium affords. 

 Dreams by Edgar Allan Poe is an excellent example of just 

such a feat.  Poe painted a very candid self-portrait in Dreams.  

Only 40 years of age when he passed, Poe shared a beauty of his 

dreams against a backdrop heartache which had began before he 

had turned 3 years of age.  Through the use of the ‘painted’ word, 

Poe became one of the first American writers to become a major 

figure in world literature. 

 Poetry allows us to truly be creative and free in the literary 

world.  Take some time this month to read, write and share in the 

world of poetry.   

Trust me, it will make you feel alive and uplifted. 

In the meanwhile . . .  

Keep writing and always remember – Keep It Fun! 

 

 

http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/materials-teachers
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/books
http://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/poster-gallery


5 
 

The Connection!!! 
     Dahlynn McKowen and Ken McKowen of 

Publishing Syndicate, LLC, our March 2015 Writers 

Network presenters, shared some resources, listed 

below: 

Free monthly writing/editing newsletters 

The Wow Principles, 2,000+ writers subscribe: 

http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/ 

Publishing Poynters by Dan Poynter: 

http://www.parapublishing.com/ 

Great writing blogs 

A Writer’s Path: http://www.ryanlanz.com/ 

Sound Bites with TyCobbsTeeth: 

https://tycobbsteeth.wordpress.com/ 

Writer Granny’s World: 

http://writergrannysworld.blogspot.com/ 

Sites we like 

The Grammarist: http://grammarist.com/ 

Grammar Girl: 

http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl 

Merriam-Webster Word of the Day: 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/ 

     (The McKowens have published their free e-

newsletter, The Wow Principles, since 2005 and there 

are currently over 110 back issues.) 
 

 

CWC OPEN MIC – TEN MINUTES OF 

FAME 

Friday, April 10, 2015 

     Monthly Open Mic event will be held on the second Friday 

of the month as usual at Barnes & Noble Birdcage, 6111 

Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights, across from Sunrise Mall. 

     Start time:  7 PM (sign-up begins at 6:45 PM) 

     An opportunity for writers to read their work, and for 

listeners to enjoy what writers throughout the Sacramento 

region are creating. 

     Participants are invited to read their work(s) and listen to 

the works of others. This is not a critique group or opportunity 

to promote projects. Content must be appropriate for a public 

audience. FREE to the public. Readers and listeners are 

welcome. 

CONTACT: Julie Bauer at JoolieB@aol.com 

Member News 
 

     Lonon Smith wrote and is performing in his 

play in which “five characters collide, fight, and 

shift alliances while waiting for the bus to come.” 

Theater One Presents  

Getaway Service Guaranteed  
by Lonon Smith 

March 27 – April 18, 2015 

Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 

Sunday, March 29 and April 12, at 2 p.m. 

Ooley Theater 

2007 28th Street, Sacramento, CA 95818 

For tickets and more information, visit 

http://theaterone.org/ or call 916-524-1032. 

 
 

    Amy Rogers is serving 

as one of five judges for 

the International Thriller 

Writers 2015 Thriller 

Award for Best Short Story. The winning story 

will be announced at ThrillerFest in July. 

 

     Kimberly Edwards “Scene, Heard, Laced and 

Loved: Trends in Long Form” written for the 

March/April 2015 ASJA Magazine (American 

Society of Journalists and Authors). 

 

     Linda and Ken Champion of Champion 

Writing Creations, presents “True Love” at the 

Solano BookFest on Saturday, April 11 at 10:30am 

and on Sunday, April 12 at 2:30pm.   Enjoy the 

BookFest to be held at the Hampton Inn, 800 Mason 

Street, Vacaville, California. 
 

 

http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/
http://www.parapublishing.com/
http://www.ryanlanz.com/
https://tycobbsteeth.wordpress.com/
http://writergrannysworld.blogspot.com/
http://grammarist.com/
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/
http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meetings/open-mic-for-writers/
http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/meetings/open-mic-for-writers/
mailto:JoolieB@aol.com
http://theaterone.org/
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News from CWC 

around the State 
 

Writers of Kern: 
Early Registration for this year's Writers of 

Kern April 25th Spring Conference is now 

available on our website. Click 

here  http://writersofkern.com/events for 

Information (schedule, speakers' topics and 

bios) and Registration. 

