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Build Your Profile and Your Platform Without Going Crazy?!!
Saturday January 17, 2015, the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly presents Stephanie
Chandler. A former Sil-Val “techie” and a bookstore owner, Stephanie Chandler occupies a unique position to talk to
writers about platform and social media – from beginning to advanced. Her reputation continues to grow as founder of
Authority Publishing. Averaging 25+ speaking engagements per year on book marketing, she wields a consulting portfolio
that has included Visa Business Network, Yahoo! and Dell. She also runs the Nonfiction Writers Conference, an annual
online event held each May, the Nonfiction Authors Association and the Nonfiction Authors Network on LinkedIn. A
frequent speaker at business events and on radio, she has earned coverage in Entrepreneur, BusinessWeek, Inc.com, and
Wired magazine. A blogger for Forbes, she merited a place on the list of Top 100 Small Business Influencers for 2012 by
Small Business Trends.
Among her own books are: The Nonfiction Book Marketing Plan: Online and Offline Promotion Strategies to Build
Your Audience and Sell More Books; Own Your Niche: Hype-Free Internet Marketing Tactics to Establish Authority in
Your Field and Promote Your Service-Based Business; Booked Up! How to Write, Publish, and Promote a Book to Grow
Your Business; The Author’s Guide to Building an Online Platform: Leveraging the Internet to Sell More Books; and Make
Money with Books, eBooks and Information Products.
Visit her online: http://NonfictionAuthorsAssociation.com and http://AuthorityPublishing.com.
Preceding Ms. Chandler will be local expert, Denise Branco, author, blogger, book exhibitor, and animal
advocate. Ms. Branco, who has maneuvered the social media landscape by teaching herself, serves as V.P. for Northern
California Publishers and Authors.
Join us Saturday, January 17th, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova (Hwy 50 at
Hazel). Meeting fee, $14 for members and $16 for guest, covers program-related costs. Lunch is also offered. The
public is welcome to join us.
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Ted Witt

Kathy Boyd Fellure

Creativity

Writing and Marketing in a
Changing Publishing World

December 5, 2014

January 9, 2015

Kathy Boyd Fellure, author of the four
Blake Sister’s Lake Tahoe Adventure
Stories, is an agented author with a
successful platform for publishing her
work and is very knowledgeable about
what’s going on in the publishing world.
Kathy discussed using Pinterest Perfect
Platform – how to use novel boards;
offered an update on New York City
Publishing as of December 2014; and,
options as to which way to publish:
Traditional, Indie, Self or Hybrid. She
also discussed working with an agent.
Kathy spoke to a full house, enchanting
everyone with marvelous tales of the
whats’, whos’ and hows’ along her
journey as an author. What a wonderful
way to wrap up our writers network
meeting speakers for 2014.
For more information, please do not
hesitate
to
contact
her
at
www.kathyboydfellure.com.
Join us Friday, January 9, 2015, 9 to 11 a.m. at
IHOP, 2216 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. CWC Writers Network is offered on the first
Friday of every month. Everyone is welcome.
Attendees pay for their own breakfast.
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PRESIDENT’S Message
Margie Yee Webb
Happy 2015! Whether you have dived back into your writing projects after
the holidays or are looking for ways to get back into the rhythm or to move to the next
level, here are a few suggestions.
One way, of course, is through our Writers Network and Luncheon meetings that are resuming after the
holiday break. Attend and connect with friends and fellow writers for support and inspiration.
Another is to attend a writers conference to connect with presenters and attendees. A couple of noteworthy
conferences are:
San Francisco Writers Conference
February 12-15, 2015
At the Mark Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco, the conference will take place during the Presidents’ Day weekend
with separate low-cost, in-depth open enrollment classes on Thursday, February 12, and Monday, February 16.
For details and cost, see http://sfwriters.org/ and http://sfwriters.org/2015-open-enrollment-classes/. The SFWC,
with the California Writers Club as one of the sponsors, is organized by co-directors Michael Larsen and Elizabeth
Pomada, Larsen Pomada Literary Agents, who were past workshop presenters for our Sacramento branch.
Tri-Valley Writers Conference 2015
April 18, 2015
A one-day conference at the Four Points by Sheraton in Pleasanton. For details and cost, see
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/2015-conference/. The conference is organized by the Tri-Valley
branch of the California Writers Club.
Other upcoming events to consider include:
Gold Rush Writers Conference
May 2015
At the historic Hotel Leger in Mokelumne Hill, the conference was founded by novelist Antoinette May. Details
and cost are expected to be posted at http://www.goldrushwriters.com/.
Summer Words: The American River College Creative Writing Colloquium
May/June 2015
At American River College in Sacramento, the event is organized by the Creative Writing Faculty. Details and
cost are expected to be posted at:
http://www.arc.losrios.edu/Programs_of_Study/English/SummerWords_ARC_Writing_Colloquium.htm
Bay Area Book Festival
June 6-7, 2015
In Downtown Berkeley, this book festival is a free public event.
For details, see http://www.baybookfest.org/.
Best wishes for the new year!
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Editor’s Corner
Happy New Year to everyone. Hopefully we will all have a very creative and
productive year in 2015.
A few years ago I adopted the marvelously brilliant words of the Scottish novelist,
Robert Louis Stevenson, to end - and to kickoff - each new year:

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you sow.”
With those words in mind, I can proudly reflect upon the mark our members have made upon the literary
community. Some published their work this past year, some were winners of various awards and competitions, and
some planted seeds of inspiration in the minds and hearts of aspiring writers and those of us who’s creative clutch
choked and got stuck. (Boy, did I just date myself!!!)
Main thing is to remember why we do what we do and the impact ‘words’ can have upon one another. As
writers, words are the seeds we have to sow and with that comes a responsibility. Be fruitful and be positive in what
you sow. No one needs to follow a negative path just in order to get ahead, or to make a name for themselves.
Grow, take chances. Take that road less travelled and see how far you can really go.
I’ve included a couple of snapshots from last year for your enjoyment.

Keep writing and always remember – Keep It Fun!
4

The

Connection!!!

Last year we hosted a very creative, informative speaker,
Janna Marlies Maron. Her main genre is creative nonfiction
but being creative is the key.
There is an Intro to Creative Writing course enrolling now
and beginning on Tuesday, February 17 for 6 weeks being
offered by Ms. Maron. For more information, please visit her
website: http://www.jannamarlies.com/workshops/cnf-101intro-to-creative-nonfiction.
**************

Writing is all about conveying a thought or idea in
such a way, that your reader feels what you feel and sees in
their minds eye what you see. One easy way to write and
achieve this goal is to write with your senses.
Elizabeth Earle

CWC OPEN MIC – TEN MINUTES OF FAME
Friday, January 9, 2015
Monthly Open Mic event will be held on the second
Friday of the month as usual at Barnes & Noble Birdcage,
6111 Sunrise Blvd., Citrus Heights, across from Sunrise
Mall.
Start time: 7 PM (sign-up begins at 6:45 PM)
An opportunity for writers to read their work, and for
listeners to enjoy what writers throughout the Sacramento
region are creating.
Participants are invited to read their work(s) and listen to
the works of others. This is not a critique group or
opportunity to promote projects. Content must be
appropriate for a public audience. FREE to the public.
Readers and listeners are welcome.
CONTACT: Julie Bauer at JoolieB@aol.com
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Member News
Dahlynn McKowen and her husband Ken
McKowen will sign their recently released The
Best of the California Coast (Your guide to
more than 800 of the best Beaches, Parks,
Trails, Missions, Museums and More) on
Saturday, January 10th, 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Barnes & Noble Birdcage, 6111 Sunrise Blvd.,
Citrus Heights.
https://publishingsyndicate.com/
Suzanne Blaney begins the New Year with
Amazon release of a new, second novel, So the
River Flows. Love meets war as Jennifer
Ainsworth studies Fashion Design in Paris, but
Hitler’s blitzkrieg cuts short a love affair and
hasty marriage. Her life evolves dramatically as
she eventually becomes a figure in Hollywood’s
Golden Radio Era and eventual return to Paris.
Daniel Babka’s novel, No More Illusions…A
Mystery, has been listed as one of the “Best
Indie Books of 2014” by IndieReader. The book
continues to move toward May’s Discovery
Awards in New York City. An audio interview
with Daniel is also featured in the December
Holiday Issue of San Francisco Book Review.
He’d appreciate your support.