Space is limited. So, register ASAP to reserve 

your spot. You'll be glad you did. 

 
 

CWC High Desert Branch 
http://www.hdcwc.com/ 

  

Los Angeles Times Festival of Books 
http://events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/ 

April 18-19, 2015 

University of Southern California Campus 

Los Angeles 

Free Admission 
 

 

Attend the 6th Annual CWC Picnic 
California Writers Club Picnic 

Saturday, July 25, 2015 

1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 
 

     The 6th annual CWC picnic will include 

readings, networking and a “Lit Cake” 

competition. More details will be announced 

and posted. 

www.CalWriters.org 

http://www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org/ 

 

 

Special Notice 
 

Notice of Still Photography, Video/Audio 

Recording at CWC Sacramento Branch Events 

 

     The California Writers Club, Sacramento 

Branch, is providing this notice to inform our 

members and guests at our events that Still 

Photography will be taking place and Video and/or 

Audio Recording may be taking place. 

     By entering the venue, members and guests are 

granting permission that their likeness may be used 

for publicity purposes. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“It is perfectly okay to write garbage—as long as 

you edit brilliantly.” 

- C. J. Cherryh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notice of Luncheon Meeting Fee 

Increase Effective April 2015 
  
     Effective at the April 18, 2015, Luncheon 

meeting, the meeting fee will be $17 for Members 

and $20 for Non-Members. 

      Please contact me if you have any questions. 

We appreciate your support and understanding. 

Thank you. 

  

Margie Yee Webb 
President, California Writers Club, Sacramento 

Branch 
 

http://writersofkern.com/events
http://www.hdcwc.com/
http://events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/
http://www.calwriters.org/
http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/
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Literary Events – Save the Dates! 
  
     Save the dates for these upcoming literary events! 

Check the website for complete details. 

  

BookFest Solano 
April 11-12, 2015 
Vacaville 
http://bookfestsolano.com/ 
  
Local Author Book Festival 
April 12, 2015 
Sacramento Public Library 
Sacramento 
http://www.saclibrary.org/Home/Events/?eventId=1
40007 
  
Gold Rush Writers Conference 
May 1-3, 2015 
Mokelumne Hill 
http://goldrushwriters.com/ 
  
California Bookstore Day 
Independent Bookstore Day 
May 2, 2015 
http://cabookstoreday.com/ 
http://indiebookstoreday.com/ 
  
Bay Area Book Festival 
June 6-7, 2015 
Berkeley 
http://www.baybookfest.org/ 
  
San Francisco Writing For Change Conference 
September 12, 2015 
San Francisco 
http://sfwritingforchange.org/ 
 
 
 

A Little  

More Member 

News . . . 
 

 
CWC Sacramento Branch Invited 
For Local Author Book Festival 

By Margie Yee Webb 
  
     The Sacramento Public Library is having their 

inaugural Local Author Book Festival on Sunday, April 

12, 2015, and our California Writers Club, Sacramento 

Branch is proud to be invited to participate. Outreach 

Coordinator Nanci Lee Woody and I will represent our 

club and greet attendees to tell them about our programs 

and activities and hand out flyers. 

  

     The festival will be held at the Tsakopoulos Library 

Galleria, 828 I Street, Sacramento (next to the Central 

Library), from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Free metered parking is 

available around the library on Sundays. Plan to attend 

and visit with some of the Sacramento area authors, 

listen to some author presentations as well as stop by our 

CWC Sacramento Branch table. 

  

     Authors invited to participate represent a wide range 

of genres, styles and ages. Among the 40 authors 

appearing will be: 

  

Maryellen Burns, food writer and author of Lost 

Restaurants of Sacramento. 

Chantelle Feasel, author of Dorobo Dark Days, her 

third science fiction novel. 

Maceo Montoya, author of Letters to the Poet from 

His Brother and U.C. Davis Chicano Studies professor. 

Gayle Pittman, children’s author of This Day in June, 

a book about LGBT families, and received the 2015 

Stonewall Book Award from the American Library 

Association. 

  

     For more information on the Local Author Book 

Festival, visit saclibrary.org/About-

Us/News/2015/March/Check-out-local-authors/. 

  

 

http://bookfestsolano.com/
http://www.saclibrary.org/Home/Events/?eventId=140007
http://www.saclibrary.org/Home/Events/?eventId=140007
http://goldrushwriters.com/
http://cabookstoreday.com/
http://indiebookstoreday.com/
http://www.baybookfest.org/
http://sfwritingforchange.org/
http://www.saclibrary.org/About-Us/News/2015/March/Check-out-local-authors/
http://www.saclibrary.org/About-Us/News/2015/March/Check-out-local-authors/
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Catching Up with Bay 

Area’s Jo Haraf 

     Kim Edwards, VP Programs, is 

presenting a very special speaker to the 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.  Below Kim 

takes a moment to share a bit more insight into this upcoming 

speaker. 

 
Q. You speak on many different topics. What are some of 

the topics that you speak on? 
A. From time to time, I become obsessed with an element of 

craft. Once my research is complete, I'm always eager to share 

my insights with others. My topics have included: the structure 

of novels and memoir with retrospective narrators, elegant 

transitions in time and place, duration and scenes in short 

stories (nearly all short stories take place in less than 24 hours, 

most under four), and, of course, how character introductions 

set the stage.  Right now I'm tracking short story endings such 

as the death of a character, life goes on, and epiphanies. 
  
Q.   What do nonfiction writers stand to learn from 

presentations on fiction? Do you see a lot of overlap?  
A. Memoir, biography, and history writers use the same 

techniques as fiction authors with the added challenge that 

their stories must be true. I've read hundreds of articles and 

books on 1920’s New York. The best scenes are those in which 

characters’ dialogue and action engage the reader.  One day, 

from the top of my reading pile I grabbed Harold Waters’ 

Smugglers of Spirits-Prohibition and the Coast Guard 

Patrol.  I randomly opened the book to a chapter that begins 

with a page and a half of narrative and then..."During the night 

of July 3, 1927, a picket boat covering the Narrows, at the 

entrance to New York Harbor, first picked up the lights, and 

then outlines of a small inbound freighter...." Waters continues 

with a scene reliving the capture of the rumrunner 

Economy and its 25,000 case cargo. After that scene, the 

remaining narration smells of the sea. 
  
Q.  What would you most like writers of any genre to 

understand? 
A. I like to save authors from the same mistakes I've made. In 

the past, I revised poorly. I used to believe that finding a better 

verb or reordering sentences or paragraphs was revision. I now 

understand that revision starts with movie-style storyboard to 

confirm a varied emotional message and to confirm that the 

action is happening in the right order. I use other diagrams to 

link core themes to scenes and characters.  Once I know I'm 

telling the right story in the right order, then I revise one 

element at a time.    

 
Celebrate California Bookstore 

Day on May 2, 2015  
By Margie Yee Webb 

  

     Jump on the bandwagon and celebrate 

California Bookstore Day (CBD) on May 2, 2015! After 

all, other states throughout the country will be going 

along for the ride on that date. Except for those states, 

the day is called Independent Bookstore Day (IBD). The 

success of the inaugural CBD last year has spurred indie 

bookstores all over the country to join the BD party and 

everyone is invited. 

      What is CBD? CBD is an event to celebrate books 

and independent bookstores with exclusive books and 

art pieces available on that day only and is a joint project 

by the Northern California Independent Booksellers 

Association (NCIBA, nciba.com) and Southern 

California Independent Booksellers Association 

(SCIBA, scibabooks.org). The idea was conceived by 

Pete Mulvihill, co-owner of Green Apple Books in San 

Francisco and NCIBA board member. He along with 

Hut Landon, executive director of NCIBA, and 

Samantha Schoech, event director, are the key people 

organizing the event. 