CWC WEBMASTER NEEDED
Posted on behalf of, Donna McCrohanRosenthal, CWC PR Director

The CWC is looking for our next state
webmaster. Duties include: software maintenance
of the CWC and CB Forum websites; managing
the domain name license(s) and hosting account;
changes to site branch links as directed, addition
or removal of special notices, and removal of
outdated material and links as specified by the PR
Director; regular data security, backup, archiving,
and recovery; software updates to be completed
within six (6) months of availability; and brief
quarterly written activity reports submitted to the
PR Director. Any needed major redesigns or
changes will be separately contracted.
In terms of skills, we need somebody who has
the ability to follow directions, to work
cooperatively with others as well as independently,
the ability to solve technical problems, familiarity
and experience with Word Press, general
knowledge of ‘Dynamic Webpage’ architecture,
and familiarity with web technology (HTML,
FTP). Experience and familiarity with CSS,
mySql, and PHP is a plus.

Opportunity to Teach at
Learning Exchange
Bobbie Christensen, presenter at a past
Writers Network meeting and who is an author,
self-publishing expert and Director, Learning
Exchange (LEX) in Sacramento (that she
recently purchased), announced she is looking
for new instructors. Any writers with a subject
they would like to teach can send her a proposal
(title of class, short description, and their
contact information and background).
Questions? Contact Bobbie at
bobbie@learningexchange.com.
For information on LEX and their current
catalog, see
http://www.learningexchange.com/ and
http://lex3.lextras.com/catalog/LEX_2015_0103.pdf.

Special Interest from the
California Historical Society

Contracted monthly compensation will be
determined based on experience, skills, and the
Yosemite: A Storied Landscape Club’s ability to pay. The estimated workload is 2Award-Winning eBook now available
4 hours per month barring (separately negotiated)
major upgrades.
The award-winning companion eBook to
our remarkable exhibition is now available in
Interested web masters should contact Ray the iTunes and Kindle stores. Go on a unique
Malus at rmalus@roadrunner.com. We look journey through the park's history and the
who shaped it. Experience Yosemite
forward to hearing from you. Deadline February people
anew—with lavish illustrations and stories by
15.
Ken Brower, Rebecca Solnit and others.
Support Yosemite’s future: proceeds of your
purchase will support CHS and the Yosemite
Conservancy.
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Catching Up with Stephanie Chandler

A Little
More Member
News . . .

Kim Edwards, VP Programs, is presenting a very exciting
speaker to the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. Anthony (Tony) Villanueva
In the October issue of the newsletter,
Below Kim takes a moment to share a bit more insight into
there was an invitation by Wanda Sue
our upcoming speaker.

Parrott (Central Coast Writers Branch) to
enter the "Great War To End All Wars"
Q. Is there one mini-step a writer afraid of social media can contest. I entered a short piece of nontake to gain footing (confidence) …rather than jumping into fiction (Fun and Games). I placed third. All
what may seem to some as a scary, thrashing ocean hard to
the winning entries for poetry and short
make sense of?
stories will be published in her newsletter,
A. Absolutely. The best way to start is simply by
The Diplomat, this month. Thanks for
watching. I would recommend setting up a Twitter
including that invitation in our newsletter;
account and then searching for fellow authors that you
every little feather helps.
admire. Follow their accounts and watch what they do.
I included the short story on my web
Note what you like and don’t like about how they
page, www.amvnovels.com, under Fun and
communicate. This will begin to give you a better feel for Games. It's a touched-up version of an entry
how it all works. You can do the same with Facebook
I believe I entered in our short story contest
and the other social media platforms (LinkedIn,
some time ago. Anyway, just a short note
Pinterest and Google+).
from my horn.
Q. Is it true that platform building benefits all writers, not
just those with a book?
A. Oh yes, in fact it’s ideal to begin building your
platform months or even years before your book comes
out. The idea is to start building a loyal audience so that
when your book is ready, your audience is eager to buy.
Q. What’s the one thing a writer would be proud of as a
result of implementing any of your suggestions discussed
January 17?
A. Letting go of the fear that surrounds social media and
the internet should be a goal for all authors. You are
truly missing out on some powerful promotion
opportunities by avoiding these promotion tools. My
goal is to make it all feel a bit less intimidating, and
empower you to take small steps forward that will
benefit your author career for many years to come!
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Kimberly A. Edwards
“Savoring the Sun and the Creole Soul
of St. Lucia” International Travel News,
January, 2015. Article + 6 photos incl. the
cover