      Last year, over 90 bookstores participated with 13 

exclusive books and art pieces crafted for and sold on 

that day, Saturday, May 3, 2014. Items included a 

California Classics Box Set, The Bookish Life print by 

Lemony Snicket, and A Literary Map of California. 

cabookstoreday.com/2014-items 

      This year, the CBD and IBD celebrations are on 

Saturday, May 2, 2015. Over 400 bookstores will be 

joining in with 16 exclusive books and art pieces offered 

that day. Items will include a Books About Books Box 

Set, a Funny Ha Ha Joke Book for Kids, A Literary Map 

of the Seas, and several limited-edition original prints. 

cabookstoreday.com/for-bookstores 

      Is your favorite indie bookstore participating? For 

more information, visit cabookstoreday.com and 

indiebookstoreday.com. To find your nearest 

participating bookstore, visit indiemap.bookweb.org. 

      Be sure to “Like” CBD and BD on Facebook 

(facebook.com/californiabookstoreday 

and facebook.com/BookstoreDay) and “Follow” on 

Twitter (twitter.com/bookstoreday). 

      Spread the word to promote books, reading and 

literacy. Then join the party by visiting your 

participating indie bookstore on CBD! 

http://www.nciba.com/
http://www.scibabooks.org/
http://cabookstoreday.com/2014-items/
http://cabookstoreday.com/for-bookstores/
file:///C:/Users/Margie/Documents/CWC%20Sacramento/CWC%20Sacramento%20Branch%202014-2015/Newsletter%20Items/cabookstoreday.com/
http://indiebookstoreday.com/
http://indiemap.bookweb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/californiabookstoreday
https://www.facebook.com/BookstoreDay
http://www.twitter.com/bookstoreday
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 

                          ELECTION FOR 2015 – 2016 MEMBERSHIP YEAR 
 

The 2015-2016 election for the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch is approaching. 

The membership shall elect Sacramento Branch officers each year. 

 

Nominating Committee Chair 

The president appoints the Nominating Committee Chair with the consent of the board. The 

role of the Nominating Committee Chair is to solicit candidates to run for office for a one-

year term. The Nominating Committee Chair will canvass the current officers for their interest 

in running for reelection and receive nominations from members who may nominate 

themselves or nominate another member who is willing to accept the nomination. There 

may be more than one candidate for each officer position. 

 

Contact Michael Brandt, Nominating Committee Chair, at MHBrandt119@Yahoo.com or 

916-205-7211, to submit nominations for officer positions, for yourself or for another member 

who is willing to accept the nomination. The nomination period is now open and the 

deadline for nominations is April 21, 2015. 

 

After the close of the nomination period, the Nominating Committee Chair may declare 

election by acclamation if there is only one candidate on the slate for each officer position. 

If there are two or more candidates on the slate for officer positions, ballots shall be mailed, 

via United States Postal Service, to the membership in May. 

 

Election Process 

In this April’s newsletter are descriptions for the five officer positions of president, first vice 

president / programs, second vice president / membership, secretary, and treasurer, as well 

as descriptions for appointed positions. The five elected officers comprise the Executive 

Committee. The Nominating Committee Chair will solicit candidates to run for office for a 

one-year term. 

 

In May, the candidate slate, along with descriptions for appointed positions, will be 

published in the newsletter. If there is only one candidate on the slate for each officer 

positions, the Nominating Committee Chair shall declare election by acclamation. If there 

are two or more candidates on the slate for officer positions, ballots shall be mailed, via 

United States Postal Service, to the membership in May. 

 

In June, the elected officers for the 2015-2016 membership year will be confirmed and 

announced at the luncheon meeting. The elected officers shall assume their duties at the 

start of the membership year on July 1. 

 

mailto:MHBrandt119@Yahoo.com
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 

ELECTED OFFICERS POSITIONS 

 
All officers are responsible for setting a tone of engagement and for encouraging a harmonious and 

collaborative operation, both in meetings and in associated communication. Officers, directors, and 

event chairs must show personal integrity, be free of conflicts of interests, and carry out their duties in 

a professional manner. 

 

Elected Officers 

The five officers for the Sacramento Branch, elected for a one-year term, comprise the Executive 

Committee. The officer positions and a brief description of their duties follow: 

 

• President – Provides leadership and presides over the luncheon and board meetings. Prepares 

meeting agendas and keeps meetings running smoothly and on time. Appoints members to serve on 

the Board of Directors with the approval of the Executive Committee. Appoints committees and 

chairpersons with the advice and consent of the board. Presents ideas to the other officers and 

board members to increase the value of CWC membership. Conducts the business of the club in 

accordance with the policies and procedures, and bylaws. May serve as an authorized signer for all 

checks issued. 

 

• 1st Vice President / Programs – Identifies, contacts and schedules guest speakers for luncheon 

meetings and provides speakers with the date, time and location of the meeting. Provides speaker’s 

bio, topic and other information to the branch newsletter editor, web coordinator and public 

relations chair. Serves as host to the speaker and introduces the speaker at luncheon meetings. 

Assumes the president’s duties when the president is unable to act. 

 

• 2nd Vice President / Membership – Collects and processes new member applications, membership 

dues and renewals utilizing the MRMS database system, in coordination with the Treasurer. Forwards 

appropriate forms and money to the Central Board. Provides email addresses for Write On! 

Newsletter. May create subcommittees to handle the administration of membership matters, with 

approval of the board. May assume the president’s duties when the president is unable to act. 

 

• Secretary – Takes minutes of all board meetings and distributes the minutes to the board members 

for review and approval at the next scheduled board meeting. Handle official correspondence for 

CWC Sacramento Branch business as requested. Maintains a record of official minutes and 

correspondence. 

 

• Treasurer – Keeps all accounts in good order and prepares mandated quarterly statements and 

monthly reports for the CWC Sacramento Branch, and submits to the Central Board quarterly and 

annually. Report on the branch’s financial status at board meetings. Prepare an annual budget with 

input from the board. Processes checks and payments for membership dues and renewals utilizing 

the MRMS database system, in coordination with the Membership Chair. Processes checks and 

payments received for luncheon meetings, seminars, workshops and other branch activities. Writes 

checks for luncheon meetings, speakers’ honorariums and other approved club expenses. Serves as 

an authorized signer for all checks issued. 

 

Details for appointed positions will be published in an upcoming issue of the newsletter. 

 

See the CWC Sacramento Policy and Procedures (June 2014) and the CWC Policy and Procedures 

(January 2015) for more information. 
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Writers, Writers, Calling All Writers . . . 
 

   

Chicken Soup For The Soul 
Try your hand at tackling a couple of the new topics for the wonderful 

Chicken Soup books.  As you are aware, publication is not promised, this is 

just a call for submissions.  Go to www.chickensoupforthesoul.com for more 

information.  Good luck! 
 

Think Possible  
We all know the story about the little engine that could: I think I can, I think I can, I think I can... Almost 

anything is possible if you think you can. You can dream big, overcome challenges and turn adversity into 

opportunity. You can change your outlook and listen to your heart and move forward into the life you want. 

How did you "think possible" and how did it change your life?  

The deadline for story and poem submissions is April 30, 2015. 

 

Random Acts of Kindness  
Have you ever put a quarter in the parking meter for a stranger? Has someone performed a random act of 

kindness for you? We love hearing about random acts of kindness and we want to read your best stories about 

ones that have occurred to you or to someone close to you. We’d also love to read about acts of kindness that 

you have performed or that people close to you have performed. Did you deliberately set out to perform an act 

of kindness every day to a stranger? Did you encourage someone else to do so? How did receiving a kindness or 

giving one to someone else change your life? What did you learn from a random act of kindness? Did you pay it 

forward and do something for someone else? We want to hear what you did or what was done for you. Stories 

can be serious or funny, but they should definitely be inspirational.  