Writers, Writers, Calling All Writers . . .
Competitions (re-printed from NewPages.com)
The Annual Vine Leaves Vignette Collection Award
Deadline: February 28, 2015
Vine Leaves Literary Journal is now open for their Annual Vine Leaves Vignette Collection Award
until February 28, 2015. The award includes a cash prize of $500, publication by Vine Leaves Press
(paperback and eBook), 20 copies of the paperback, worldwide distribution, and promotion through
Vine Leaves Literary Journal and staff websites. Author will receive a 70% net royalty on all eBook
and print sales. Submit a 50 to 60 page manuscript, plus $25 fee via Submittable. Collections may be a
mixture of both poetry and prose. For more information and submission guidelines, please visit:
www.vineleavesliteraryjournal.com/contests
Writer’s Digest Annual Writing Competition
Early-Bird Entry Deadline: May 4, 2015.
Writer’s Digest has been shining a spotlight on up and coming writers in all genres through its Annual
Writing Competition for more than 80 years. Enter our 84th Annual Writing Competition for your
chance to win and have your work be seen by editors and agents! The winning entries of this writing
contest will also be on display in the 83rd Annual Writer’s Digest Competition Collection.
Visit http://www.writersdigest.com/competitions/writers-digest-annual-competition for more info.

The submission period for Issue: 8 Wide Open has
begun. Send us your best. Your polished poems, your
lovely lyrics, your fables and fictions and figmentations,
your epics and experiments, your flash fictions and
flashes of brilliance. Creative non-fiction, yes! Short-shorts, absolutely! Song lyrics? Why not? And
visual art!! Photography, too!! If you’re a woman and you made it and it’s creative and it’s really,
really, REALLY good, we want it.
We are accepting submissions through January 31 on whatever your heart desires.
Writer’s Digest Self-Published Book Awards
Early-Bird Deadline: April 1, 2015
The 23rd Annual Self-Published Book Awards is now open for submissions. Winners will be
announced in the March 2016 issue of Writer’s Digest Magazine. Whether you’re a professional writer,
a part-time freelancer or a self-starting student, here’s your chance to enter the premier self-published
competition exclusively for self-published books. Writer’s Digest hosts the 23rd annual self-published
competition–the Annual Self-Published Book Awards. This self-published competition, co-sponsored
by Book Marketing Works, LLC spotlights today’s self-published works and honors self-published
authors. Ctrl + click here for more information and to enter.
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Anyone Interested??? It just might be fun!!!

Since a number of our members write for various forums, we will be including information from time to
time about upcoming play/script readings and calls for submissions from SARTA (Sacramento Area Regional
Theatre Alliance.) SARTA provides information about local venues for all ages and all levels of expertise.
At the Sunday, January 11, Playwrights Collaborative Meeting (7:00 PM) we will
read and discuss 4 short plays by 2 playwrights:
-Leo McElroy's "The Walls Between" and "Planet
-Brenda Bowen's "Conundrum" and "Rule of Thumb"

of

the

Rats?"

Next meeting will be on February 8, 2015.
The Playwrights Collaborative
"The Playwrights Collaborative is an organization of writers, actors, directors and others interested
in the theater, working together to promote the development and production of new plays in
Sacramento and elsewhere.
Through a cooperative process of peer review, Playwrights
Collaborative assists in making plays ready for production and helps in finding suitable venues
where shows might be performed."
At each meeting, original plays by local writers are read and discussed as are ways to promote
deserving works for production. Several theaters have expressed an interest in producing one
new original play per year and Playwrights Collaborative has encouraged similar interest by other
theatres in the area. There will also be occasional speakers with expertise in various aspects of
theater. Meetings are monthly (or occasionally twice monthly) on Sundays on dates to be
announced. There are no dues, fees or other charges for participating.
Playwrights Collaborative invites interested writers, actors, and others to attend and take part in
the readings. The group actively promotes new plays to prospective producers. Following each
reading, comments and suggestions for improvement will be solicited from all who are present.
The Playwrights Collaborative meetings are held at the California Stage Theatre, 2509 "R" Street
(on "R" Street between 25th and 26th Streets), Sacramento, California.
For further information or if you have a play you would like read, contact Gary Agid, chairman, at
gary@agid.com (916-383-9267). The Playwrights Collaborative does not share its e-mail list
information with anyone.