The deadline date for story and poem submissions is July 31, 2015.  

 
 

  

       Ruminate is pleased to announce that we are accepting entries for the 

2015 Ruminate Poetry Prize with Dan Beachy-Quick as our finalist judge! 

The winner of the Janet B. McCabe Poetry Prize will receive $1500 and 

publication in the Fall 2015 issue. The runner up will receive $200 and 

publication.   

 Please see: http://www.ruminatemagazine.com/submit/contests/poetry-

prize/ for more information.  The submission deadline for the prize is May 5th. 

 
  

http://www.chickensoupforthesoul.com/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/dan-beachy-quick
http://www.ruminatemagazine.com/submit/contests/poetry-prize/
http://www.ruminatemagazine.com/submit/contests/poetry-prize/
http://www.ruminatemagazine.com/
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THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 2015 

SHORT, SHORT STORY WRITING CONTEST 

Category: Open           

Length: up to 750 words   

ELIGIBILITY, ENTRY FEES, AND MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS   

OPEN TO ALL WRITERS 

 

Awards and Recognition:  

First Place: $100 Second Place: $50 Third Place: $25   

Awards will be presented at the June 2015 luncheon of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch.  

Winning stories will be published in a Special 2015 Summer Edition of Write On! 

Entry Fees: 

$10.00 per entry, payable by check to CWC Sacramento Branch. Writers may submit multiple entries.   

Submissions: 

Four copies of each entry submission and a cover sheet must be mailed with payment to Contest Chair at 

the address below.  

The cover sheet for each submission must include story title, author’s name, address, phone number, and email 

address. The cover sheet is the only place where the author’s name is to appear.     

Manuscripts: 

Name must NOT appear on manuscript. Entries must be original and not published in any format, including 

electronic media. The CWC Sacramento Branch reserves the right to make the final determination on issues 

related to published work. 

Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced in 12-point Times Roman font, using standard 1” margin with page 

numbers in upper right hand corner and printed on one side of paper only. 

Deadline: 

All submissions must be postmarked by Thursday, April 30, 2015. The deadline is absolute; no exceptions.    

Failure to comply with the rules will result in disqualification.   

Send submissions to: 

CWC Sacramento Branch 2015 Writing Contest 

Contest Chair 

P.O. Box 582138  

Elk Grove, CA 95758   

If you have questions, please contact Margie Yee Webb at mywebb@sbcglobal.net. 
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Anyone Interested??? It just might be fun!!! 
 

 

Since a number of our members write for various forums, we will be including information from time to time 

about upcoming play/script readings and calls for submissions from SARTA (Sacramento Area Regional Theatre 

Alliance.)  SARTA provides information about local venues for all ages and all levels of expertise.  

Playwrights Collaborative Meeting 

At the Sunday, April 12, Playwrights Collaborative Meeting (7:00 PM) we will read and discuss Ron 
Tochterman's "Actual Innocents".  An innocent men, wrongfully convicted on two counts of murder, appeals, 
contending that the attorney who represented him at trial was incompetent.  Based on an actual case. 
We will also read Gloria Jones' two short plays: "Convenience Final" and "Politics and Hamsters" and Gene 
Griffith's short "Crab's Farewell."  
The next meeting will be April 12. 
  

The Playwrights Collaborative 

"The Playwrights Collaborative is an organization of writers, actors, directors and others interested 

in the theater, working together to promote the development and production of new plays in 
Sacramento and elsewhere.  Through a cooperative process of peer review, Playwrights 

Collaborative assists in making plays ready for production and helps in finding suitable venues 
where shows might be performed." 
 