Not now, no autographs please!
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH
ENCOURAGE A WRITER FRIEND TO JOIN CWC
Name
Address
Email
Website

Phone
e
State

City

(

)
Zip

Genre

New member fee is $65, which includes annual dues of $45 and a one-time new member enrollment fee of $20. When applying after January 1, halfddress
year dues are $42.50 ($22.50 plus that one-time $20.00 enrollment fee for new members). The membership year is July 1 through June 30. Renewal
dues of $45 are due July 1.
Amount
Enclosed:

$

Check payable to CWC, Sacramento Branch

Membership Category:
Active Member – Published. Please include copies of published works and indicate genre.
Associate Member – Aspiring Writer. Please include writing samples and indicate genre.
Supporting Member – Writing Interest. Benefits include luncheon meeting and event discount and Write On!, the CWC branch newsletter.

I do not wish to be included on the membership roster (for members’ information only - newsletter, emails, etc.).
Mail to: California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, P.O. Box 582138, Elk Grove, CA 95758
Questions? Contact Gini Grossenbacher, Membership Chair, at ginis.writers1@gmail.com
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch proudly serves the greater Sacramento area and beyond,
supporting writers and others in the literary community.
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org

Student memberships available. Inquire for details.

Join and enjoy the many benefits, including:









Networking and connecting with members and other writers
Speakers and programs covering a range of educational topics
Member discount for Luncheon meetings, seminars and other CWC events
Receive the CWC Sacramento Branch “Write On!” newsletter
Receive the CWC “Bulletin” newsletter
Opportunity to be published in the California Writers Club Literary Review
Invitation to annual CWC picnic for fellowship with members from other branches
Be part of a community of over 1,800 members in 19 branches of CWC

10

2014-2015 CWC Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org
To ensure that your email correspondence does not look like SPAM, it should include CWC in the subject line

Board of Directors

Committees
Membership: Gini Grossenbacher - Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Officers

Historian: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Margie Yee Webb, President
Mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Public Relations: Open

Kimberly A. Edwards, VP/Programs
KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net

Communications: Open
Newsletter Editor: Mary Martinez - Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Gini Grossenbacher, VP/Membership
Ginis.Writers1@gmail.com

Open Mic Facilitator: Julie Bauer – JoolieB@aol.com

Sandra Navarro, Secretary
Ssnavarro22@gmail.com

Open Mic Backup: Lance Pyle – lrpyle07@comcast.net
Outreach Coordinator: Nanci Lee Woody – nanciwoody@att.net

Robert Cooper, Treasurer
RobertCooper876@gmail.com

Web Coordinator: Michael Cole – michael.f.cole@gmail.com

Board Members

Welcoming Coordinator: Daniel Martinez –
proudgoldstardad@gmail.com
Welcoming Committee: Maryann Blain maryannblain@comcast.net

Raymond Blain
raymondblain@comcast.net

Writers Network Facilitator: Lisa Deines Wiggins –
ladtkd@yahoo.com

Mary Martinez
Proudgoldstarmom@gmail.com

Writers Network Speakers Coordinator: Jo Chandler –
JoChandler3@yahoo.com

Patricia Mathews
Patriciamathews3@mac.com

Central Board Rep: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Marilyn Smith-Murphy
NormaR@surewest.net

NorCal Rep: Kimberly A. Edwards – KimberlyEdwards00@comcast.net
Newsletter Proofreader: Margie Yee Webb – mywebb@sbcglobal.net

Copyright © 2015 by the California Writers Club, Sacramento
Branch. All rights reserved. Write On! is published by the
California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch on behalf of its
members. The California Writers Club assumes no legal
liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or
usefulness of any information, process, product, method or
policy described in this newsletter.
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90th Anniversary Anthology Project Coordinator: Margie Yee Webb mywebb@sbcglobal.net