At each meeting, original plays by local writers are read and discussed as are ways to promote 
deserving works for production.  Several theaters have expressed an interest in producing one 

new original play per year and Playwrights Collaborative has encouraged similar interest by other 
theatres in the area.  There will also be occasional speakers with expertise in various aspects of 
theater. Meetings are monthly (or occasionally twice monthly) on Sundays on dates to be 

announced. There are no dues, fees or other charges for participating. 
 

Playwrights Collaborative invites interested writers, actors, and others to attend and take part in 
the readings. The group actively promotes new plays to prospective producers.  Following each 
reading, comments and suggestions for improvement will be solicited from all who are present. 

 
The Playwrights Collaborative meetings are held at the California Stage Theatre, 2509 "R" Street 

(on "R" Street between 25th and 26th Streets), Sacramento, California. 
 
For further information or if you have a play you would like read, contact Gary Agid, chairman, at 

gary@agid.com (916-383-9267).  The Playwrights Collaborative does not share its e-mail list 
information with anyone. 

                             Not now, no autographs please! 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH  

ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC 

Name  Phone

e 

(        )  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Email  

 

 

ddress 

 Genre  

Website  

        

New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20.  When applying after January 1, half-

year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members).  The membership year is July 1 through June 30.  Renewal 

dues of $45 are due July 1. 

        

  

Amount 

Enclosed: $  Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch 

        Membership Category:       

  Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre. 

  Associate Member – Aspiring Writer.  Please include writing samples and indicate genre. 

  Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter. 

 

  I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.). 

        
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758 

Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond, 

supporting writers and others in the literary community. 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

Student memberships available.  Inquire for details. 

 

Join and enjoy the many benefits, including: 

 Networking and connecting with members and other writers 
 Speakers and programs covering a range of educational topics 

 Member discount for Luncheon meetings, seminars and other CWC events 

 Receive the CWC Sacramento Branch “Write On!” newsletter 
 Receive the CWC “Bulletin” newsletter 
 Opportunity to be published in the California Writers Club Literary Review 
 Invitation to annual CWC picnic for fellowship with members from other branches 
 Be part of a community of over 1,600 members in 19 branches of CWC 

 

mailto:ginis.writers1@gmail.com
http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/
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2014-2015 CWC Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 

www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line 

 

Board of Directors 
 
 

Officers 
 
Margie Yee Webb, President 
Mywebb@sbcglobal.net 
 
Kimberly A. Edwards, VP/Programs 
KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net  
 
Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership 
Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com  
 
Sandra Navarro, Secretary 
Ssnavarro22@gmail.com  
 
Robert  Cooper, Treasurer    
RobertCooper876@gmail.com 
 
 
Board Members 

 
Raymond Blain 
raymondblain@comcast.net 
 
Mary Martinez 
Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com 
 
Patricia Mathews 
Patriciamathews3@mac.com 
 
Marilyn Smith-Murphy 
NormaR@surewest.net 
 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2015 by the California Writers Club, Sacramento 
Branch.  All rights reserved.  Write On! is published by the 
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch on behalf of its 
members.  The California Writers Club assumes no legal 
liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or 
usefulness of any information, process, product, method or 
policy described in this newsletter. 

Committees 

Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com 

Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com 

Public Relations: Open 

Communications: Open 

Newsletter Editor: Mary Martinez - Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com 

 
Open Mic Facilitator: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com 

Open Mic Backup: Lance Pyle – lrpyle07@comcast.net 

Outreach Coordinator: Nanci Lee Woody – nanciwoody@att.net 

Web Coordinator: Michael Cole – michael.f.cole@gmail.com 

Welcoming Coordinator: Daniel Martinez – 
proudgoldstardad@gmail.com 

Welcoming Committee:  Maryann Blain - 

maryannblain@comcast.net 

Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins – 

ladtkd@yahoo.com 

Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler – 

JoChandler3@yahoo.com 

Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net 

NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net 

Newsletter Proofreader: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net 

Anthology Project Coordinator: Margie Yee Webb - 

mywebb@sbcglobal.net 

Nominating Committee Chair: Michael Brandt -  
MHBrandt119@Yahoo.com 

 
 

 

   
 

 


